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Editorial
This year, all members of the CSMN team have been working 
very hard to further build up CSMN, to establish and extend 
local, national and international cooperation, to publish their 
research results and make the centre visible and respected in the 
academic world.
By Christel Fricke, Director of CSMN

CSMN has hosted …. International conferences, 
seminars and workshops with all in all … 
speakers from abroad,    of them women.  
Whereas both the rational agency team and the 
moral agency team had reduced the events they 
organized in comparison to 2008, we made 
linguistic agency a special focus of our activities.  
The linguistic agency team did indeed make 
the largest contribution to the events CSMN 
hosted in 2009.  Discussing various aspects 
of our research with our guests and taking care 
of them kept the whole team busy.  We all owe 
special thanks to our administrators Jan Halvor 
Undlien and Lina Tosterud (who took over from 
Espen Røsbak  1st of April).  Their efficiency and 
patience has made an important contribution 
to CSMN having gained the reputation of an 
excellent academic host.  Unfortunately, our 
administrator in chief, Jan Halvor Undlien, has 
decided to leave us.  He has an opportunity 
to go further up in his career as a university 
administrator. We wish him all the best.

We are all very happy that, in 2009, Professor 
Helen Stewart (University of Leeds) became 
affiliated with CSMN (and with the RA team 
in particular) in a 20% position as senior 
researcher.  Her research interests lie mainly in 
the philosophy of mind and the philosophy of 
action, and in the metaphysical and ontological 
issues which bear on these areas.  Her present 
project, a book on the ‘Metaphysics of 
Freedom’, is of interest for the members of both 
the rational agency and moral agency team.  

Helen Stewart joined us for our annual gathering 
in ….  as well as Professor Jessica Brown from 
the Arche Centre (St. Andrews, Scotland) 
and Seumas Miller from CAPPE (Canberra et 
al., Australia).  Whereas we all enjoyed the 
discussions and socializing, we felt a little bit 
undernourished.  The place where we went 
provides food in a way that encourages guests 
to slim.  One morning, on our way back from a 
skiing trip, we had to stop by a supermarket to 

buy further provisions.  In 2010, we shall have 
our annual meeting at the Norwegian Institute 
in Rome where we shall hopefully not have any 
problems of a similar kind.  This trip will also be 
comforting for our international members who 
still find the Norwegian winters somewhat long.

Unfortunately Chiara Tabet, Post-Doc in 
Linguistic Agency, had to give up her academic 
career and leave us for personal reasons. We 
were all very concerned and very much regret 
to have lost her as a member of our team. But 
there was nothing from our side we could do to 
help her and make it possible to continue her 
career. It was great to have her in our team, and 
I would like to thank her for all she did for the 
centre while she was a member.  She and her 
husband have moved to her home town, Rome. 
We are keeping in touch and hope to see her 
in 2010 during our annual meeting.  We are 
now in a process of hiring a new post-doc in 
linguistic agency.
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In 2009, several of CSMN’s members have 
received honorary awards: Professor Dagfinn 
Føllesdal has been appointed Commander 
of the Royal Norwegian Order of St. Olav for 
‘accomplishments on behalf of the father 
country and humanity’.  Jennifer Hornsby has 
been elected a member of the Norwegian 
Academy of Science, and the centre leader 
herself has been elected a member of The Royal 
Norwegian Society of Science and Letters.  
Furthermore, core group member Carsten 
Hansen has been promoted to a professorship 
at UiO.  Congratulations to all.

Professor Vivienne Brown (The Open University, 
Milton Keynes, UK) came to stay at the centre 
in May.  She used the time mainly to get some 
work done on rational and collective agency 
and particularly enjoyed the opportunity of 
discussing her work with the members of 
CSMN.

Professor Alison Jaggar (University of Colorado 
and Professor II at CSMN) and Theresa Tobin 
(Marquette University) have spent a month 
with us, working together on a book under the 
preliminary title ‘Ethics Across Borders: Moral 
Reasoning in a Diverse and Unequal World’.  
They have helped us establishing cooperation 
with the Centre for Gender Research here at the 

University of Oslo where they presented and 
discussed their work in progress.

Professor Robyn Carston (King’s College 
London) visited the Centre in May.  In 
cooperation with core group member Deirdre 
Wilson, she organized two conferences which 
brought several of the Paris based members 
of the CSMN team to Oslo, including Professor 
Dan Sperber.  This was an excellent opportunity 
to build up new research connections not only 
for the members of CSMN but also for other 
colleagues here at UiO, especially in the various 
branches of linguistics.

Norbert Hornstein, Professor of Linguistics at 
the University of Maryland, has visited CSMN in 
October.  His main area of research is syntactic 
theory, but he found much to talk about with 
all members of CSMN.  One afternoon, I found 
him sitting in our lunch room, enjoying a cup 
of coffee, saying: ‘One just has to sit here for 
a while and one gets involved in discussions 
about all kinds of questions concerning 
normativity, including those one had never 
thought of before. It’s great!’
We also had a large number of more junior 
visitors, including visitors from both our 
consortium partners.  I cannot name them all 
here.  But they all contributed very much to 

making CSMN an interesting, inspiring, lifely 
and pleasant place to be.

For most of 2009, our consortium partners still 
were our consortium partners to be.  We had to 
go all the way up to the rector of the University 
to take the last hurdle of the administrative 
procedure.  But then, in November, the rector 
signed the agreement.  It is a relief to have the 
consortium agreement finally in place.  In 2010, 
the board can be appointed and start its work.

Team member Georg Kjøll has been particularly 
active to encourage the CSMN team to make 
use of new media.  Podcasts from events 
(Georg)
Twitter

2010 will be a particularly important and 
challenging year for CSMN with the mid-term 
evaluation and re-application for another 
5 years of funding for our research coming 
up.  Our auditors have given us encouraging 
feedback but they also have made a couple 
of important suggestions how to structure 
the team and better present the result of our 
research.  We have a great deal of work before 
us but the team is in good shape and I am 
optimistic that we can meet all the challenges.
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Top left: Thomas Pogge, Bjørn Ramberg, Anders Strand, Jonas Pfister, Julian Fink, 
Georg Kjøll, Einar Duenger Bøhn, Herman Cappelen, Carsten Hansen, Jennifer 
Hornsby, Torfinn Huvenes, Jan Halvor Undlien, Nicholas Allott

Front left: Deirdre Wilson, Ingrid Lossius Falkum, Mathias Sagdahl, Edmund Henden, 
Chiara Tabet, Olav Gjelsvik, Timothy Chan, Helen Steward, Chirstel Fricke, Dagfinn 
Føllesdal, Rachel Sterken, Seumas Miller, ?, Eline Busck Gundersen. 

Not present: Robyn Carston, Jan Terje Faarlund, Andreas Føllesdal, Alison Jaggar , 
Heine Holmen, Ernest Lepore, Raino Malnes, Anders Nes, Peter Railton, Kari Refsdal, 
Espen Røsbak, Lalaine H. Siruno, Lina Tosterud 
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CSMN structure
Director of CSMN

Christel Fricke

Core Group: 
Herman Cappelen, Christel Fricke, Olav Gjelsvik, 

Carsten Hansen, Jennifer Hornsby, Thomas Pogge, 
Bjørn Ramberg,  Deirdre Wilson

Administration
Administrative Leader:

Jan Halvor Undlien
Administrative Consultant:

Espen Røsbak(Jan-Apr)
Lina Tosterud (Apr-)

Linguistic Agency

Research Directors:
Herman Cappelen

Deirdre Wilson

Research Coordinators:
Robyn Carston

Jan Terje Faarlund
Ernest Lepore

Herman Cappelen
Deirdre Wilson

Affiliated researchers:
Richard Breheny
John Hawthorne

Francois Recanati
Dan Sperber
Jason Stanley

Post Docs:
Chiara Tabet

Nicholas Allott

Rational Agency

Research Directors:
Olav Gjelsvik

Jennifer Hornsby

Research Coordinators:
Carsten Hansen
Bjørn Ramberg
Olav Gjelsvik

Jennifer Hornsby
Helen Steward

Researcher:
Edmund Henden

Post Docs:
Anders Nes

Timothy Chan
Nicholas Allott

Moral Agency

Research Directors:
Christel Fricke
Thomas Pogge

Research Coordinators:
Andreas Føllesdal

Alison Jaggar
Raino Malnes
Peter Railton

Christel Fricke
Thomas Pogge

Post Doc:
Eline Busck-Gundersen

Anders Nes

PhD students:
Rachel Sterken

Georg Kjøll
Torfinn Huvenes

PhD student:
Heine Holmen

Mathias Sagdahl

PhD students:
Kari Refsdal 

Lalaine H. Siruno

Research School
Director: Olav Gjelsvik

Coordinator: Carsten Hansen

Cognition and 
Communication:

Endre Begby

Addiction, Choice and 
Responsible Agency:

Olav Gjelsvik
Edmund Henden

Towards a Defensible 
Platonism:

Dagfinn Føllesdal
Kai Hauser
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The CSMN Affiliate 
Program
The Centre for the Study of Mind in Nature (CSMN) has invited 
PhDstudents and post doctoral fellows at the University of Oslo 
who work on topics related to our own research to become 
affiliates of the centre.  

The CSMN Affiliate Program should contribute 
to the achievement of four interrelated goals:
 
(1) Increasing the visibility of all the work done 
by PhD student and Post Docs at the University 
of Oslo which contributes to any of the three 
main research areas identified by CSMN. 

(2) Making it possible for affiliates to help us  
strengthen CSMN as an active and stimulating 
research community at the University of Oslo, 
and in particular at the Faculties  of Humanities 
and Social Sciences. 

(3) Achieving a stronger research collaboration 
with scholars at the University of Oslo. 

(4) Creating a mechanism by which CSMN 
is able to support research by PhD students 
and Post docs whose work contributes to the 
centre’s progress in its core areas.

PhDstudents and post doctoral fellows with 
a formal connection to the University of Oslo 
can become CSMN affiliates.  This only applies 
to researchers who are carrying out research 

related to one of CSMN’s sub-projects. 
Affiliates are invited to participate in all activities 
of CSMN (conferences, workshops, seminars, 
reading groups etc.).

Affiliates carry out their research in the context 
of CSMN. They can formally present themselves 
as affiliated with the centre and apply for 
support for their research (for instance travel 
grants allowing them to discuss their research 
at international conferences and workshops) or 
for funding of events to be hosted by CSMN. In 
return, they are expected to provide CSMN with 
a yearly updated record of their work.

So far, CSMN has 13 affiliated PhD studentsand 
Post Docs, whose backgrounds include 
philosophy linguistics, political science and 
North America Studies. Unfortunately only three 
of them are women. In 2009 we will encourage 
more female PhD studentsand Post Docs to 
become affiliates.

Christel Fricke

Kim Angell

Terje Lohndal

Gry OftedalJorid Moen

Espen Gamlund Robert Huseby
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Frank Barel

Ingrid Lossius Falkum Guro Fløgstad

Einar Duenger Bøhn Lene Bomann-Larsen

Jacob Elster

Gry Oftedal Anders Strand

Tor Otterholt

Jon Anstein Olsen
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Moral Agency 
Moral agency is a form of rational agency. It is governed by norms, by norms of rationality in 
general and by moral norms in particular.  Norms of rationality do not underlie historical and 
cultural variation. Social norms do. The question is whether we can defend any substantive 
account of moral norms which have authority for all human agents, independently of the 
particular cultural framework and its social norms that shaped their behavioural habits and, in 
particular, their motivationally relevant emotions. 

Social and Moral Norms in Intentional 
Action (Fricke, Malnes)
People typically have moral beliefs and 
moral emotions. Which are these beliefs, 
how do they evolve, and to what extent 
do they underlie cultural variation? What 
role do moral emotions play in practical 
deliberation and decision making? Any 
attempt at understanding moral norms as a 
natural phenomenon (rather than as a mere 
cultural construction) has to take answers 
to these questions into account. Whereas 
philosophers typically raise normative 
questions about moral norms, research on the 
social reality of moral beliefs and emotions is 
done in the various social sciences. Whereas 
this first branch of the Moral Agency research 
within CSMN focuses on social scientific 
research on actual moral practice, it is closely 
related to the more normatively oriented 
research of the third branch.

CSMN – NHH cooperation
CSMN and the Norwegian School of 
Economics and Business Administration (NHH 
– Bertil Tungodden and Alexander Cappelen) 
collaborate on a research project which aims 
at a contribution to a better understanding of 
how fairness considerations affect individual 

decision making. CSMN has financed several 
economic experiments that are part of this 
project. 

The experiment conducted by Bertil 
Tungodden and Alexander Cappelen in 
2008/2009 was designed to study fairness 
views and beliefs about the trustworthiness 
of others among convicted prisoners and to 
compare these views and beliefs to those 
of males in the same age group drawn 
from a sample that is representative for the 
Norwegian population. This is, as far we know, 
the only economic experiment conducted 
on convicted criminals which aims to study 
how fairness views affect their behavior. The 
results from this experiment have not yet 
been analyzed. 

Interdisciplinary workshop on Adam 
Smith and the Conditions of a Moral 
Society
CSMN hosted an interdisciplinary workshop 
on Adam Smith and the Conditions of a Moral 
Society, contributing to the celebrations of 
the 250th anniversary of the first publication 
of Adam Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments. 
Adam Smith’s work on moral philosophy has 
recently attracted a great deal of attention 

not only from the side of philosophers 
but also from the side of various social 
scientists.  This is because Smith has chosen 
a bottom-up approach to moral theory, 
trying to understand morality as a natural 
phenomenon without thereby neglecting 
the normative questions which moral theory 
has to address. Even though his aim is 
normative in kind – he argues for certain 
kinds of behaviour to be proper or morally 
right – his theory is extensively informed 
by observational knowledge on the way 
people actually behave (and this knowledge 
has been further confirmed by research in 
sociology, behavioural psychology and, more 
recently, by the neurosciences). Smith’s 
moral philosophy provides an example for 
an answer to the question how normative 
moral theory should be informed by what 
actual people actually believe about morality 
and what impact their believes have on their 
social behaviour. 

The proceedings of this conference, co-
edited by Kalle Moene (ESOP/UiO), Ragnvald 
Kalleberg (Sociology/UiO) and Raino Malnes 
(Political Science/UiO), are presently under 
review for being published in the Adam Smith 
Review.
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Jon Elster (on behalf of this conference): ‘This 
is what a research centre should do: inspire 
people to read books that they might not have 
read otherwise and thereby discover new 
sources of inspiration for further research.’

Forgiveness as a Moral Phenomenon
Research on actual moral practice cannot 
ignore the phenomenon of wrongdoing. One 
essential way of dealing with past wrongdoing 
and its consequences is to engage in a 
discourse about forgiveness. In 2008, CSMN 
had hosted a workshop on Forgiveness as a 
Moral Phenomenon, co-organized by Christel 
Fricke and Charles Griswold. Participants 
of this workshop explored the practice of 
forgiveness in different contexts, where 
different kinds of wrongdoing are at stake. 
In 2009, Christel Fricke worked on the 
edition of a volume with papers on the topic, 
including the revised contributions to this 
conference. She wrote a paper to be included 
in this volume, exploring the interface of the 
moral norms governing forgiveness and the 
psychological reality of actual processes of 
forgiveness.

The volume has been submitted to Routledge 
and is at present under review.

Cooperation with the Rational Agency 
Team
Another event that contributed to the 
research on actual moral practice and its 
natural foundations was co-organized by 
the Rational Agency team of CSMN (Bjørn 
Ramberg and others) and the Centre for 
Subjectivity Research in Copenhagen.  World 
leading experimental psychologists Michael 
Tomasello (Leipzig) and Philippe Rochat 
(Emory University, Atlanta) presented their 
recent experiments comparing the behaviour 
of human infants and apes under certain 
experimentally defined conditions.  

Distributive and Political Justice 
(Pogge, Jaggar, Follesdal)
According to a now wide spread understanding 
of morality, a moral agent has to respect all 
humans as equals. Ever since the French 
revolution, equality has been on the agenda 
of political debates. But even though there 
are some nations, like for example Norway, 
which have gone far in providing at least equal 

opportunities for all their citizens, we cannot 
overlook that, on the global level, there are 
huge differences both between and within 
nations not only concerning the opportunities 
(education and professional careers) people 
actually have but also concerning their access 
to goods for satisfying basic needs. A rational 
agent who takes the demands of morality 
seriously cannot close her eyes to this global 
lack of distributive and political justice.

Co-operation with CAPPE: The 
Health Impact Fund (HIF – Pogge 
and Hollis)
CSMN is, in cooperation with CAPPE, co-
sponsering the project The Health Impact 
Fund – Making New Medicines Accessible for 
All (HIF). In 2009, Thomas Pogge and Aidan 
Hollis further promoted the HIF which was 
launched by CSMN in Oslo in 2008.  

Co-operation with CAPPE: The 
Feminization of Poverty (FemPov – 
Jaggar and Pogge)
In March 2009, CSMN hosted the kick-off 
workshop for the FemPov project, directed 
by Alison Jaggar and Thomas Pogge. There 
is no ‘fact of the matter’ about poverty, if 
this means that poverty is a feature of the 
world that can be identified and described 
independently of human judgments about 
what constitutes a minimally decent human 
life. Poverty is a normative concept because 
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it is inevitably informed by such judgements. 
But this does not mean that the concept of 
poverty is arbitrary. Its use must be governed 
by arguments that engage with the way in 
which the concept and its affiliates are used 
in a variety of contexts.

If, as the project assumes and will try to 
make evident, women and girls are heavily 
over-represented among the poor, women 
and girls are systematically disadvantaged 
compared to men and boys. Therefore a 
well-constructed poverty index should take 
account of any systematic biases in the 
distribution of poverty. The question of the 
extent to which women and girls are in fact 
over-represented among the poor, and/or 
whether there is a trend towards the greater 
feminisation of poverty, cannot be resolved 
on the basis of current data.

Alison Jaggar visited CSMN and started, in 
co-operation with Theresa Tobin, working 
on a book on ‘Ethics Across Borders: Moral 
Reasoning in a Diverse and Unequal World’.  
Both presented their work in progress at a 
workshop which was co-hosted by the Centre 
for Gender Research at the UiO.

Co-operation with CAPPE: Seumas 
Miller visiting CSMN
Seumas Miller (CAPPE/ANU) visited CSMN 
and spoke at a seminar on ‘Collective 
Responsibility, Epistemic Action and Climate 
Change: A Theory and an Application’.

Co-operation with The Norwegian 
Centre for Human Rights
Andreas Føllesdal co-directed a project at 
the Centre for Advanced Study, Oslo, on the 
question ‘Should States Ratify Human Rights 
Conventions?’  This work continues in 2010.

Naturalizing ‘Needs’

Laleine Siruno writes a PhD thesis exploring 
whether and how the notion of ‘needs’ can 
be naturalized. The notion of ‘needs’ plays 
an essential part in the accounting of global 
poverty. As noted above, ‘poverty’ is a 
normative notion, but it is not arbitrary in so 
far as it is based on a substantive, empirically 
informed notion of ‘needs’. Laleine Siruno 
develops a notion of ‘basic needs’ informed 
by what people need for being in a position to 
claim their share of global happiness.
In 2009, Laleine Siruno spent all in all 8 
months at the University of Oxford (UK), 
visiting the Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical 
Ethics. (Please, check !)

Procedures of Moral Justification 
(Fricke, Railton)
Is there a substantive account of moral norms 
which have authority for all human agents, 
independently of the particular cultural 
framework to which they belong?  How 
can such an account be justified? Is there 
something in human nature that enables 
humans to become moral agents?  Ever since 
the age of the Enlightenment there have been 
basically two strategies for answering this 
question: What enables humans to be moral 
agents has been understood in terms of their 
emotional nature and capacity of learning 
or in terms of their rationality. Whereas 
several versions of the first strategy were 
adopted by the philosophers of the Scottish 
Enlightenment, the second strategy was most 
prominently adopted by Kant. Both strategies 
remain present in contemporary moral theory, 
and both strategies have their adherents 
within CSMN.

Morality and Individual Happiness
Peter Railton’s work on moral theory is inspired 
by virtue theory, trying to accommodate the 
demands of morality with the natural human 
desire for happiness. He visited CSMN and 

gave a seminar on ‘Two cheers for virtue’ and 
a lecture on ‘The Nature of Desire and the 
Debate over Internal vs. External Reasons’. 
While in Oslo, he was available for discussing 
work in progress both with senior and junior 
members of CSMN and CSMN affiliates, and 
all made extensive use of this.

Morality as a Demand of Rationality
In her PhD project, Kari Refsdal explores 
how the Kantian account of moral agency 
in terms of rational and free agency can be 
reformulated and defended in terms of the 
present debate about reasons which are 
metaphysically real and to which the rational 
agent responds. She rejects the assumption 
of there being external reasons a rational 
agent has to respond to independently of 
her or his interests, needs or desires. But if 
moral reasons cannot be understood in terms 
of external reasons, how can we then account 
of moral reasons as essentially distinct from 
any other reasons to which a rational agent 
responds? Kari spent the spring semester of 
2009 at the University of Michigan, working 
with Peter Railton. She submitted a paper for 
the International Kant conference in Pisa in 
2010 which has been accepted.

Morality as an Emotionally Based 
Social Need
Christel Fricke’s work on moral theory is 
inspired by Adam Smith. She understands 
human rationality basically in terms 
of instrumental rationality and human 
motivation in terms of the originally Humean 
belief-desire psychology.  Human morality 
can be explained in terms of basic human 
emotional needs: Humans can only live 
happily within a peaceful community. 
Nevertheless, their emotions do not naturally 
motivate them to make the morally right 
choices. They have to learn to overcome 
their natural disposition to be overly selfish. 



31

And they actually learn this mainly through 
interaction and critical mutual feedback. The 
challenge is how to understand this process 
of interaction as a process of moral learning. 
In the framework of Fricke’s approach, moral 
norms are considered as partly determined 
by nature (including human nature) and 
partly dependent on social construction. 
Her bottom-up approach to moral norms is 
subject to the objection that ‘it takes too many 
evenings’. But she considers participation in 
processes of interaction which shape social 
and moral norms as a necessary condition for 
actually becoming a moral person.

In 2009, she worked on two editorial projects, 
an interdisciplinary volume with papers 
on ‘Forgiveness as a Moral Phenomenon’ 
(which has been submitted for reviewing 
at Routledge) and a journal issue with the 
proceedings of the Adam Smith conference 
hosted by CSMN in 2009 (submitted for 
reviewing at the Adam Smith Review).  She 
wrote papers for both editorial projects. She 
also gave several presentations on topics 
related to a Smith-inspired moral theory.

Among the leading scholars in whose work 
the interactive nature of human morality 
plays an essential part is Stephen Darwall. 
Stephen Darwall visited CSMN and gave a 
seminar on ‘The Second Person Standpoint’ 

and a lecture on ‘Demystifying Promises’.

The Metaphysics of Moral Norms
Eline Busck-Gunderson explores how to 
understand the metaphysics of moral norms 
in terms of response-dependence theories. 
More particularly, she studied the evolution 
of moral practices and the implications of the 
evolved nature of moral practices on theories 
in meta-ethics. Her assumption is that 
appropriately chosen response-dependence 
theories are among the theories best placed 
to accommodate the evolutionary nature of 
moral practices. She has written two papers 
which, after reviewing, have been accepted 
and will be published in 2010.

Hannah Ginsborg visited CSMN and gave 
a seminar on ‘Primitive Normativity and 
Scepticism about Rules’ and a lecture on 
‘Concepts as Rules: A Kantian Perspective’.

Cooperation with the Rational 
Agency Team
The rational agency team organized a 
workshop on Emotions and Agency.

Report by Professor Onora O’Neill, 
auditor
The CSMN has asked external auditors to 
comment on the activities and
research output of the respective research 

projects on an annual basis and
to suggest revisions of our activities for 
the coming years. Professor Emerita Onora 
O’Neill, Baroness O’Neill of Bengarve has 
written the auditors’ report for the Moral 
Agency project in 2009. She points out the 
importance of making more explicit how the 
various branches of research within Moral 
Agency interrelate and how
exactly they contribute to achieving the 
overall aim of understanding
normativity and its place in nature. 
Furthermore, she writes: “The publications 
include high quality academic papers in 
top international journals; papers in a wide 
range of less well known journals; papers 
in conference proceedings, as well as some 
books and edited books.” O’Neill notes that 
the quality is “inevitably varied, and this is 
what one would expect and is needed to 
reach a wide range of audiences.” O’Neill 
describes the workshops and conferences 
as “many of them (are) impressive with 
distinguished participants and high quality 
collaborations.” The value of the established 
international networks is “outstanding” 
and she points out that this involvement in 
international networks makes the project as 
a whole “much less exposed to the problems 
of sudden and erratic brain drain” than 
alternative models might lead to.
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New projects
During 2009 three new projects were initiated by CSMN-members: ‘Cognition and Communica-
tion: New Foundations for Contextualism’, ‘Addiction, Choice & Responsible Agency’ and ‘To-
wards a Defensible Platonism: Outline of an Epistemology for Non-Material Objects’.

Cognition and Communication: New 
Foundations for Contextualism 
My project weaves together ideas from two 
major strands in recent philosophy of language 
and mind, externalism and contextualism. The 
overarching philosophical motivation is to use 
externalist insights to outline a new model of 
communication to serve as the foundation of a 
radical contextualism. 

Externalism and  contextualism  are among 
the most hotly debated topics in recent 
analytic philosophy, yet there has never 
been a systematic study bringing the two 
together. My project starts from precisely such 
a juxtaposition, with the aim of providing a 
new theoretical footing for  contextualism. 
One motivation for choosing this starting 
point is that while contextualism  remains a 
very controversial doctrine, externalism has 
deservedly come to enjoy a status of great 
philosophical plausibility. Yet, though seldom 
recognized as such, externalism is at heart 
a contextualist position. First, I show how 
we can render  contextualism  more robust by 
boosting its scope and ambition: we must 

take  contextualism  not merely  as a doctrine 
about semantics, narrowly construed, but 
also as bearing on psychological content. In 
spite of its plausibility, such a move is resisted 
by many contributors on both sides of 
the  contextualism  debates. Nonetheless, in 
resisting this move, contextualists are doing 
their theory a great disservice, as can be 
seen by examples from the development of 
externalism. 

Second, I counter the strongest criticism 
of  contextualism, namely that it cannot 
account for communication. I concede 
that contextualism is incompatible with a certain 
widely accepted model of communication. 
The problem, however, is with this model of 
communication, not with contextualism  itself. 
I show, on independent grounds, how this 
model suffers from crucial flaws and should 
be abandoned. As a result, we are free to 
construe contextualism as a further argument 
against this model of communication, not as a 
theory to be tested against it. Finally, I go on to 
outline a new model of communication which is 
not merely compatible with contextualism, but 

builds on and actively integrates contextualist 
insights by showing how contextual factors can 
support communicative understanding when 
shared, conventional semantic resources come 
up short.

Endre Begby

Addiction, Choice & Responsible 
Agency
The project ”Addiction, Choice and Responsible 
Agency” commenced in the spring 2009. CSMN 
received funding for the project from Norwegian 
Research Council (NRC) in November, allowing 
us to add Edmund Henden to our team of 
researchers.

Addiction is a major challenge conceptually 
and socially. Conceptually it raises the paradox 
of why some people act destructively and 
contrary to their own expressed will. Socially it 
is challenging because addiction to smoking, 
alcohol, gambling and illegal drugs causes 
much suffering. At the centre of our approach 
to addiction will be a set of conceptual and 
theoretical issues that lies at the intersection 
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between economics, philosophy and 
psychology. A unifying research theme is 
what it is about addiction, if anything, that 
produces impaired autonomy and diminished 
responsibility, and what policy implications, if 
any, this should have for issues related to e.g., 
addicts’ capability to give informed consent, 
the use of force in treatment of addiction, and 
more generally, the relevance of considerations 
of harm and paternalistic intervention in 
society’s reactions to addictive behaviour.

Olav Gjelsvik

John Templeton Foundation Grant 
#13162, Towards a Defensible 
Platonism: Outline of an Epistemology 
for Non-Material Objects
For the three year period April 1, 2009 to 
March 31, 2012, John Templeton Foundation is 
supporting the following project that is hosted 
by CSMN, with Dagfinn Føllesdal and Kai Hauser 
as co-researchers: “Towards a Defensible 
Platonism: Outline of an Epistemology for 
Non-Material Objects.” The support from the 
Templeton Foundation amounts to $250000 

for the three years, while CSMN’s main 
commitment is to arrange two conferences 
related to the project, one in the fall of 2010, 
the second one in the fall of 2011.

The aim of the project is to examine two 
classical problems in the philosophy of 
mathematics: what is the ontological status 
of the entities studied in mathematics, and 
how can these entities be known? Various 
schemes, each claiming to bridge the gap, 
have been devised ranging from nominalism 
(there are only physical objects) to formalism 
(mathematicians study possible configurations 
of signs devoid of meaning), intuitionism 
(mathematics is about the mental constructions 
of an idealized subject), conventionalism 
(mathematical statements are true by 
convention) and fictionalism (mathematical 
understanding is akin to understanding the 
plot in a novel), to name just a few. None of 
these, however, offers any explanation of why 
working mathematicians often report that they 
find themselves compelled to believe that they 
are dealing with autonomous entities.

The aim of this project is to provide a philosophy 
of mathematics that can do justice to the way 
in which mathematics is actually practiced. 
The key to such a philosophy, in our opinion, 
lies in its ability to reconcile the objective and 
subjective aspects of mathematical experience. 
To that end we employ ideas from Husserl’s 
phenomenology. Our reason for employing 
Husserl as our starting point is that Husserl 
has addressed the questions concerning 
the epistemological status of non-material 
objects more clearly and in greater detail than 
any other philosopher we know of, and his 
phenomenological approach seems to us 
more promising than any alternative.  Husserl’s 
suitability for the task was also recognized by 
Gödel, who studied Husserl very thoroughly.  
Part of the project is therefore a close study of 
Gödel’s mathematical and philosophical work.
Hauser and Follesdal’s lectures and 
publications in connection with the project are 
listed towards the end of this report, in Talks of 
CSMN members abroad and Publications.

Dagfinn Føllesdal
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Revenues 2009 NOK

Revenues accounted for at CSMN
Host institution 
Research Council Norway - CoE 
Active partners (to be named)
Templeton Foundation
NFR 190393 addiction, choice & responsible agency
NFR 190857 cognition and communication
Other private sources

Sum revenues accounted for at CSMN 

Revenues not accounted for at CSMN

Arche-Univ of St.Andrews
Cappe
UiO staff contrubution (not accounted for)
Other

Sum revenues not accounted for at CSMN 

Sum annual revenues 2009

7 651 000
8 578 000

485 000
1 173 000

333 000

18 220 000

550 000
220 000

4 882 000

5 652 000

23 872 000

Accounts 2009
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Expenditures 2009 NOK

Expenditures accounted for at CSMN
Personnel and overhead 
(Salaries and social costs)
(Overhead)
Consultants and ext. services (FoU) 
Scientific equipement 
Other operational costs 

Sum expenditures accounted for at CSMN 

Expenditures not accounted for at CSMN
Personnel and overhead 
(Salaries and social costs)
(Overhead)
Consultants and ext. services (FoU)
Scientific equipement 
Other operational costs 

Sum expenditures not accounted for at CSMN 

Sum expenditures 

For transfer 2010 (+/-)

12 901 000
11 093 000

1 808 000
1 439 000

81 000
4 192 000

18 613 000

5 288 000
4 599 000

689 000
0
0

440 000

5 728 000

24 341 000

-393 000
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Revenues 2010 NOK

Revenues accounted for at CSMN
Host institution 
Research Council Norway - CoE 
Active partners (to be named)
John Templeton Foundation
Other public sources
NFR 190393 addiction, choice & responsible agency 
NFR 190857 cognition and communication
NFR 201896 distribution of poverty
Other private sources

Sum revenues accounted for at CSMN 

Revenues not accounted for at CSMN
Arche-Univ of St.Andrews
Cappe
UiO staff contrubution (not accounted for)

Other

Sum revenues not accounted for at CSMN 

Sum annual revenues 2010

11 019 000
11 495 000

485 000

1 453 000
824000

1 141 000

26 417 000

485 000
220 000

1 911 000

0

2 616 000

29 033 000

Budget 2010
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16 269 000
13 986 000

2 283 000
1 500 000

80 000
7 295 000

25 144 000

1 200 000
1 000 000

200 000
0
0

1 022 000

2 222 000

27 366 000

1 274 000
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