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Editorial

From DLing to Bulletin of the Department of Linguistics & Philology

DLing, the bulletin of the Department of Linguistics and Phi-
lology,	 was	 launched	 in	 2005	 and	 came	 out	 in	 five	 issues	 till	
2009.	 	 It	 is	 believed	 that	 all	 five	 issues	 have	 achieved	 the	 objec-
tives of the bulletin by providing information concerning the ob-
jectives	 and	 activities	 of	 the	 department.	 	 The	 contents	 of	 those	
issues were essentially news and reports and, most of all, pro-
moting Linguistics and Philology which are inherently related dis-
ciplines and in which the mission of the department is anchored.     

Apart from running a BA program, the Department of Linguistics 
and Philology is engaged in managing MA/MSc and PhD programs 
along with conducting research.  Currently, the department has 149 
PhD and 99 MA/MSc students in Linguistics and Philology as well 
as 65 BA students in Sign Language and Linguistics (313 students in 
total).  The expansion of the postgraduate programs—with the aim 
of meeting especially the requirements of the newly established uni-
versities and other higher academic institutions for high-level teach-
ers and researchers—and paying special attention to research are 
commensurate with the mission of Addis Ababa University which 
in turn is based on the development needs of the country.  In view 
of	 the	preceding	fundamental	national	objective	and	the	reality	 the	
Department of Linguistics and Philology is in, it was found neces-
sary to tune the orientation of the bulletin towards encouraging the 
attainment of professionalism and the production of research out-
puts that can enhance development.   Hence, the sixth issue of the 

bulletin bears a new title—Bulletin of the Department of Linguis-
tics & Philology.  The new title is believed to be more transparent 
and	inclusive	as	well	as	reflective	of	the	mission	of	the	department.				

Apart from presenting news and reports related to the activi-
ties of the department, as did the previous issues, this issue addi-
tionally carries synopses of research outputs of doctoral disser-
tations.  The editorial committee hopes to continue in this vein 
towards improving the status of the bulletin in cooperation with 
active participation of  the department staff, assistance from the 
College of Humanities, Language Studies, Journalism and Com-
munication (CHLSJC) and  the support of all those concerned.
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News 

AAU and HU Conduct Linguistic Capacity Building Workshops 

The Department of Linguistics of Addis Ababa University (AAU) and 
the College of Social Sciences and Humanities, Hawassa University 
(HU),	conducted	three	joint	 linguistic	capacity	building	workshops	
in	May,	July	and	December	2014.		The	first	workshop	took	place	at	
Hawassa University from May 23 to 24, 2014.  The purpose of the 
workshop	was	networking,	that	is,	to	familiarize	concerned	officials	
and experts of Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples Region 
(SNNPR)	with	the	implementation	of	a	five-year	project	(2014-2018)	
entitled “Linguistics Capacity Building: Tools for Inclusive Devel-
opment	 in	Ethiopia”.	 	The	project	 is	 sponsored	by	The	Norwegian	
Program for Capacity Development in Higher Education and Re-
search for Development (abbreviated in Norwegian as NORHED).    

The	 networking	 workshop	 focused	 on	 the	 tasks	 of	 the	 first	 year		
(2014)	of	the	project.	Accordingly,	the	action	plans		of	 the	 research	
groups	 of	 the	 project	 (Cushitic,	 Omotic,	 Semitic,	 Sociolinguistics	
and Communication, Sign Language as well as Language Technol-
ogy groups) were discussed.
In addition to research related to education and local capacity build-
ing	 training,	 the	 NORHED	 project	 involves	 postgraduate	 training	
and	 institutional	development.	 	The	project	offers	71	 scholarships,	
that is, 11 PhD (to be registered at AAU) and 18 MA (at AAU and 
HU).  Of the MA scholarships, 12 are for Sign Language (AAU) 6 
for Linguistics and Communication (HU).  The two universities will 
launch two new MA programs: Sign Linguistics (AAU) and Multilin-
gualism (HU).  In relation to institutional development, laptops and 
video cameras will be made available to be used by PhD students and 
researchers.  Some money has also been allocated for buying books.  

Participants of the Hawassa networking workshop
Partial view of the Adama workshop



8 9

Bulletin of the Department of Linguistics & Philology No  6 Bulletin of the Department of Linguistics & Philology No  6

The	 project	 will	 cover	 the	 cost	 for	 participation	 in	 two	 aca-
demic conferences abroad by staff members engaged in the re-
search	 undertakings	 of	 the	 project.	 	The	 PhD	 students	 of	 the	 pro-
ject	will	 also	be	given	a	chance	 to	visit	Norway	 for	 short	periods.		
The second workshop was conducted at Adama Ras Hotel (Adama) 
from	July	25	to	27,	2014.	The	major	agenda	items	of	the	workshop	
were:	field	reports	by	the	research	groups	and	presentations	of	con-
cept	 notes	 by	 the	 selected	 eleven	 PhD	 candidates.	 	 Both	 the	 field	
reports and the concept notes were discussed and commented on by 
the participants of the workshop.
The third workshop was held at Semien Hotel (Addis Aba-
ba) on December 3-4, 2014.  The various research groups of 
the	 project	 presented	 papers	 while	 the	 PhD	 candidates	 present-
ed their proposals.  Discussions were conducted and comments 
were made with regard to both the papers and the proposals.     

The	 implementation	 of	 the	 NORHED	 project	 is	 carried	 out	 joint-
ly by Addis Ababa University and Hawassa University on the 
Ethiopian side and by the University of Oslo (UiO) and Nor-
wegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) on 
the Norwegian side. The budget allocated for the NORHED 
five-year	 project	 is	 nearly	 18	 million	 Kroner	 (54	 million	 Birr).

The proposal for collaboration on linguistic capacity building between 
the Department of Linguistics, AAU, and the Department of Linguis-
tics and Nordic Studies of the University of Oslo, was submitted to NO-
RAD (Norwegian acronym for The Norwegian Agency for Develop-
ment	Cooperation)	in	March	2013.		From	all	over	the	world	173	projects	
were submitted to NORAD of which only 45 were recommended for 
funding	in	June	2013.		The	Linguistic	Capacity	Building	project	was	
among	twelve	projects	from	Ethiopia	which	were	approved	for	fund-
ing.  However, in Ethiopia, Linguistic Capacity Building is the sole 
project	of	which	Addis	Ababa	University	is	the	principal	grant	winner.		

Seven Staff Members Graduate with Doctoral Degrees

Seven staff members of the Department of Linguistics and Phi-
lology successfully completed their doctoral studies. Five are 
from the Linguistics branch of the Department while two are 
from the Philology branch.  Of those from the Linguistics branch, 
three are from the stream of Language Technology while two 
are from the stream of Theoretical and Descriptive Linguistics. Partial view of the workshop at Semien Hotel
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Dr. Beniam Mitiku and Dr. Shimelis Mazengia, both from the stream 
of Theoretical and Descriptive Linguistics,  graduated last July (2006 
E.C).	 	Dr.	Beniam,	who	did	his	 research	under	 the	 joint	PhD	pro-
gram run by the Department of Linguistics and Philology (AAU) and 
the University of Cologne (Germany), studied the complete gram-
mar of Harari, one of the Ethiopian Semitic languages.  Dr. Shime-
lis did a contrastive research on nominalization in two Semitic and 
one Cushitic Ethiopian languages—Amharic, Tigrinya and Oromo.  

Earlier, in 2004 E.C., Dr. Derib Ado, from the stream of Language 
Technology, graduated with a PhD in Experimental Phonetics.  His 
study focuses on investigating the acoustics of Amharic vowels, 
stops	and	ejectives.		In	the	same	stream,	Dr.	Feda	Negese	graduated	
with a PhD in 2006 E.C.  He studied vowel and voice characteris-
tics of pre-lingually deaf children with special focus on acoustic and 
perceptual problems.  Dr. Abebayehu Messele is the other graduate 
(2006 E.C.) from the Language Technology stream.  He did his PhD 
in	Clinical	Linguistics	at	the	University	of	Sheffield,	UK.			The	con-
cern of Dr. Abebabayehu’s study is speech production problems of 
individuals with cleft lip and palate, that is, assessing resonance, ar-
ticulation, and voice as well as exploring cross-linguistic differences. 

From the Philology branch, Dr. Amsalu Tefera (Ge‘ez stream) 
and Dr. Endris Mohammed (Arabic stream) graduated in 2004 
E.C.	 	 Both	 of	 them	 studied	 under	 the	 joint	 PhD	 program	 run	 by	
the Department of Linguistics (AAU) and the University of Flor-
ence, Italy.  It is believed that the seven PhD graduates will en-
hance	 the	 profile	 of	 the	Department	 of	 Linguistics	 and	 Philology.	

Encyclopaedia Aethiopica Completed

Among those present at the event was Professor Baye Yimam from 
the Department of Linguistics and Philology, Addis Ababa Univer-
sity, who was a member of the Editorial Board of Encycropaedia Ae-
thiopica. The festive conference included presentations from funders, 
team members, editors, authors and various accompanying events. 

A Department  Contingent  Participates 
in a Conference at  Hamburg  University

A contingent from the Department of Linguistics and Philology par-
ticipated in a conference which took place at Hiob Ludolf Centre 
for Ethiopian Studies, Hamburg University, Germany (July 17-19, 
2014).  The contingent included: Dr. Amsalu Tefera and Ato Gidena 
Mesfin	(currently	at	Hamburg	University	working	for	his	PhD)	who	
participated in Ge‘ez Philology Panel as well as Dr. Endris Moham-
med,	Ato	Kemal	Ibrahim	(an	in-house	PhD	candidate)	and	Wro	Muna	
Abubaker	who	participated	in	the	Islamic	Philology	Panel.		The	first	
four presented papers; Dr. Amsalu: “Cycles of Zion in the early Ethi-

The publication of Encyclopaedia 
Aethiopica has been completed with 
the 5th volume which was launched 
on 16 July 2014 at a festive con-
ference which was held at Hiob 
Ludolf Centre for Ethiopian Stud-
ies, Hamburg University, Germany. 
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opic texts”, Ato Gidena: “Beyond Tribal Names and Denominations 
in the Texts of Mäft«he S«ray Manuscripts”, Dr. Endris: “Introducing 
an	Arabic	manuscript	of	Shayh	Muḥammad	Shafi	(d.	1806),	Ato	Ke-
mal: “The ‘Unique manuscript collection’ of Seddeqa: Jimma Zone 
(southwestern Ethiopia)”.  Wro Amira Abdulkadir, a former post-
graduate student of the department, was also among the participants.  
The topic of the conference was “Manuscripts and texts, languages 
and contexts: the transmission of knowledge in the Horn of Africa”.   

Preparation of The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languages 
in Progress

The preparation of The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languag-
es was proposed to Oxford University Press by a group of editors 
and was agreed to some months back.  The editors are: Dr. Bedi-
lu	Wakjira,	Dr.	Ronny	Meyer,	Dr.	Yvonne	Treis	 and	Dr.	Zelealem	
Leyew.  Except for Dr. Yvonne Treis, who is from LLACAN (Lan-
gage, Langues, et Cultures d’Afrique Noire), the rest are from the 
Department of Linguistics, Addis Ababa University. The Oxford 
Handbook of Ethiopian Languages will be prepared by senior schol-
ars and young researchers from Ethiopia, Israel, Russia, Germany, 
France, The Netherlands, the United States and Japan who have 
recently worked on various Ethiopian languages or language fami-
lies and, thus, have the most specialized and up-to-date knowledge. 

Reference works on Ethiopian languages in general go back to the 
1970s. Many valuable linguistic descriptions are found in the form of 
unpublished	theses.	Some	are	written	in	ways	that	do	not	fit	modern	

linguistic descriptions. Others contributions are scattered in different 
publications and cannot be accessed easily. A number of publications 
are written in German, French or Italian. Studies on Ethiopian lan-
guages with relatively detailed linguistic descriptions are increasing. 
Nonetheless,	 the	need	 for	 an	up-to-date	major	 reference	work	 that	
provides adequate information is found to be absolutely essential. 
It is believed that The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languages 
will respond to this timely demand. The Handbook will contain en-
tries	on	major	and	hitherto	little-known	or	undocumented	languages.	

The Oxford Handbook of Ethiopian Languages, which is in its initial 
stage,	will	 contain	 approximately	 60	 entries	 divided	 into	 five	 sec-
tions. The introductory section will provide general information on 
Ethiopian	 languages	 and	 their	 sociolinguistic	 profiles.	 It	 will	 also	
summarize the history of linguistic research and its effect on the 
current activities. The second section, Grammatical Descriptions, is 
the heart of the Handbook. This part will provide grammatical over-
views of more than forty individual languages including the Ethio-
pian sign language, and the main linguistic features of the form of 
English and Arabic used in Ethiopia. The descriptions will contain 
the basic language structures without bias to any linguistic theory. 
They will contain information on the phonology, morphology and 
syntax of the respective languages and may optionally be extended to 
semantic and/or pragmatic issues. Every language entry will be ac-
companied by a glossed, translated and time-aligned language sam-
ple. This approach may create new typological views on individual 
languages and will guarantee that the descriptions remain valuable 
and accessible. The remaining three parts of the Handbook will fo-
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cus on areal linguistics, sociolinguistics, and special speech styles. 

The intended readership of the Handbook includes fel-
low scholars, researchers, and graduate students with inter-
est in Ethiopian languages. The Oxford Handbook of Ethio-
pian Languages could also attract general linguists, language 
typologists, researchers on African languages and Ethiopicists. 

Training Given in Ethiopian Sign Language
Three staff members of the Ethiopian Sign Language and Deaf Cul-
ture program of the Department of Linguistics and Philology gave a 
capacity building training to educators of the deaf at Adama Ras Ho-
tel in Adama from June 9 to 12, 2014.  The trainers were Ato Eyasu 
Hailu,	Ato	Paulos	Kassu	and	Ato	Andargachew	Deneke;	all	three	are	
PhD candidates.  The training was given to educators of the deaf 
from all over Ethiopia.  There were forty participants in the training 
program which was organized by the Department of Linguistics and 
Philology.  The training program is part of the “Linguistics Capacity 
Building:	Tools	for	Inclusive	Development	in	Ethiopia”	project	which	
is sponsored by The Norwegian Program for Capacity Development 
in Higher Education and Research for Development (NORHED).

Staff Participate in Various Academic Activities

Prof. Baye gives Lectures and talks on Various Topics
Professor Baye gave a talk at the University of Utrecht (the Neth-
erlands) on ‘Deictics in Amharic’.  He gave the talk during his stay 
at the University from November 17 to 21, 2014 for the defence 
of a PhD dissertation by Dr. Mulusew Asratie from Addis Aba-
ba University.   Professor Baye was one of the readers of Dr. Mu-
lusew’s dissertation who did his study at the University of Utrecht.

Prof. Baye made a presentation at Welk’it’e Bureau of Culture and 
Education on June 10, 2014.   His presentation focused on Moth-
er	Tongue,	 specifically	 on	 the	 question	 of	why	we	 come	 to	 know	
our mother tongue with ease and without there being anyone to 

The capacity building training in progress 
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teach us.  He stated that our knowledge of language is a result of 
a	mental	process	of	adjusting	a	human	capacity	to	a	set	of	facts	of	
a certain social construct into which one happens to be born.   He 
further underscored that the knowledge is simply discovered in-
ductively because it is a biological necessity for a sociological end.

Prof. Baye also made presentations at Bahir Dar University and De-
bre Berhan University.  At Bahir Dar University (May 24, 2014), he 
read a paper to a conference on changes (phonological, morphologi-
cal, syntactic and semantic) that Amharic is undergoing.  Similarly, 
at Debre Berhan University (May 25, 2014) he read a narrative-struc-
tured paper, based on the link between Folklore and Biology,  to a 
conference on how man is apt to destroy the natural environment 
that otherwise would serve as the mainstay of life on the planet earth.  

Prof. Baye gave a talk on “What We Speak” in the New Classroom 
Building	(NCR),	Sidist	Kilo	campus,	AAU,	on	May	7,	2014.		The	talk	
covered issues of language as a biological capacity and speech as idio-
lect or a dialect of local or social nature, in other words, as a performance 
called	for	specific	purposes	and	dictated	by	the	context	of	the	latter.		He	
identified	the	content	of	the	performance	as	power	of	inclusion	and/or	
exclusion which stems from the particular position in the social struc-
ture.  The talk was organized by the College of Social Sciences, AAU. 

Earlier in March 2014, Prof. Baye gave a public lecture on “Pro-
fessionalism and the State of Education in Ethiopia” to a large 
audience including stakeholder from various ministries and or-
ganizations	 at	 Arat	 Kilo	 campus,	 AAU.	 	 The	 event	 was	 or-
ganized by a Think Tank working on Society and Education. 

Dr. Zelealem Conducts  Research and Delivers a Lecture 
Dr. Zelealem Leyew did a two-month research at Johann Wolfgang 
Goethe University in Frankfurt, Germany from August 1 to Septem-
ber 30, 2014.   The research was on a linguistic handbook for teaching 
and general reading.  The title is: Handbook of Linguistics (For use in 
Higher education Institutions in Ethiopia).  Dr. Zelealem hopes that the 
handbook would be ready as of the beginning of the next academic year. 

Dr. Zelealem Leyew, earlier in March, lectured on language en-
dangerment in Ethiopia at Humboldt Colloquium which took place 
at	 Safari	 Park	Hotel,	Nairobi,	Kenya	 (March	 6	 to	 8,	 2014).	 	 	The	
umbrella topic of the colloquium was “The Power of Excellence 
in Science-Enhancing Academic Capacities in Africa”.  The col-
loquium was organized by Alexander Humboldt Foundation.     

Dr. Abebayehu Makes a Presentation on Contrasts in Children 
with Cleft Palate
Dr. Ababayehu Messele presented a paper at the 15th Interna-
tional Phonetics and Linguistics Association Conference which 
was	 held	 at	 Karolinska	 Institutet,	 Stockholm	 (Sweden)	 from	
June 11 to 13, 2014.  The title of his paper was “An explora-
tory study of covert contrasts in children with cleft palate”.  

Prof. Gensler Lectures on Ethiosemitic and Proto-Ethiosemitic
Professor Orin Gensler gave lectures on Ethiosemitic and Proto-Ethi-
osemitic at the University of Florence (Italy) from June 10 to 11, 2014 
respectively.  The lectures were attended by staff and students.  Prof. 
Gensler was invited by Prof. Maria Vittoria Tonietti, Department of Lan-
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guages, Literature and Intercultural Studies (University of Florence).

Dr. Shimelis Participates in Workshop on Harmonization 
of Cushitic Orthographies
Dr. Shimelis Mazengia participated in a workshop on harmo-
nization of the orthographies of the Cushitic languages which 
took place in Nairobi, March 31-April 1, 2014.  The result of the 
workshop has been published by CASAS under the title A  
Standard Orthography for Cushitic Languages, Monograph Se-
ries No 258, 2014. Twelve Cushitic languages were selected from 
Ethiopia, Somalia, Djibouti, Eritrea, Kenya and Tanzania.  The 
languages are: Afar, Borana (in Kenya), Burji, Gede’o, Hadiyya, 
Iraqw (Tanzania), Kambata, Konso, Oromo, Saaho, Sidaama, and 
Somali.  The workshop was organized by The Centre for Advanced 

         .acirfA htuoS ,nwoT epaC ,)SASAC( yteicoS nacirfA fo seidutS

Talks and Lectures Given and Workshops Conducted 
by Guest Scholars

Dr. Levene on Aramaic Dialects 
Dr. Dan Levene, University of Southampton, UK, gave a talk on 
“The Place of the Amharic Dialects in the Semitic Language Group” 
in the New Classroom Building (NCR), Sidist Kilo campus on Janu-
ary 14, 2014. The lecture was attended by staff members as well as 
MA and PhD students of Philology.  Dr. Levene, a Semitist, special-
izes in Aramaic dialects and Hebrew.  His main interests are related 

to primary sources of textual nature and  editing manu-
scripts from late antiquity and the Middle Ages.  He received his PhD 
in Semitic studies from University College London (UCL) in 2000.

Prof. Schiller on Psycholinguistics
Professor Niels O. Shiller gave a talk on “A Psycholinguistic Study 
of Word Production: Behavioral and Electrophysiological Evidence” 
in the Phonetics Lab. of the Department of Linguistics and Philol-
ogy on January 28, 2014.  The talk was attended by staff and PhD 
candidates of the Department.  Professor Schiller is a professor of 
psycho- and neuro-linguistics at Leiden Institute for Brain and Cog-
nition (LIBC) and Leiden University Center for Linguistics (LUCL).

Prof. Johannessen on Corpus Linguistics

She illustrated how the NORDIC dialect corpus at the Text Labora-
tory, University of Oslo, can be utilized in producing various dia-
lect maps based on phonological, morphological and syntactic data. 

Professor Janne Bondi Johannes-
sen, University of Oslo, conducted 
a workshop where she delivered 
two lectures on corpus linguis-
tic issues. Prof. Johannessen made 
demonstrations of Amharic and 
English written corpora as well as 
Tigrigna and Nordic dialect spo-

  .)4102 ,21-01 hcraM(  aroproc nek Prof. Johannessen conducting 
the workshop
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Prof. Edzard on Semitic and Afroasiatic Linguistics

2) The  dichotomy in a comparative Semitic per-
spective; 3) Compounding in Ancient and Modern Semitic; 4) 
Guttural phonology and the Hebrew forms; and  5) Root struc-
ture and noun patterns; comparative lexicography.  The lec-
tures were attended by the staff, PhD and MA students.  

Prof. Fjeld on Lexicography

-er tcelaid ,yhpargocixel fo rosseforp si dlejF   rosseforP
search and responsible for the Bokmål lexicography project. 

Hagen, Nøklestad and Priestly on Language Technology
A language technology group from the University of Oslo, in-
cluding Kristin Hagen, Anders Nøklestad and Joel Priestly, dis-
cussed issues related to language technology with the Language 
Technology group of the Department of Linguistics, AAU, and 
with the NORHED scholarship PhD students (September 22-
23, 2014).  The topics of the discussions include: tools, computer 
software,  transcription and installation of software. 

Dr. Halvorsen on Sign Linguistics
Dr. Rolf Piene Halvorsen, from Sør-Trøndelag University College, 
delivered two lectures, conducted a seminar and discussion on sign 

-viled eH   .4102 ,03 ot 62 yaM mrof supmac oliK tsidiS ta egaugnal
ered the lectures to undergraduate Sign Language students and to Staff 
as well as postgraduate students.  He conducted the seminar, on Sign 

Professor Ruth E. Vatvedt Fjeld, 
from the University of Oslo, lec-
tured on lexicography, that is, on 
planning and making a diction-
ary, on September 19-20, 2014. 
The lectures were attended by the 
researchers of the NORHED pro-
ject and postgraduate students.

Participants in the language technology discussion

Prof. Fjeld lecturing on lexicography

Professor Lutz Edzard, Univer-
sity of Erlangen-Nürnberg and 
University of Oslo, delivered a 
series of lectures on “Recent de-
velopments in Semitic and Afroa-
siatic Linguistics” from March 
10 to 14, 2014.  He presented 

 modules: 1) The usefulness 
of the broader Afroasiatic per-
spective for the study of Semitic; 

Prof. Edzard lecturing on Semitic 
and Afroasiatic Linguistics
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Language,	for	two	PhD	candidates,	Ato	Paulos	Kassu	and	Ato	Andar-
gachew Deneke, who are from the Sign Language and Deaf Culture 
program of the Department of Linguistics and Philology.   Finally, Dr. 
Halvorsen discussed with the Sign Language staff the curriculum de-
signed for the upcoming MA program in Sign Linguistics and he also 
discussed with the staff concerning supervision of the PhD candidates.   

Dr. Lee on the Ethiopian Text of Deuteronomy
Dr. Ralph Lee, a British theologian and Ethiopicist, with a Chemi-
cal Engineering background, delivered a lecture on “The Ethiopian 
Text of Deuteronomy: Preliminary Results from the Manuscript Tra-
dition” in the New Classroom Building (NCR) on April 12, 2014.  
Attendants of the lecture were staff members and students of Philol-
ogy.  Dr. Ralph studied chemical engineering at the University of 
Cambridge.  He taught chemical engineering for ten years in Ethi-
opian and while at Bahirdar University he got interested in Ethio-
pian Orthodox Christianity.  Then he went to the School of Oriental 
and African Studies (SOAS), University of London to study Eastern 
Christianity.  He conducted research on the literary and theologi-
cal connections between Ethiopic and Syriac early Christian litera-
ture.  He has taught Partristic and New Testament (Greek) for the 
past	five	years	at	the	Holy	Trinity	Theological	College,	Addis	Ababa.		

Prof. Lusini on Principles of Textual Criticism  
Professor Gianfrancesco Lu sini from the Oriental University 
of Naples (Italy) gave a seminar on principles of textual criti-
cism	 in	 the	 New	Classroom	Building	 (NCR)	 at	 Sidist	 Kilo	 Cam-
pus on April 11, 2014.  Staff members and, especially, gradu-

ate students of the Philology program attended the seminar.  
Professor Lusini is one of the leading scholars on Ethiopian phi-
lology and has produced dozens of articles and monographs.   

Prof. Banti on Tone in Oromo and on Antiquity and the Middle 
Ages in Ethiopia
Professor Giorgio Banti from the Oriental University of Naples (It-
aly) gave lectures on Tone in Oromo: Sate of the Art and on “What 
Linguistics can Tell Us about Antiquity and the Middle Ages in Ethi-
opia and the Wider Horn of Africa”. Both lectures were delivered in 
the	Phonetics	Lab.	from	April	22	to	23,	2014.		The	first	lecture	was	
attended by staff members and graduate students of Linguistics while 
the second was attended additionally by graduate Philology students.   

Dr. Wood on the Najran Expedition 
Dr.	Philip	Wood	gave	a	 talk	on	“the	Najran	Expedition:	Reception	
and Reaction in the Eastern Christian World”.  The talk, which was 
given in NCR on March 12, 2014 was attended by staff members and 
students.  Dr. Wood completed his DPhil in 2007 at St. John’s College 
and held a British Academy post-doctoral fellowship at Corpus Christi 
College.  He has been teaching the political and cultural history of late 
antiquity at Oxford and Cambridge Universities for the last six years.  
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Synopses of Doctoral Dissertations

The MA and PhD programs offered by the Department of Linguistics 
and Philology require writing a thesis and a dissertation respectively.  
The	theses	and	dissertations	produced	are	made	available	at	Kennedy	
and IES (Institute of Ethiopian Studies) as well at the Electronic The-
sis and Dissertation Collection of AAU Libraries for documentation 
and public consumption.  In addition, the department has decided to 
publish brief synopses of theses and dissertations as of this issue of 
its	bulletin.		Accordingly,	below	are	five	synopses	of	doctoral	disser-
tations	under	four	sub-fields:	1)	Clinical	Linguistics,	2)	Experimental	
Phonetics, 3) Theoretical and Descriptive Linguistics and 4) Philology.       

1.  Clinical Linguistics

Speech Production in Amharic-Speaking Children 
with Repaired Cleft Palate

    Abebayehu Messele Mekonnen

been undertaken on Amharic, the working language of Ethiopia. Am-

Symposium Held in Memory of Prof. Marrassini at AAU

a welcoming speech and the ambassador of Italy, H. E. Dr. Renzo 
Rosso, delivered a keynote speech. The contributions of Professor 
Marrassini to the philological program at AAU, to the Ethiopian his-
torical studies and to the Ethiopian textual scholarship were lauded, 
respectively, by Dr. Moges Yigezu, President of the Philological So-
ciety of Ethiopia, Prof. Shiferaw Bekele and Dr. Mersha Alehegne.  
Prof. Baye Yimam and Dr. Hirut Woldemariam, Vice President for 
Institutional	Development,	AAU,	shared	their	reflections	on	Profes-
sor Marrassini the person and the scholar.  From among his former 
students, Dr. Endris Mohammed and Dr. Amsalu Tefera gave testi-
monies about the imprint of Professor Marrassini on the Ethiopian 
Philology.

A symposium was held in mem-
ory of the late Professor Paolo 
Marrassini  (1942- 2013) at 
Addis Ababa  University (AAU), 
in Mekonnen Hall, Institute of 
Ethiopian Studies (IES) on April 
22, 2013.  Prof. Masresha Fetene, 
Vice President for Research and 
Technology Transfer made The late Prof. Paolo Marrassini

Cleft lip/palate is one of the most 
frequent birth malformations affect-
ing the structure and function of the 
upper lip and/or palate. Studies have 
shown that a cleft palate often affects 
an individual’s speech production, 
and such a typical speech production 
has been reported across a variety of 
languages. No such studies have 
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haric	 has	 pulmonic	 as	well	 as	 non-pulmonic	 (ejective)	 consonants	
one of the factors which distinguish the language from other languag-
es reported in the cleft literature. The aim of this study is therefore to 
describe speech production features of Amharic-speaking individuals 
with repaired cleft palate and compare with cleft-related speech char-
acteristics reported in other languages.  

The study employed a descriptive research design, which involved a 
combination of perceptual and instrumental (acoustic) phonetic and 
phonological analysis. It also compared the speech of children with 
cleft to the speech of typically-developing children.

Speech samples were obtained from 20 children aged between 5.0 
and 14.0 years, with a repaired cleft palate, and a control group of 
5 typically-developing children aged between 4.0 and 6.0 years; all 
resident in and around Addis Ababa. A 13.11 year-old girl was addi-
tionally recruited specially for the acoustic analysis part of the study, 
in order to normalise the age range. 

Perceptual analysis of the speech of the children with cleft palate 
showed that articulation of consonants, and voicing as well as reso-
nance were considerably affected. Active and passive cleft-type re-
alizations	and	non-cleft	developmental	articulations	were	identified.	
In addition, retracted vowel productions and nasalized vowels were 
recorded. Unusual uses of airstream mechanism and voicing patterns 
were also observed in some of the children with cleft palate. Further-
more,	atypical	nasal	airflow	and	nasal	resonance	were	perceived	in	
all of the children with cleft palate. Some of these atypical segmen-

tal realizations were conditioned by context and/or elicitation mode, 
while others were attested across different contexts and in all sam-
pling conditions.  More children with cleft palate demonstrated glot-
tal	 realisations	 for	 ejectives	 than	 for	 the	pulmonics.	Generally,	 the	
children with cleft palate preferred backed articulations, particularly 
glottal	realisations,	for	ejectives.	

Implosives	were	noted	as	used	to	realise	target	ejectives.	The	use	of	
implosives	for	ejectives	may	be	because	implosives	are	perceptually	
different from pulmonic consonants and are produced mainly on an 
ingressive airstream, which therefore circumvents the problem of air-
flow	being	lost	at	the	velopharyngeal	port.		In	addition,	more	clicks	
were	used	by	the	children	for	ejectives	than	for	pulmonics.	This	ap-
pears to be due to the fact that clicks require a very small air pressure 
trapped in the oral cavity so that a relatively small movement of the 
tongue	produces	 a	 significant	 change	 in	 intraoral	 air	 pressure,	 and	
makes possible the production of a loud release burst. Moreover, the 
production	of	clicks	(at	least	the	closure	phase)	may	not	be	signifi-
cantly	affected	by	velopharyngeal	insufficiency	(VPI),	as	the	build-
up of air pressure is created within the oral cavity, anterior to the 
velopharyngeal port. It is important to note that even though, from 
the aerodynamics of speech view point, other non-pulmonic sounds 
(particularly clicks and implosives) seem to be relatively easier to 
produce	than	ejectives	for	the	children	with	cleft	palate.		This	could	
be attributed to several reasons of which one might be that it is sim-
ply	impossible	or	very	difficult	to	produce	clicks	with	an	unrepaired	
palate, and also after surgery the children tend to continue with the 
articulatory behavior established before surgery. It could also be be-
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cause clicks are so rare cross-linguistically, hence using them in lan-
guages in which these sounds are not part of their phonemic inven-
tories	would	make	the	children’s	speech	difficulty	more	pronounced.	

The phonetic and phonological analysis revealed that phonetic vari-
ability in the speech of the children with cleft palate was common.  
Apart from the variability conditioned by context and elicitation 
mode there was also unsystematic inconsistency. 

The	findings	of	 the	present	study	may	be	interpreted	as	supporting	
the view that atypical speech production features that are articulatory 
in nature, as a result of structural abnormality, may lead to phono-
logical atypicalities.
 
It is important to note that some of the contrasts (e.g., voicing, pulmo-
nic	vs.	ejective)	which	were	deemed	to	be	lost	in	the	speech	of	some	
children with cleft palate based on perceptual analysis might be too 
subtle to be detected perceptually.  However, they may not be actual-
ly	absent	and	could	be	identifiable	by	means	of	instrumental	analysis.	
The examination of the acoustic parameters employed by individual 
children suggested that at least three of the children with cleft palate 
were	aware	of	the	pulmonic-ejective	contrast	and	seemed	to	signal	
the contrasts consistently, although in such a way that the listener 
could not perceive them distinctly. This suggests that the particular 
speech	difficulty	associated	with	cleft	palate	is	essentially	phonetic	
in	nature,	even	though	it	has	phonological	consequences.	The	find-
ings imply that covert contrasts need to be carefully examined, when 
perceived	contrasts	are	judged	to	be	absent,	because	determining	the	

presence	 or	 absence	 of	 covert	 contrasts	 is	 of	 clinical	 significance,	
as features of speech realisations are evaluated and managed on the 
basis of perceived lack of contrast in their speech . Furthermore, the 
findings	also	suggested	that,	if	the	children	were	making	covert	pul-
monic-ejective	contrasts,	then	it	is	quite	possible	that	they	were	also	
making other covert phonological contrasts such as voiced-voiceless 
and place of articulation contrasts.

2.  Experimental Phonetics

An Acoustic Analysis of Amharic Vowels, Plosives and Ejectives    
       Derib Ado

The recordings were made on the CSL 4400 hard drive attached to a 
computer with a sampling rate of 44100 Hz and quantization of 16 
bits. 

Analysis procedures
The data recorded for the analysis of vowels was down-sampled to 

1 F1, F2 and F3 are the first second and fourth formants of a vowel.

This is an experimental study which 
aims at  identifying the basic acous-
tic properties of Amharic vowels: F0, 
F1, F2 and F31 , and relative duration 
in different contexts; and describ-
ing the salient acoustic properties of 
Amharic stops that account for place, 
voice and airstream differences. 
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11025 Hz with the CSL 4400 software package. Duration measure-
ments were made with Praat version 5.1.23 and spectral measure-
ments	were	made	using	CSL	4400	by	Kay	Elemetrics	(now	Kay	Pen-
tax) and Praat version 5.1.23.  
In the analysis of stops, the data were re-sampled at 22,050 Hz. Du-
rational measurements were made using Praat (version 5.1.23). Spec-
tral measurements were made with the CSL 4400 software package 
with a 6 ms hamming window (128 points) by placing the cursor at 
the onset of the burst on the spectrogram. Voice measurements were 
made using Praat (version 5.1.23)

Results and Discussion on Vowels
Based on the phonetic analysis conducted, it is proposed that Amhar-
ic is moving towards having a four-height vowel system as presented 
in the table below.

The vowels of Amharic: a new proposal
Front Central Back

High i u
High-mid e ɘ o
Low-mid з
Low a

This new vowel chart departs from earlier charts in the introduction 
of	a	new	height	distinctionː	 this	vowel	system	has	four	heights	 in-
stead of the common three heights. The so-called high central vowel 
[ɨ]	and	the	so-called	mid	central	vowel	[ə],	each	has	been	found	to	
occupy a lower acoustic space than previously thought.  As a result, 
a	proposal	has	been	made	to	represent	these	vowels	with	[ɘ]	and	[ɜ]	

respectively. The most likely reason for such a difference in the vow-
el system is a vowel shift that is in progress with the height of the 
central vowels being lowered by one level, and can be taken as an 
example of a chain shift. 

The new vowel system agrees with several phonological universals. 
Amharic has /i/, /a/, /u/, which are a universal set of vowels found 
in all languages. These vowels are also the preferred vowels accord-
ing to the quantal theory of speech.   Amharic is perhaps moving 
towards having more height distinctions than it has backness distinc-
tions, conforming to the universal proposed on height and backness 
distinctions. Amharic has the same number of front and back vowels 
and two interior vowels which are central, conforming to the pre-
ferred symmetry of the peripheral vowel systems and the preference 
of central vowels instead of front rounded or back unrounded from 
the	set	of	interior	vowels.	However	Amharic	does	not	have	/ɨ	/,	/ɛ/,	/ɔ/	
or	even	/ə/,	vowels	which	are	expected	to	be	found	in	vowel	systems	
with seven or more vowels. 

Amharic vowels have been found to be longer before voiced stops 
than before voiceless stops. This result is the same as the one found 
for American English. The durational difference in vowels before 
voiceless and voiced consonants is a universal feature. One explana-
tion for this is that the articulators achieve closure in a shorter time 
as they move fast due to the application of more forceful gesture.  
Another explanation is that listeners perceive the vowel as longer be-
fore voiced consonant due to the continuous voicing which makes it 
difficult	to	identify	the	end	of	the	vowel.		Amharic	is	not	an	exception	
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to this, and it has been found that vowels were longer before voiced 
consonants than before voiceless consonants. 

The duration of Amharic vowels before singleton and geminate con-
sonants also conforms to universal features.  Amharic vowels are 
longer before a singleton consonant before a geminate consonant. 
This result is similar to the ones found for Italian.  One explanation 
for this is the need to control the duration of the larger unit such as 
the syllable resulting in some compromise in the duration of the seg-
ments in the unit. Thus, if the consonant is long, the vowel will be 
short and vice versa.      

Results and Discussion on Pulmonic and Ejective Stops
The	 results	of	 the	 analysis	of	pulmonic	 and	ejective	 stops	 showed	
that the difference in place of articulation can be captured with the 
following acoustic cues: total duration, burst duration, VOT (Voice 
Onset Time), RMS (Root Mean Square) intensity of the stop burst 
and relative intensity of the burst to the following vowel. The dis-
criminant analysis showed that burst duration and relative intensity 
came out strong in classifying stops by place of articulation.  Bilabi-
als	had	the	highest	classification	results	followed	by	velars	and	alveo-
lars	which	had	the	least	classification	results.	Burst	duration,	relative	
intensity	and	VOT	showed	higher	classification	results	for	the	stops	
recorded from female speakers than those of the male speakers. Only 
RMS	intensity	showed	higher	classification	results	 for	 the	stops	of	
male speakers than for the stops of female speakers. 
The variables which were affected by voice were total duration, per-

centage of voiced closure, duration of the voiceless closure, VOT, 
voicing lag, burst duration, rise time and spectral mean. The discri-
minant analysis showed that VOT, voicing lag and spectral mean are 
the	most	important	acoustic	cues	that	classified	voiced	stops,	with	a	
correct	classification	result	of	94.9	%;	and	voiceless	stops,	up	to	89	
%.	VOT	cues	alone	were	able	 to	classify	81.4	%	of	 the	stops	cor-
rectly.	The	classification	results	of	voiced	and	voiceless	stops	showed	
differences due to gender: the voiced stops of females and the voice-
less	stops	of	males	had	higher	classification	results	than	their	coun-
terparts.   

The acoustic cues which were affected by airstream were burst dura-
tion, voicing lag, relative intensity, spectral mean, absolute intensity, 
jitter	 perturbation,	 percentage	 of	 voiced	 closure	 and	 the	 voiceless	
portion of the closure.  All but the last two variables were used in the 
discriminant	analysis	and	jitter	perturbation,	spectral	mean	and	voic-
ing	lag	came	out	as	relatively	stronger	acoustic	cues	that	identified	
airstream.	 	However,	 the	classification	results	did	not	clearly	show	
that these parameters can be used to effectively classify Amharic 
stops	into	pulmonic	and	ejective.	During	the	analysis,	 it	was	noted	
that	 close	 to	 half	 of	 the	 vowels	 after	 ejectives	 had	 a	 clear	 case	 of	
creaky voice onset that exceeds 10 ms and the creaky voiced part of 
the vowel had a mean duration of 23 ms. Though the measurements 
did	not	 succeed	 in	classifying	ejectives	and	pulmonic	stops	with	a	
high	percentage	of	correct	classification,	it	was	found	that	Amharic	
ejectives	result	in	a	creaky	phonation	of	the	following	vowel.	
Amharic	ejectives	have	two	bursts,	oral	and	glottal,	occurring	one	af-
ter the other, differing in few tens of milliseconds. Typologically Am-
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haric ejectives can be categorized as slack ejectives: they had lower 
F0 perturbation and all ejectives were followed by creaky voice.

Future Directions
The central vowels of Amharic have always been the interest of lin-
guists, and this study has come up with one more issue: the height of 
Amharic central vowels. There is a need to conduct a larger regional 
and social dialect survey on Amharic vowels to see the acoustic space 
these vowels take in the different regional and social dialects and in-
vestigate the extent of the vowel shift proposed by this study. 
The present study shows that Amharic stops have both lag and lead 
VOT. It would be interesting to see the stops in other Amharic dia-
lects with regard to lead and lag VOT.
Another issue that needs attention is the  of the acoustic 
cues of ejectives. It was clear that if a vowel after an Amharic stop 
(except a glottal stop) has a creaky phonation at the onset, then, it is 
preceded by an ejective stop. The glottal stop, though not part of this 
study, was observed to have the same effect as the ejective stop. Thus, 
aerodynamic parameters and other acoustic measurements should be 
considered in the search for better objective parameters to set apart 
ejective stops from pulmonic stops on one hand and ejective stops 
from the glottal stop on the other hand. 

Voice and Vowel Characteristics of Prelingually Deaf Children
Acoustic and Perceptual Experiments       

       Feda Negese

It was expected that the deaf children in the study would  
differ from the norms with respect to acoustic characteristics of their 
vowels and voice due to the deterioration of speech motor programs 
acquired before the onset of deafness, lack of well-tuned feed-for-
ward commands and the absence of auditory feedback to guide their 
vowel and voice productions. Yet, it was also expected that the chil-
dren would be able to maintain some aspects of acoustic character-
istics of their vowels and voice because of the availability of soma-
tosensory feedback, the visibility of articulations for some vowels, 
and the resistance of  vowels to deafness. Finally, vowels of the deaf 
children were hypothesized to be more  to identify for naïve 
listeners than for experienced listeners because of lack of familiarity 
with the speech of deaf people. 

Acoustic and perceptual experiments were carried out to test the hy-
potheses formulated above. The acoustic data for the experiments 
were recorded from six hearing children and six prelingually deaf 
children who acquired Amharic as their  language and volun-
teered to participate in the study. The required acoustic features were 
extracted and processed with different speech and statistical software 

This study examined the ef-
fects of a prolonged auditory 
deprivation on the vowel and 
voice production characteris-
tics of children who received 
no intervention.
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packages. The spectral and temporal features extracted for the vow-
els included F1, F2, F3, FO and vowel duration while the voice pa-
rameters	consisted	of	FO,	jitter,	shimmer	and	other	spectral	features.	
The perceptual experiment involved 30 participants, 15 of whom had 
no experience with the speech of deaf people and 15 of whom had 
3-4 years of familiarity with the speech of hearing impaired people. 

The	acoustic	experiment	partly	confirmed	the	hypothesis	that	spectral	
features of vowels produced by the experimental group differ from 
those	of	 the	comparison	group.	A	significant	 increase	of	F1,	heavy	
centralization of F2 and longer duration of vowels were observed 
for the experimental group.  Regarding FO and F3, the experimental 
group	did	not	significantly	differ	from	the	comparison	group.	Vowels	
of the deaf children appear to be more variable, less differentiated, 
poorly	classified	and	identified.	However,	 it	was	noted	that	vowels	
with visible articulations appear to be less affected and that vowels 
maintained their collective features such as frontness and backness.  
Furthermore,	 the	 voice	 FO,	 jitter,	 shimmer	 and	maximum	 phona-
tion	time	were	significantly	greater	in	the	deaf	children	in	agreement	
with	findings	of	previous	research.		Finally,	the	hypothesis	that	na-
ïve	listeners	would	find	the	vowels	of	deaf	children	more	difficult	to	
identify than familiar listeners was not supported by the perceptual 
experiment; probably, due to loss of essential perceptual cues, both 
groups	might	have	experienced	similar	difficulty	 in	 identifying	 the	
vowels. Yet, familiar listeners had shorter response times, and more 
favorably rated the quality of vowels of the deaf children but the dif-
ferences	failed	to	reach	statistical	significance.	

In general, the speech motor commands acquired prior to the onset of 
deafness appear to decay, and somatosensory feedback alone could 
not seem to help the children acquire and maintain normal vowel and 
voice productions. Future study should focus on investigating how 
absence of auditory feedback affects each acoustic characteristic of 
vowels and voice of children. It is also important to examine the rela-
tive effects of deterioration of speech motor programs and feed-for-
ward motor commands on vowel and voice qualities of deaf children. 

Pictures of some devices used by clinical Linguists and Experi-
mental Phoneticians

Computerized speech lab (CSL) devices
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Electroglottography

Nasal Emision and Visualization Systems

Pressurre transducer and Rothenberg Mask

3.  Theoretical and Descriptive Linguistics

       Harari: A Descriptive Grammar       
      Beniam Mitiku

  .raraH fo ytic nredom eht ni ,dnoyeb dna sllaw eht nihtiw siraraH yb
It is also spoken in other big cities of Ethiopia as well by a  
number of Hararis.  The grammar is presented in three major parts 
aimed at thorough descriptions of the sound systems, morphological 
and morphosyntactic analysis, and descriptions of syntactic struc-
tures of the language.  The description is basically synchronic and 

  .stxet dna atad oidua fo aroproc dna ,atad dedrocer/deticile no desab
It is essentially presented in descriptive approach, often with refer-
ences to functional and typological models. 

The grammar describes Harari as a system of twenty-four basic con-
sonants and six vowels  of which have short and long phonemic 
contrasts).  Likewise consonant length is contrastive.  A word may 
consist of three types of morphemes: root morpheme and template, 
non-root morpheme, and  and/or derivational   
The  type typically characterizes the root-pattern morphology of 

This thesis is a comprehensive 
description of the grammar of 
Harari—a south Ethiosemitic 
language genetically close to the 
East-Gurage group. Historically, 
Harari was spoken in the ancient, 
walled-city of Harar—Jugol. To-
day the modern Harari is spoken
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verbs (and some nominals), the second represents words that occur 
as minimal units in themselves (as simple nouns) and the last type 
occurs	mostly	as	a	suffix	but	also	as	a	prefix,	accompanying	the	first	
two	types	of	morphemes.		Derivational,	inflectional	and	various	mor-
phosyntactic constructions are explicated with extensive illustrative 
data presented with interlinear glossing.  The syntactic description 
reports on the structures and functions of phrasal, clausal and sen-
tential constructions. Harari in general structures information in the 
basic	SOV	(Subject-Object-Verb)	order;	dependent	clauses	precede	
main	clauses,	modifiers	precede	nouns,	 and	most	 relational	affixes	
operate as postpositions.

Nominalization via Verbal Derivation
Amharic, Tigrinya and Oromo

(A Contrastive Study)
      Shimelis Mazengia

Languages also undergo changes with respect to phonology, syntax 

and semantics. Thus, new forms and meanings emerge in languages 
so	as	to	satisfy	new	conditions	and	for	more	efficient	ways	of	com-
munication.  On the other hand, linguistic phenomena which become 
irrelevant gradually disappear.  

This dissertation contrasts how nominals are derived from verbs 
and clauses and also how clauses are employed as nominals in three 
Ethiopian languages: Tigrinya (Semitic), Oromo (Cushitic) and Am-
haric, the last of which is Semitic but considered to have undergone 
significant	Cushitic	influence	and	thus	is	often	assumed	to	be	struc-
turally intermediate between Semitic and Cushitic. Lexical (word 
level) nominalization is approached from the viewpoint of the con-
crete overt derivational processes of verbs in the languages.  In the 
category of lexical nominalization, the lexical forms that are con-
trasted are action nominals (names of actions/states denoted by the 
corresponding verbs) and argument nominals (names of derived ar-
guments).  The verbs that are used as bases of derivation are of three 
types, simplex, composite and derived.  The resulting action nomi-
nals (ANs) are either verbal or deverbal.  While verbal ANs (verbal 
nouns) are almost totally regular in their derivation, highly produc-
tive, and more verb-like, deverbal ANs (deverbal nouns) are irregu-
lar, less predictable in meaning, sometimes (in Oromo) unpredictable 
in occurrence, and more noun-like.  The derivation of noun phrases 
from clauses or propositions, that is, derivation of action nominal 
constructions	 (ANCs),	 involves	 the	 adjustment	 of	 the	 argument(s)	
to noun-phrase argument(s) following the nominalization of the 
verbal head of the clause.  Clausal nominalization involves mak-
ing	a	finite	clause	function	as	an	argument	in	a	sentential	structure.		

A language endures only if it keeps 
adapting itself to new socio-cultural en-
vironments; otherwise, it would gradu-
ally cease to function. The two opposing 
conditions of endurance and cessation 
show that a living language is constant-
ly in a state of change.  Of the changes 
languages undergo the emergence of 
new words is the most apparent.  
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Since the three languages of the Semitic and Cushitic families 
come under the Afroasiatic phylum and are in contact with each 
other, common features are vividly in evidence.  However, sig-

 contrasts are also observed in relation to verbal derivation 
and nominalization.  There are many cases where morphological-
ly expressed verbal derivatives in one or two of the languages are 
expressed periphrastically in the other language(s).  Syntactic dif-
ferences and the presence or absence of  under certain 

  .segaugnal eht neewteb secnereffid tnerappa osla era snoitidnoc

As  outlined above, each of the three languages converges 
with or diverges from the other two in view of verbal derivation and 
nominalization.  The salient contrastive features observed in ver-
bal derivation and the lexical, ANC as well as clausal type nomi-
nalizations of the languages are itemized in the table below.  The 
tabulation is an overview of how the languages contrast with each 
other vis-à-vis verb derivation and nominalization.  Out of 22 items 
marked  + , -, +±  or  ±, Amharic contrasts with Tigrinya in 9 in-

    .91 ni omorO htiw aynirgiT dna 81 ni omorO htiw cirahmA ,secnats

Three-way Contrasts in Verbal Derivation and in Nominalization♣

Items Amh. Tig. Oro.

I Verbal  derivation and ANs
1 Derived AN +± +± * *
2  derived verbs and ANs
2.1 Attenuative verb and AN + + * - *
2.2 Intensive verb and AN (distinct) + * - - *
3  derived verbs and ANs
3.1 Causative   (two mor-

phemes) 
+ * - * +

3.2 Middle  (distinct morpheme) - - * + *
3.3 Reciprocal  (morphological) + + * - *
3.4 Adjutative  (morphological) + + * - *
3.5 Autobenefactive  (morphological ) + + * + *
4 Caus., Pass. and Mid. morpheme 

marked on AN
+ * - * +

5 Passive from overtly causativized 
verb

- - * + *

6 Direct causative of ‘ingestive’ 
verbs

+ * - * +± *

7 Caus. morph. in pass. of non-agen-
tive intr.verb

- - * + *

8 ACC. of ANC overtly marked + * - - *
II Argument nominalization
9 Caus. and pass. morphemes co-

occur in manner nominalization
+ + * - *

III Nominalization in compounding
10 Right headed + * - * +± *
IV Action Nominal Construction 

(ANC) 
11 Negative verb (“to not”) - - * + *
12  marking + + * - *
13 Subject doubly marked (Gen + 

Acc)
+ * - - *

...continues on the next page

_±
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V Clausal nominalization
14 Relativizer in perf. complement 

clause
- * + * -

15 Relativizer in imperf. complement 
clause

+ + * - *

16 Relative marking in headed rela-
tive clause

+ + * - *

17 Same negator in compl. cl., rel. cl. 
and ANC

- * + * -

Of  22 items, each language differs 
from the other in:

The above data should be viewed in light of the provisional assump-
tion that Amharic  shares Cushitic features and is perhaps 
structurally closer to Cushitic than is Tigrinya, thus being intermedi-
ate between Semitic and Cushitic. In the  realm of nominali-
zation, however, the token statistics here reveal little difference in the 
degree of similarity Amharic has with the Cushitic Oromo and the 
degree of similarity that Tigrinya has with Oromo. The similarity of 
Amharic and Tigrinya to each other is much closer than is the similar-
ity between either of them and Oromo.  The fact that Amharic is rela-
tively less contrastive with Tigrinya (40.91%) is undoubtedly a -
tion of their genetic commonality as Semitic languages. The contrast 
between Amharic and Oromo is 81.82 % while the contrast between 
Tigrinya and Oromo is 86.36 %; the difference is only 4.54 %.  The 
hypothesis that Amharic might be structurally intermediate between 
Semitic and Cushitic  geography) is thus not  to 
any  degree.  Of course, the contrast here is based only on 
verb derivation with the aim of nominalization. For any reliable gen-

♣

+  =  present;   -  = absent;     +±   = mostly present;       = rarely present;   *  = Each asterisk shows 
contrast between languages in the columns on either side. The asterisks in data column 6 (last column) 
indicate contrasts between Oromo and Amharic.

_±

eralization on possible structural intermediacy of Amharic, further re-
search on other grammatical aspects of the languages will be necessary.
 
4.  Philology

Dərsanä Ṣəyon
Philological Inquiries, Critical Edition and Annotated Translation
         

           
Amsalu Tefera Alemu

to determine the date of composition, but the oldest manuscript found 
is dated in the 15th century AD.  It is read in this text that its author 
was a shepherd of goats and sheep 1.  

DṢ speaks about various matters.  As a Christian theological text, it 
commences with doxology, i.e., it  the Father, the Son and 

  .txet eht ni ylevisnetxe dessucsid osla si noitanracnI  .tiripS yloH eht
DṢ is one of the best sources on Mariology. It primarily narrates the 

ወከመዝ፡ ጸሐፍኩ፡ ለክሙ፡ በአምጣነ፡ ክሂሎትየ፡ ወበእንተ፡ ፍቅረ፡ ዚአሃ፡ ለጽዮን። ወባሕቱ፡ ለእመ፡ 
ክህልኩ፡ እምተርጐምኩ፡ ኵሎ፡ ሥርዓተ፡ መቅደሱ፡ ለሰሎሞን። አንሰ፡ ኢተምህርኩ፡ መጻሕፍተ: በከመ፡ ጳውሎስ፡ 
እምኀበ፡ ገማልያል። አንሰ፡ ኖላዌ፡ አባግዕ፡ ወአጣሌ። ወንዑስ፡ እምኵሎሙ፡ አኃው። ወምግባርየኒ፡ ዘኃጢአት፡ ነዊኅ፡ 
ከመ፡ አርዘ፡ ሊባኖስ። “I wrote you according to my ability because of [my] love of Her, Zion. However, if I could, I would have 
interpreted all ordinances of the temple of Solomon.  As for me, I did not learn the scriptures like Paul from Gemaliel.  I am a 
shepherd of sheep and goats and I am the least among all the brothers, and my sinful deed is as large as the Lebanese cedar.” 

This dissertation is a philologi-
cal scrutiny based on critical edi-
tion, annotation and translation of 
an ancient manuscript—Dǝrsanä 
Ṣǝyon (henceforth DṢ).  DṢ is a 
homily about the honor of Zion.  It 
is read on the 21st of the month of 
Kanun (November). It is not easy

9 19 18

1 The text reads 
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glory and symbols of St Mary. The text frequently uses the epithet 
Zion for St. Mary and the Ark of the Covenant.  It praises Zion Mary 
for Her miraculous deeds and wonders. 

Allegorical descriptions of the Virgin are found in DṢ as the Celes-
tial Zion, the Ark of Law, the Pure Virgin, habitation of the Lord, the 
country of the great King, Bride of Lebanon, Zion the gate of Para-
dise, the golden ship, holder of the dew of the divinity, etc.  Besides, 
the text preserves praises, prodigies and miracles performed by St. 
Mary.  

There are also other topics DṢ talks about: a detailed narration on 
how the Lord bestowed two Tablets of Law on Moses; the theological 
interpretation of the Ark (Tabot), the Tablets of the Law (Ṣǝllat), and 
the equivalent New Testament (NT) hermeneutical qualities; the Old 
Testament (OT) and the Judaic episodes presented in the NT and the 
Ethiopian version of Christianity; the mighty deeds and astonishing 
miracles of the Ark of the Covenant; the construction of the Temple 
of Solomon and its destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, the concealment 
of the Ark of the Covenant, etc.  Much space is given in the disserta-
tion to various matters related to the contents, themes, textual values 
(historical and religious) and biblical allusions in DṢ.  

As the study is a philological one, it has critically edited and translat-
ed the DṢ text and also provided annotations. In addition to DṢ, the 
dissertation contains the texts and translations of Zena Ṣəyon “News 
of Zion”, Tä’ammərä Ṣəyon “Miracle of Zion” and Mälkə’a Ṣəyon 

 of Zion”. 

The methodology applied for the critical edition of DṢ is Neo-Lach-
mannian. The conjunctive errors attested in ten versions of DṢ are 
categorized into two major groups, viz. archetype and sub-arche-
types. In some cases, sub-families or inferior families are also pos-
sible. As a matter of principle, the conjunctive errors of the archetype 
are  by the Greek capital letter, omega (Ω), while those of 
the sub-archetype are  by the Greek small letters (α, β, etc.). 
In every error, the erroneous reading is listed and the possible origi-
nal reading is reconstructed. Finally, the dissertation presents a ge-
nealogical tree—stemma codicum.  

The manuscripts used for the critical edition are ten, as indicated 
above, and are listed below:  
1. [D]2  = NALA - NL.630 (1977E.C.)3     

2. [K] = Kota Maryam, Bahǝr Dar, EMML 8429 (17th AD)

3. [S] = Šǝme Maryam, Däbrä Tabor, Dära, EMML 8979 (19th AD)

4. [C] =  NALA - NL.273 (15th AD).

5. [F] = Bäbbäks Däbrä Gännät St. Mary Church, EMML 8823 (19th AD)

6. [Q] =Ṭana manuscript, EMML 8713 (18th AD)

7. [T] = Däbrä Maryam, Ṭānāsee 72 (16th AD)

8. [A] =Axum (1925 E.C.

9. [B] =  Ǝnṭoṭṭo (20th AD).

10. [P] =Printed text, Ṭana Qirqos Communal Monastery (1998 E.C.)

We can categorize the text arrangement of DṢ into four as follows in 
approximately chronological order:

  2

  3 N.A.L.A.= National Archive and Library Agency; NL = National Library; EMML = 
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1) Initially, DṢ was composed separately as attested in NL 273 ([C]), 
 era ]K[ dna ]C[ taht etoN   .]F[ 3288 LMME dna ]K[ 9248 LMME

among the oldest manuscripts.
2) DṢ was compiled together with other Marian texts to form Dərsanä 
Maryam (DM). This is attested in three manuscripts: [S]+[Q]+[T]. 
One of these ([T]) is quite old.
3) Due to similarity of the content of Kəbrä Nägäśt (KN) and DṢ, the 
two came to be considered together as a single text: DṢ ‘proper’ as 
an introduction and KN as the body. This is clear in sub-archetype β 
= A + B + P. These are among the most recent versions.
4) The codex NL 630 [D] contains Tarikä Nägäśt (ff. 1ra-40vb) and 
DṢ (ff. 41ra- 59va) in one volume5z.

As-Sihām Aṣ-ṣāʾibā ‘The Piercing Arrows’

Text Edition, Translation and Annotation       
   

   Endris Mohammed

history and building comprehensive nationhood as noted earlier by 
the Ethiopian philosopher, Zärʔa Yaʔqob: ያልተሟላ ራስን ማሟላት 
‘completing  the incomplete self.’ 
The present dissertation introduces one of the Arabic literary herit-
ages of Ethiopia, a valuable, yet heretofore inaccessible, manuscript 
written by a local scholar, Šayḫ Sayyid Muḥammad Ṣādīq (1897-
1977A.D.). This philologically studied   manuscript attempts to point 
out the perception of Ethiopian Muslims about the Ethiopian political 
system; the way the system reacts towards their religion and culture 
and the contributions of Muslim religious scholars to the essence and 
problems of Ethiopian nationalism. The objective of the research thus 
involves describing, editing, translating and annotating: As-sihām aṣ-
ṣaʾibā -‘The Piercing Arrows’. In  terms, the research also 
unfolds the views and attitudes of the author concerning some of 
the milestones in the cultural and political history of Ethiopia. This 
involves exploring and examining the internal dynamism and chal-
lenges faced by Ethiopian Muslims as portrayed in the literary legacy 
of the author and understanding the manuscript in the context of the 
general history of Islam in Ethiopia.

Parallel to the aforementioned objectives, the study also aims to an-
swer underlying questions of how Ethiopian rulers accommodated 
their Muslim subjects and how the latter  their status in the 
Ethiopian Empire as well as how they envisioned a better future in 
the country they share with others. 

Sayyid Muḥammad Ṣādīq—(born in Goğğam, a village near Dässē, 
Wällo, in 1897(Gənbot 1889 E.C.)—is popularly known as Sayyid 

There is an imbalance not only in the rep-
resentative nature of the recorded national 
history but also in the inclusiveness of  the 
sources used for recording the history of 
Ethiopia which should be redressed in 
future studies and historiography. That 
will  complement and enrich the 
country’s ongoing process of recording

4  
a  
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Šayḫ.		He	was	able	to	master	all	the	indispensable	Islamic	scholar-
ship:	Tawhid	‘theology’,	fiqh	‘jurisprudence’,	Nahw	‘grammar’,	Ṣarf	
‘morphology’,	Manṭīq	‘logic’,	balāġā	‘rhetoric’	and	‘Arud	‘prosody’	
under famous local scholars of Wällo while he was only in his early 
twenties.		In	1919/1920	A.D.	Šayḫ	Sayyid	stayed	in	Addis	Ababa	for	
a few months and moved to Harär where he eked out a sparse living 
from a small business. His stay in Harär was for six years in which 
he had the opportunity to learn Haräri and establish contact with Tur-
key’s	consular	office.		

The spirit of defying established traditional attitudes towards life, his 
understanding of the role of religion in a society and insistence on 
reason	owed	him	to	be	perceived	as	a	kind	of	deviant,	“Muˁtazilā”,	
among his traditional co-religionists; his blunt criticism of bureau-
cratic and political ills of his time had resulted in intermittent impris-
onments. After religious rights and equality, his focus was on ques-
tioning	 the	 legitimacy	 of	 the	 political	 system	 and	 its	 efficiency	 to	
develop the country. He was like the then new generation of students 
of	Ḫaile	Sellassie		I,		a		critic	of	the	social	and	political	system.		Šayḫ	
Sayyid is the author of letters, articles and a book on topics ranging 
from religion to history, sociology, politics, and science. Among his 
works it is only the 436-page manuscript that was posthumously pub-
lished in 2001 A.D.  

As indicated above, the dissertation from which this resume has been 
abstracted	is	As-sihām	aṣ-ṣaʾibā	-‘The	Piercing	Arrows’,	one	of	the	
literary legacies of the author.  Here is a description of the manu-
script. 

a.	 Title:	 As-sihām	Aṣ-ṣaʾibā	 fī	 ʾuhdūţat	 al-wasaniyat	 al-Ḥabašiyā	
al-kāzībā	‘The	Piercing	Arrows	against	the	Legends	of	the	Idolater	
and Deceptive Abyssinia’. The title is very sensitive and emotionally 
charged. It heralds from the very beginning the direction of the au-
thor’s	arguments.		Half	a	century	ago,	Šayḫ	Sayyid	prefered	this	title	
as a manifestation of his opposition to some of the one-sided “histori-
cal	narratives,	prejudices	and	myths	as	well	as	contemporary	political	
hypocrisy. It challenges the bias of Christian chroniclers, missionary 
writers and some other academics on the position of Islam and Mus-
lims in Ethiopia.

b. Date:   1955 A.D.

c. Size:   29.6 x 21 cm; one column, recto and verso. (in Arabic texts, recto = the  

  left side page of an open book; verso = the right side page of an open   

  book)

d. Ink:  black (100 pages) and blue (12 pages). 

e. Lines per page: 26. There are blank portions on folios 19 v, 20v, 21v, and 48v. 

f.	Scribe:		Šayḫ	Ahmed	Hussen	(the	original	is	not	available)

g.	Language:	 There	is	no	discernible	grammatical	error	except	minor	errors	rectified		

	 	 by	the	“editor”,	Ḥāğği	Muḥammad	Wälē.	The	scribe	rarely	explains		 	

  some vague expressions. 

h. Pagination: The pages of the work are numbered although the original does not  

  seem to have been   numbered as it employs catchwords. The total 

  number of pages is 112.

i. Paper:              modern ruled paper.  

J. Binding:  old hardcover.

k. Frame:  no frame throughout the text.
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l. Rubrication:  very few and “ irrelevant” words are rubricated by red ink 

m. Decoration:  no marked decoration. 

n. Marginalia:  very few marginal notes are added by the editor and the scribe.

o. Word breaking:  common.

p. Colophon:  the date of composition is indicated, 1955 A.D.

It	is	assumed	that	the	edition,	translation,	and	annotation	of	As-sihām	
in the present study, would appetite studies for more research with 
regard to the Muslim population and scholars of Ethiopia and eventu-
ally enriching our knowledge about the social, cultural, and political 
relationships and evolution in Ethiopia, especially in modern times.  
The work questions the non turbulent and stable social history of 
Ethiopia to be a result of inhibition and fear not a result of true amity 
and	peace	on	the	part	of	the	subjected	people.	One	may	ask	whether	
the	manuscript	by	Šayḫ	Sayyid	Muḥammad	Ṣadīq	helps	to	move	the	
country ahead and contributes to the cohesion of its people or it push-
es to further polarization?  It is, however, apparent that the manu-
script was meant to sensitize policy makers to take into consideration 
the Islamic factor while formulating and implementing political and 
socio-economic policies.  It enlightens us on where the fault line sets 
in the relationship between Ethiopian Christians and Muslims, and 
on the need for care so as not to risk the fundamental shared goal of 
co-existence which is the basis for achieving economic and cultural 
advancement. 

The work edited and researched in the present study is generally a 
“call for reform of national morality”, though it is sometimes found 
to be in favor of the very attitude it is against.  Nonetheless, it reminds 

us that renaissance in Ethiopia can be feasible when all the makers 
of its nationhood can realize the under representation and the lot of 
“others” as a scar on one’s back. That is why the author supports 
the cause of all underprivileged Ethiopians irrespective of faith and 
gender and is totally desperate of the “reform” adopted by the ruling 
imperial regime. He is especially interested in the Muslim cause be-
cause he wanted to defend them from the excesses of the ruling class. 
Otherwise he acknowledges that all Ethiopians, Muslims and non-
Muslims,	were	equally	the	victims	of	injustice.	He	calls	the	attention	
of responsible people, himself taking the initiative, at the time when 
free expression, religious or political, was tantamount to suicide and 
which the progressive segment of the society did not dare to attempt 
until the late 1960s when university students started to protest. He 
voiced	his	objection	about	the	socio-politic	al	realities	in	Ethiopia	not	
only to compatriots but also to the international community. 

In summary, the dissertation underscores the dire need of further 
study	on	similar	manuscripts	in	Arabic,	local	languages	and	‘ağamī	
(local languages written in the Arabic script). It notes that in the man-
ner manuscripts written in Ethiopic are considered important sources 
for documenting the political, social and cultural  history of Ethiopia, 
the collection, translation, annotation, and publication of the ‘Arabic 
and	‘ağamī	traditions	of	Ethiopia	would	help	to	reconstruct	and	com-
plement the cultural, social and political history of the country too. In 
other words, the dissertation recommends that sources need to be di-
versified	in	the	effort	to	document	the	country’s		past	and	this,	in	turn,	
would help the ongoing process of reconstructing the history of Islam 
in Ethiopia as well as the diverse historical identity of the country.
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Enrollment  (2007 E.C.)
Department of Linguistics and Philology 

A. Linguistics
No Level Program Student
1 BA Linguistics Year II                            23

Ethiopian Sign Language and 
Deaf Culture Program

Year II                            10
Year III                           21
Year IV                           11
Total                               42

2 MA Linguistics Year II                            23
Documentary Ling (Regular) Year II                              9
Documentary Ling (Exten-
sion)

Year III                           45

3 MSc Computational Ling. Year II                              3
4 PhD Linguistics Year I                              28

Year II and above           34
Total                               62

Documentary Ling. and 
Culture

Year II and above           45

Experimental Phonetics Year II                              2
Linguistics Total                             254

B. Philology
No Level Program Student
1 MA Philology Year I                                   7

Year II                                12
Total                                  19

PhD Philology Year I                                   8
Year II and above              32
Total                                 40

Philology Total                                 59
Linguistics and Philology Total                                313

Recent Publications of Staff (2013-2014)

Baye Yimam. 2013. Imagery of Cursing in Four Ethiopian 
 Languages. In: L. Berge and I. Tadia, (eds.) Themes in   
 Moern African History and Culture, Festschrift for Tekeste   
 Negash, 367-390. Padova: Webster srl.
Binyam Sisay & Moges Yigezu. 2014. Notes on Copula    
 construction in Hamar.  Studies in Ethiopian Languages, 3,   
 71-82.
Binyam Sisay & Moges Yigezu. 2014. Restoring African Studies   
	 to	its	linguistic	identity:	reflections	on	Ethiopian	Studies,		 	
 Social Dynamics: A Journal of African Studies. DOI:
 10.1080/02533952.2014.946267
Moges Yigezu. 2013. Funding higher education in Ethiopia:  

Modalities, challenges, opportunities and prospects. 
           In Damtew Teferra (ed.), Funding Higher Education in SuSa-

haran Africa, 38-70. Palgrave: MacMillan Publishers.
Moges Yigezu. 2013. PhD Training Programs in Ethiopia:    
 Challenges and Prospects. In Tekeste Negash and Abiye   
 Daniel (eds.), PhD Training in Eastern and Southern Africa:  
 the Experience of OSSREA, 83-108. Addis Ababa Organiza  
 tion for Social Science Research in Eastern and Southern   
 Africa (OSSREA).
Qorro, Martha, Shimelis Mazengia, Esayas Desta, Wondimu Gaga  
 Gashe, Joshephat Maghway, Fugich Wako. 2014.  A Unified  
 Standard Orthography for Cushitic Languages (Ethiopia, So 
 malia, Djibouti, Eritrea, Kenya & Tanzania), Monograph  
 Series No 258.  Cape Town: The Centre for Advanced Stud  
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 ies of African Society (CASAS). (Shimelis Mazengia, Dept.  
 of Ling.)
Ronny	Meyer.	2013.	The	Zay	language	[in	Russian].	In:	M.	S.		 	
	 Bulakh,	L.	E.	Kogan	and	O.	I.	Romanova	(eds.),	Semitic   
 languages: Ethiosemitic Languages, 509–546.  (Languages  
           of the World, Institute of Linguistics of the Russian Academy  
 of Sciences) Moscow: Nauka.
Ronny Meyer. 2014. Finiteness in Gurage. In Ronny Meyer, Yvonne  
 Treis and Azeb Amha (eds.), Explorations in Ethiopian Lin 
 guistics: Complex Predicates, Finiteness and Interrogativity,  
 225–258. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
Semeneh Ayalew and Beniyam Sisay. 2013. What is in a Term?   
 A Historical and Linguistic Examination of the Revolution  
 ary Terminology: yiwdem (let it be demolished) in Amharic   
 1974-1977. Journal of Northeast African Studies. 13:1.   
 (Binyam Sisay, Dept. of Ling.) 
Zelealem	Leyew.	2013.	The	Kulisi	People	and	their	Language.		 	
 Online Publication. Society of Endangered Languages, Co  
 logne:www.uni-koeln.de/gbs/Leyew_kulisi.pdf 

Staff Profile  (2014)

I  Full Time
1.  Professor
BayeYimam 
 PhD, SOAS, London University, Syntax  
Orin Gensler
 PhD, University of California at Berkeley, Comparative   
 Linguistics and Typology

2.  Associate Professor
Gerald Heusing 
 PhD, University of Hamburg, Morpho-Syntax &    
 Comparative Linguistics
Hirut Wolde-Mariam
 PhD, Addis Ababa University and Cologne University,   
 Morphosyntax 
Moges Yigezu 
 PhD, Laboratoire de Phonologie, Université Libre de Brux  
 elles, Phonetics & Phonology 
Ronny Meyer
 PhD, Johannes Gutenberg University, Mainz, Descriptive   
 Linguistics &  Typology 
Zelealem Leyew
 PhD, Addis Ababa University and Cologne University,   
 Sociolinguistics & Descriptive Linguistics 
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3.  Assistant Professor
Abebayehu Messele
	 PhD,	University	of		Sheffield,	UK,		Clinical Linguistics 
Amsalu Tefera (Department Chair as of November 1, 2014)
 PhD, Addis Ababa University and  University of Florence,   
 Philology
Bedilu	Wakjira	
 PhD, Norwegian University of Science and Technology,   
 Morphology
Biniam Mitiku
 PhD, Addis Ababa University and the University of    
 Cologne, Descriptive Linguistics
Binyam Sisay  
 PhD, Oslo University, Syntax 
Derib Ado  (Department Chair May 22, 2012 to October 31, 2014)
 PhD, Addis Ababa University, Experimental Phonetics
Endalew Assefa
 PhD, Addis Ababa University , Descriptive Linguistics 
Endris Mohammed 
 PhD, Addis Ababa University and University of Florence,   
 Philology
Feda Negesse 
 PhD, Addis Ababa University, Experimental Phonetics
Mersha Alehegne 
 PhD, Hamburg University, Philology 
Shimelis Mazengia 
 PhD, Addis Ababa University, Descriptive & Comparative   
 Linguistics

4.  Lecturer
Samrawit Bekele
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Linguistics

4.1  Lecturer (in-house PhD candidate)
Andargachew Deneke 
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Special Needs Education
Binyam Ephrem
 MPhil, University of TromsO, Norway, Computational 
 Linguistics 
Demeke Asres  
 MSc, Addis Ababa University, Computational Linguistics
Dessie	Keleb
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Philology
Endashaw W/Michael 
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Documentary Linguistics and  
 Culture
Eyasu Hailu 
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Linguistics
Girma Mengistu
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Linguistics
John	Koang	Nyang	
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Linguistics
Kassa	Tilahun	
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Linguistics 
Kemal	Ibrahim
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Philology
Muna Abubeker 
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Philology
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Pawlos Kassu  
 M.Ed, University of Jos, Nigeria, Sign Linguistics
Samuel Handamo r
 MA, Addis Ababa University, Linguistics

4.2  On PhD Study Leave (abroad)
Desalegn Hagos - Stockholm University (Sweden)
 MA, Addis Ababa University –Linguistics
Gidena   - Hamburg University (Germany )
 MA, Addis Ababa University –Philology
Mulugeta Tarekegne -  Leiden University (The Netherlands)
 MA, Addis Ababa University - Psycholinguistics

5.  MA Student (in-house)
Abay Tesfaye - Graduate Assistant 
 BA, Addis Ababa University - Sign Language

6.  Technical Staff 
Dawit Hassen - Technical Assistant III
 BSc, Wollo University - Computer Science
 MSc Student (in-house) 
Mihret Daba - Technical Assistant III 
 Diploma, Africa Beza University College

7.  Administrative Staff 
Selamawit Tilaye, Department Secretary 
Brook Haylemariam, Finance and Administrative Assistant (NOR-
HED Project)

II  Home-Base  
Mulugeta Seyoum - Assistant Professor
 PhD, Leiden University, Netherlands, Descriptive Linguistics
WondwosenTesfaye-Assistant Professor
 PhD, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Norway,     

Morphology & Syntax




