
Periodic course evaluation POR2300 autumn semester 2012 

 

Introduction 

- Course description : 

o This course consisted in the reading, analysis and discussion of four contemporary 

novels from the Portuguese Speaking world. It was aimed to advanced bachelor 

students. They had have in their curriculum POR1300 and 1302.  

- Statistics relating to grades, dropout rates, appeals (for example FS report 754.001). 

o In the course Autumn 2012 the course POR2300 had 4 students. There was 0% 

dropout and the grades were 50% C, 25% B, 25% A. 

- Previous periodic course reports. 

o As this was the first time I have taught the course as a helping substitute teacher, I 

have no point of comparison to previous periodic course reports. Likewise, there 

was no external supervisor’s reports. 

- Student feedback/mid-term course evaluations. 

o The mid-term course evaluation was very positive. They didn’t complained of the 

teaching method, but asked for more supportive material, to which I offered 

afterwards. 

 

Content of the periodic course report 

The report shall contain an evaluation and comments by the person responsible for the course 

on the basis of the background material. The report shall address the following points insofar 

as they are relevant:  

 

1. Submit an evaluation of: 

- Reading list (content, scope).  

o This course consisted of 4 novels. Two Brazilian novels ( Rachel Queiroz’ 15 and 

Chico Buarque de Holanda’s O Estorvo), one from Mozambique (Terra 

Sonâmbula) and one from Portugal (José Saramago’s Ensaio sobre a Cegueira). 

- Teaching (teaching methods, number of hours, distribution throughout the semester, 

compulsory activities, qualification tests). 

o The teaching consisted of 2hour classes split in 14 weeks. The students had 

specific assignments (to read and prepare some chapters each meeting).We began 

having a joint discussion, but at some point the students started leading the 

discussion by themselves. In one class we had a guest talking about his work on 

José Saramago.  

- Resources and infrastructure (teaching rooms, audiovisual aids, library resources, etc.) 

o We used Fronter as communication and sharing network of web materials and 

scholarly articles. I also displayed some more theoretical notes on narratologic 

categories. They were conceived/ discussed and typed on the computer and shown 

on the screen which were later used as supporting materials. In three classes we 

have watched two documentaries and one cinematographic appropriation of one 

novel. I also have developed the facultative activity “Café Pensar em Português” 

where I have shown one Brazilian film based on a Brazilian author Mário de 

Andrade’s book Macunaíma. In that occasion we broaden up the themes taught at 

the course in a more informal setting. 

- The examination (examination system, form of assessment). 

o The examination consisted of one qualification task (2 pages assignment) and one 

written exam.  

 



2. Does the wording used in the learning outcomes in the course description give a good 

description of what the students should have learned after taking the examination? 

 

The wording used in the webpage quite reflects the outcomes acquired in the course. 

 

3. Does the course description work satisfactorily? Check the following points:  

- I do think that the course description is satisfactorily concerning  

o Statistics relating to grades, dropout rates and appeals. 

o Feedback given to teachers and administrative staff. 

o Feedback on the course information/guidance the students received. 

o How the course works in the course groups to which it belongs.  

o Whether the course is correctly placed in terms of level/ recommended semester.  

o Whether the course is correctly defined in terms of recommended/required 

previous knowledge.  

 

4. Have you implemented any changes since the previous periodic evaluation? If so, what do 

they consist of?  

 

5. Suggested improvements.  


