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Panhellenism in Ancient Greece

* Panhellenic war enterprises
— The Trojan War (mythical)

— The Persian Wars (historical: 490/480 B.C.)
e Supra-regional institutions

— The Oracle at Delphi

— The Olympic Games
* Rhetoric: political speeches

— Demosthenes, Philippica (351-341 B.C.)



Herakles in the lliad

oVvoE Yop ovoE PBin HpakAfjog giye khipa,

Oc mep piltatoc Eoke Au Kpoviovi dvaoktt:

AALG € poipa dduacce Kol apyaréoc yOrog "Hpnc.
(DG KOl €YV, €1 01 LOL OHOIN Hoipa TETLKTOL,
Keloow’ emel ke Odvw. [...] @ 18.117-121)

For, not even the powerful Herakles escaped the doom [of death],
although he was dearest to king Zeus, the son of Kronos;

but destiny and the painful wrath of Hera overcame him.

Such I too, if a similar destiny 1s meant for me,

will be lying there once I’ve died. [...]

Greek text: van Thiel 1996 — English translation: Silvio Bar



Herakles in the Odyssey

TOV 0€ UET’ elogvomoa PBinv Hpaxkineiny,

el0mAOV: VTG 0€ Het’ aboavartolotl Beoiot

tépmeTon £V Baiing kol Eyel kalricevpov "HPnv,

moioa A0¢ pueydrolo kai "Hpne xpucomedilov. (0d. 11.601-604)

After this one [= Sisyphus] I saw the powerful Herakles,

[that 1s to say,] his shadow: he himself is enjoying himself
among the immortal gods

at festivities and has Hebe with the fair ankles [as his wife],

a daughter of the great Zeus and of Hera with the golden shoes.

Greek text: van Thiel 1991 — English translation: Silvio Bar



Herakles as the Forefather
of the Ptolemaic Dynasty

’Ex Trarrépaov olos piv Env TeEAéoo péya Epyov
Aayeidas TTtoAepaios, &te ppeoiv éyKaTéc601To
BouAdv, Gv oUk dAAos &vip olos Te votjoal.
THvov Kai BoK&peEcol Trarp OudTipov EdnKev
&Bavdrols, kai oi xpUoeos Bpdvos &v Aids oikw
SedpnTon Tropa 8 arov *AAE§avBpos pida eidas
£85p1de1, TiEpooust Papls Beds aioAopiTpars.
avTtia & “HpaxAfjos 5pa kevTaupopdvolo
i8puTtan oTepeoio TeTuypéva €§ &8&pavTos:

&vBa ouv &ARoiow Bahias Exer OUpavidnot,
XAipwv Uvividv TEPIACIoV Viwvoioly,

81T opewv Kpovidns peAécwov eideTo yijpas,
&Bdvarror 8¢ kKoAeUvTon £ol vEmodes YeyaddTes.

&upw y&p Tpdyovds apv O KapTepos ‘HpaxAeidas, -
apgoTepotl & &p1Buelivron & EoxaTtov ‘HpaxAfia.

By lineage what a man was Ptolemy son of Lagus to
accomplish some mighty deed when in his heart he had laid
up a plan which none other could have conceived. Him the
father made of equal honour even with the blessed immortals,
and for him is fixed in Zeus’s halls a golden throne; and by
his side in friendship sits Alexander, god of the gay diadem,
the Persians’ bane. Over against these, and wrought of
stubborn adamant, is stablished the chair of Heracles who slew
the Centaurs, and there with the other gods he keeps festival,
rejoicing exceedingly in the sons of his sons, in that the son
of Cronos has lifted age from their limbs, and that they, his
offspring, are called immortals. For to both of these the

mighty son of Heracles was forbear, and both in the end trace
back their birth to Heracles.

Theocritus, Idyll 17.13-27

Greek text and English translation: Gow 1952



Metopes of the Temple of Zeus in

The 12 Deeds of Herakles

Ie

Olympia, c. 470-457 B.C. (Olympia, Greece and Louvre, Paris)

Olymp

Source: Yalouris, A. and N. Yalouris. 1997. Olympia: Das Museum und das Heiligtum. Athens: Ekdotike Athenon, 130



Herakles as a deus ex machina
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Source: LIMC .1, 823 (“Antigone” n. 14)



Hera“kles as a God on Thasos

—

Silver tetradrachm from Thas

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7f/Tetradrachm_Herakles_Thasos_MBA_Lyon.jpg
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