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Le centaure de Lefkandi

Statuette en terre cuite, X&/I1X® siecle av. J.-C., Léfkandi, Eubée

Source: https://lefkandi.classics.ox.ac.uk/Toumba.html
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Plaguette en or, v. 650-600 av. J.-C., Rhodes

Source: LIMC V1.2 (supplément) s.v. «kKentauroi et Kentaurides», no. 120



Créatures hybrides animales

La Chimere Pégase

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/ Source: https://www.theoi.com/Gallery/P29.2.html
b/b3/Chimera_Apulia_Louvre_K362.jpg 3



Créatures hybrides,
mi-humaines, mi-animales

Les Géants L’homme-lion
Source: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gigant_(Mythologie) d e H (0) h | enste | N 'Sta d e |

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4c/Loewenmenschl.jpg



Créatures hybrides,
I"homme enrichi d’éléments animaux

Le Satyre Les Gorgones

Source: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gigant_(Mythologie) Source: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gorgonen



Centaures classiques

Le combat contre les Lapithes, Parthénon, métope sud, Athenes

Source: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentaur#/media/Datei:The_Parthenon_sculptures, British_Museum (14063376069) (2)_(cropped).jpg



Centauresses

Hylonomé, mosaique, II€ siecle apr. J.-C., Musée national du Bardo, Tunisie

Source: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentaur#/media/Datei:Mosaico_con_centauresse.jpg



Les centaures chez Homere (I)

O yép Tw Toloug TWov &vépugoddt Wapar,
oTov. MeiptBoby te Apdavrd e, Totpéva Aadv,
Kawéa v "EE&S16V te kal &vriBeov TloAlpnpov,
Onoéa v Alyeidy, Emelkelov &Bayéhroo
képTiotor 81 ketvor EmuyBovieov Tpdev &vdpBv:
xké&prioTol pdv Eoav kal kapriogrolg Eukyovro,
Pnpolv. dpeakdotat, kal Exnhylog &méreccav.

Pourtant je n’ai pas vu encore — et jamais je
ne verrai — d’hommes tels que Pirithoos, ou Dryas,
le pasteur d’hommes, — GCénée, Exadxos le "divin
Polyphéme, — ou Thésée fils d'Egée, semblable aux
Immortels ! C’étaient des hommes forts, - entre tous
ceux qui-ont grandi sur .cette terre, et, forts entre
tous, ils luttaient contre adversaires forts entre tous,
les Monstres de la montagne — et ils en firént un
horrible massacre.

lliade 1,262—-268 (traduction: Paul Mazon, 1937)



Les centaures chez Homere (ll)

AN gpg pév ob odmoov dywov el vijo péloawvav,
pnpol & Extap’ diotdv, &’ adtel & alpa kelalvdy
vi&’ Bdate Arap®, &mil &° fie p&ppaka éoos,

~ EaBA&, t& o mpoti paowv "AxhAfjog dediddyBa,

v Xelowv 28i8aée. Swkadtatoc Kevtavownvy.

Mais sauve-moi.-du moins, en me menant & ma nef
noire : entaille ma cuisse, pour en tirer la fléche;
puis lave 4 I'eau tiéde le sang noir qui en sortira;
répands par-dessus les remédes apaisants, les bons
remedes qu’Achille t'a fait connaitre, dit-on, et que

lui-méme a appris de Chiron, le Centaure juste entre
tous

lliade 11,828-832 (traduction: Paul Mazon, 1937)



Galien et I'impossibilité ontologique
des centaures ()

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/Galen_detail.jpg
Source: https://www.theoi.com/Gallery/F15.1.html
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Galien et I'impossibilité ontologique
des centaures (lIl)

) vobvoy TadTy wérny
worot Jeoigee v avomiav, @M éni rag réypag amdoeag
W0, #ai oxomee yahxsbovra, xal cxvroropotvre, xul Vpai-
YOVIG, KUl YOUMUOTH YOUPOVTH, TRG UV xam’?s&sizm,
qobOl«g d¢ pnoote sm«)nnsb 10 Befhiov, [341] 1 TOY allwv
ooyuvwv frucTor OmMWG HETURELYETAL.  TOOS 7ag av Tolg
Uhhote Gmacwy olg av«‘)‘gwno, é& acgcrmc exe:, ,  Hob 1O xadé
feodtar yonoinwe i oy loyglov pove Tovte wdrrow {bwy
vnagyer.  Aékpds dé nai Totro Tovg modholy, xul voullvvew,
6000V uovoy éotavus vov rdmemov, obx siddree, ove xui o
xudélecdar poveg yee. 0 youy Kévravgog &xstwog ¢ zow
aoaqra}v, 0V 0Ux ¥ {)'gwnov )y GAK inmavdgwndy Twe p&l-
Aov &v Oixn nubicsug av, ovre o‘m)oié‘eo&m 6'vvar69 uid
aopadng &l Twy caxcaw, ovr, & xal Tovd vm;oysv avTE,
1uls YEOGIY exo:zr v 58§cwg, é’yno&&‘onwr avTe TWY mMeo-
o lov orelow sig mwm/g vag Evegyelag, womso si nal fudy
ixaote) 000 Tig Ty 0Tér) mooodieete moourxy Elha.

Do not think that these are
the only situations where he would be absurd, but review all the
other arts and imagine him working as a blacksmith, or cobbling,
weaving, mending, or writing books. How would he seat himself?
What sort of a lap would he have on which to rest his book,? and
how would he handle all the other tools? For in addition to all the
other special advantages man enjoys, he is the only one of all the
animals who can conveniently sit down on his hip bones. This fact
has indeed escaped most people; they believe that man alone stands
erect but do not perceive that he is also the only animal that can sit.
That centaur of the poets, at any rate, whom you would properly
call not a man but rather a sort of horse-man, could not support
himself securely on his hip bones, and even if he could, he would be
clumsy in using his hands because in everything he did his forelegs
would get in his way, just as we too would be hindered by two long
wooden sticks fastened to our breasts.

De usu partium corporis humani 3.173 Kiuhn (traduction: M.T. May, 1968)
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Sémantique des prototypes illustrée par 'exemple des oiseaux

Source: A. Linke, M. Nussbaumer et P. Portmann, Studienbuch Linguistik, Tibingen 1996, p. 158
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Une singularité ontologique...
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Source: https://www.deviantart.com/kosmonauttihai/art/Reverse-Centaur-47432501

14



