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Homer (8th/7th cent. B.C.)

|dealized portrayal of Homer, 4th/3rd cent. B.C. (British Museum)

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/db/Homeros_Caetani_Louvre_Ma440_n2.jpg 5



The Story of the Trojan War ()

Wedding of Peleus and Thetis
Eris and the apple of discord: 11} kaAAlo

The judgement of Paris (Hera, Athena,
Aphrodite)
Helena (the most beautiful woman in the world,

and wife of Menelaos) is given to Paris 2
abduction to Troy

Trojan War = Greek enterprise to bring Helena
back to Sparta



The Story of the Trojan War (ll)

Siege of Troy: ten years

Achilles (the greatest Greek hero) kills Hector
(the greatest Trojan hero) (< Homer’s lliad)

Achilles is killed (< Achilles’ heel)

Odysseus has the brillant idea of taking Troy
not by force, but by trickery = Trojan Horse

Sack of Troy
Greeks return home (& Homer’s Odyssey)



The Judgement of Paris

-

Black-figure vase from Athens, c. 510 B.C.

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/Judgement_of Paris_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen_1722.jpg



Paris and Helena
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Wolfgang Petersen, Troy (2004)

Source: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/3d/42/bd/3d42bdf4d568dd8da5596628adch5269.jpg



Troy and Sparta

Source: http://www.pages.drexel.edu/~kmh35/class/images/sparta-to-troy-map.jpg



The City of Troy
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Excavations at Troy around 1900

Source: http://www.zeit.de/wissen/geschichte/2010-12/ausgrabung-schIiemann/bitht—820x462-Offcff7964edd7515b84ad3a4440e26ae9c§b93e/
ausgrabung-schliemann-540x304.jpg



The Trojan Horse

So-called “Mykonos Vase”, c. 670 B.C.

Source: http://res.cloudinary.com/dk-find-out/image/upload/q_80,w_1440/A-AKG132692_qccxn3.jpg



Homer’s Odyssey ()

* After the destruction of Troy: Odysseus and his
crew set sail home (to the isle of Ithaca).

* On their way home, they encounter lots of
adventures.

— Odysseus enrages Poseidon by blinding his son
Polyphemus = Poseidon swears revenge.

— All of Odysseus’ crew get gradually lost/killed. =
The last survivors are killed in a seastorm sent by

Zeus because they had eaten the holy cattle of the
solar god Helios.



Homer’s Odyssey ()

e Odysseus reaches the isle of Ogygia as the sole
survivor of Zeus’ seastorm.

— Odysseus is held captive by the nymph Calypso on
Ogygia for 7 years.

— Is released by command of Athena and Zeus.

e Odysseus at the court of the Phaeacians (isle
of Scheria; king Alcinous)

* Odysseus reaches Ithaca = kills Penelope’s
suitors and reunites with Penelope.



Polyphemus
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Proto-Attic amphora, Athens, c. 650 B.C.

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fe/Polyphemus_Eleusis_2630.jpg
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The Route of Odysseus:
Attempts at Reconstruction ()

Legend:

1 4 Troy 9 O Underworld

2 O Cicones 10 O Sirens

3 O Lotus Eaters 11 Q Scylla and Charybdis
4 () Cyclopes 12 O Helios

5 King Aiolos 13 O Calypso

6 King Aiolos (again) 14 Q Phaeacians

7 O Laistrygonians 15 % Ithaca

8 () Circe

Source: http://www.classics.upenn.edu/myth/content/homer/media/odysmall.jpg .



The Route of Odysseus:
Attempts at Reconstruction (ll)

The ‘Homeric question’ raises many conflicting opinions about
the person and works of Homer: It is thus impossible to repro-
duce on @ map an exact picture of Homer's worid. Some re-
gions mentioned by the author are given in green; this does
not mean that they were |ocalised in his imagination as they
are given on the map. Many places named inthe [liad and
Qdyssey cannot be strictly located. Opinions differ, for exam-
Ele..upon the site of Ithaca Was it modern Ithaca, or Cephal-
nic,Leucas, or even Corcyra? The map gives the opinion of

V.Bérard (Dans le sillage d’Ulysse).

N
Western outlets of Mediterranean Sea and 0‘
Ocean very vaguely indicated in Homeric poems
The Ocean surrounds the entire ecrth;it is N

for Homer a divinity (I1.20,7), @ mighty stream .
and the source of all seas,rivers,and streams =)
(1 21,195-62 From it rise the sun,all the con-

stellations (except the Great Bear) and th

dawn,and in it they set (I1.5,6; 7, 42376, 485;

19,1-2,etc.)

Troy and the adjocent coast form the back-
ground of the Liiad. There the Greeks,com-
manded by Agamemnonking of Mycence,
fought the Trojans and their allies. The
historical background of the Homeric epics
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Source: A.A.M. Van Der Heyden & H. H. Scullard, Atlas of the Classical World, New York 1959,
retrieved from http://www.classics.upenn.edu/myth/content/homer/media/odybig.jpg 14



The Isle of Ithaca

lonisches

¥ -
Golffvon Patras

Meer

Sources: http://griechenland-insider-urlaub.de/bilder/griechenland/241/241-Ithaka-45033047506585.jpg
http://www.esys.org/rev_info/Griechenland/Ithaka_Locationmap_(wiki)-hq.jpg

Geifyon Korinth
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Reading Assignment (I)

* Homer, The Odyssey: Book 8, Verses 482—-556:
Read the text and and discuss with your
neighbour these questions:

— Why does Odysseus ask Demodocus to sing about
the Trojan Horse? What is ‘odd’ about this request
from the perspective of us as readers?

— Why does Odysseus cry?

— How is Alcinous’ reaction to Odysseus’ tears to be
understood?



Demodocus, Alcinous, Odysseus
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John Flaxman, lllustrations of the Odyssey (C. 1800)

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/OdysseyDemodokos.png



Vergil (70-19 B.C.)

Bust of Vergil, undated (Naples)

Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Publius_Vergilius_Maro1l.jpg
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The Romans and the Greeks ()

* Livius Andronicus (c. 284 —c. 204 B.C.): Greek
slave in Rome: translated the Odyssey into
Latin (= Odusia)

* Greece under the Roman Empire (“Roman
Greece”: 146 B.C.— 395 A.D.)

— 146 B.C.: all mainland Greece becomes Roman

— 395 A.D.: partition of the Roman Empire



The Romans and the Greeks (lI)

* Augustan poetry: poetry under the reign of
Emperor Augustus (27 B.C.— 14 A.D.)

— Main goal: the creation of Roman literary ‘classics’

— Greek literature serves as a model, but is no
longer regarded as superior

— Main representatives:
* Vergil
* Horace
* Ovid



Vergil’s Aeneid (l)

e Common ground with Homer’s lliad and
Odyssey:
— Same background story: the Trojan War
— lliad and Odyssey = the main literary models

— Same starting point as the Odyssey: the destruc-
tion of Troy through the Greeks
- Like the Odyssey, the Aeneid is concerned with
something that happens after the Trojan War



Vergil’s Aeneid (1)

Main differences to Homer’s Odyssey:

— Aeneas (the hero of the Aeneid) # a Greek, but
= a Trojan!

— Aeneas does not return home, but he goes else-
where in order to settle in a new country (ltaly)

— Aeneas loses his first wife (Creusa) and marries
again (Lavinia) in Italy

— Odyssey: restoration of sth old
<--> Aeneid: establishment of sth new



The Route of Aeneas:
Reconstruction
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Source: http://faculty.gvsu.edu/websterm/Aeneas.gif
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Reading Assignment (1)

* Vergil, The Aeneid: Book 2, Verses 634—-804:
Read the text and and discuss with your

neig
- W

nbour these questions:

nat is it that makes Aeneas finally leave his

house behind and flee from Troy? Why is this
important with regard to Aeneas’ journey that is

to

come?

— Think about the role of Aeneas’ family during the
flight from Troy: his father Anchises, his son
Ascanius, his wife Creusa, his ancestors!



Aeneas, Anchises and the Penates

Sculpture by Filippo Parodi (1630-1702)

Source: http://museu.gulbenkian.pt/prjdir/gulbenkian/images/mediaRep/museu/colecao/escultura/Inv-544.255_147_701_546.jpg



The Roman Penates

Reconstruction of a typically Roman Penates shrine

Source: http://www.novaroma.org/religio_romana/Penates.jpg
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