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Kalypso in Homer’s Odyssey (I)

• Καλυψώ (Kalypsṓ) = “The Concealer”
(< καλύπτειν [kalýptein]: “to conceal, to hide”):
– Hides on a remote island (i.e. conceals herself).
– Keeps Odysseus prisoner (i.e. hides Odysseus).

• Odyssey Book 5:
– Divine council: the Olympian gods decide that

Odysseus must finally return home (lines 1–42).
– Hermes visits the isle of Ogygia to order Kalypso

to release Odysseus (lines 43–148).
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Kalypso in Homer’s Odyssey (II)

• Odyssey Book 5 (cont.):
– Kalypso offers Odysseus immortality, but he de-

clines the offer (lines 149–227).
– Odysseus makes preparations to leave Ogygia and 

builds a raft; Kalypso assists him and provides him
with clothing/food/water (lines 228–268).

– Odysseus leaves the isle of Ogygia and sails to the
isle of Scheria; shipwreck and last encounter with
Poseidon (lines 269–493).
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Kalypso in Homer’s Odyssey (III)

• Odyssey Book 7:
– Odysseus tells the Phaeacians about his encounter

with Kalypso (lines 244–266).
– Odysseus refers to Kalypso with two negative 

adjectives:
• δολόεσσα (dolóessa): “deceitful, untrustworthy, sly”.
• δεινή (deinḗ): “dreadful, terrible, terrifying”.

– Focalisation through Odysseus: his version of what
happened.
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Kalypso in Homer’s Odyssey (IV)

• The roles of Kalypso in the Odyssey:
– Saviour and helper (ß the motif of the divine

female helper, cf. e.g. Athena in the Odyssey).
– Lover and potential partner (ß the motif of a 

relation between a goddess and a male human, cf. 
e.g. Aphrodite and Anchises, Eos and Tithonos).

– Goddess: powerful, superior (ß has the potential 
to make Odysseus immortal and thus to turn their
relation from an unequal to an equal relation).
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• Καλυψὼ δῖα θεάων (Kalypsṓ dîa theáōn):
“Kalypso the divine among the goddesses”:
– Standard epithet applied to Kalypso 11x in 
Odyssey Book 5.

– Tautology – hyperbolic superlative (hyperlative):
“the [most] divine among the goddesses”.

– The hyperlative nature of the epithet contradicts
Kalypso’s standing as a lesser/minor goddess.

Kalypso in Homer’s Odyssey (V)
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Visual Depictions of Kalypso
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Lucanian red-figure vase (c. 450 B.C.)
Source: https://blog.oup.com/2014/07/scenes-from-the-odyssey-in-ancient-art



• Late Antiquity / Byzantium:
– “the concealment and invisibility that dominated

Odysseus in the deep caves” (Scholium on Odyssey 1.14d)

– “the one who conceals her thought” (Suda κ 273)

– “because of covering and dressing for people
living in wet and cold regions” (Scholium on Hes. Theog. 359)

– “they transform her allegorically into what we
term body, for she conceals within her like a shell
the soul’s pearl” (Eustathios on Odyssey 1389.42)
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Allegorical Interpretations
of Kalypso’s Name

Source/Translations: Pontani 2013, 46–47



Kalypso in Modern Painting (I)
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Arnold Böcklin (1827–1901), “Odysseus und Kalypso” (1882)
Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/Arnold_B%C3%B6cklin_008.jpg



Kalypso in Modern Painting (II)
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Max Beckmann (1884–1950), “Odysseus und Kalypso” (1943)
Source: https://online-sammlung.hamburger-kunsthalle.de/de/objekt/HK-2887/odysseus-und-

kalypso?term=Max%20Beckmann&context=default&position=6



Kalypso in Modern Painting (III)
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Kurt Regschek (1923–2005), “Kalypso”
Source: https://austria-forum.org/af/Wissenssammlungen/Bilddatenbank%20Kurt%20Regschek/Mythologie/Kalypso



Kalypso in Popular Literature
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Rick Riordan, Percy Jackson: The Battle of the Labyrinth (2008)
Source: Riordan, Rick. 2008. Percy Jackson: The Battle of the Labyrinth. Los Angeles, 222–223



Kalypso in Film (I)
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Ulisse (1954): Silvia Mangano as Kalypso and Penelope

Kalypso Penelope

Sources: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0047630
https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/silvana-mangano-as-penelope-in-ulysses-1954--550916966913088760/



Kalypso in Film (II)
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The Odyssey (1997): Vanessa Williams as Kalypso
Source: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/562105597215838222



Kalypso in Film (III)
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Pirates of the Carribean: Naomie Harris as Kalypso (Tia Dalma)
Source: https://screenrant.com/pirates-caribbean-original-trilogy-wasted-tia-dalma-calypso-how/



Kalypso in Film (IV)
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Star Trek: Short Treks (2018) – Episode 2.1: “Calypso”
Source: https://startrekaod.net/2018/11/20/a-swonderful-short-treks-moment



Kalypso as a Brand Name
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Source: https://www.candy24.ch/products/calypso-lemonade-diverse-sorten-473ml?variant=37867649335464&
currency=CHF&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=google+shopping&gclid=

Cj0KCQjw4omaBhDqARIsADXULuXRpnb-rP2ppgJraWJyJOrrbn29VvX_v667N9DUg-6cGcs7NEqHXWkaAiHKEALw_wcB
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You can access this presentation!

• https://www.hf.uio.no/ifikk/english/people/ac
a/classics/tenured/silviofb/index.html

• Scroll down to the bottom of the page!
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