
GRE 2405 (Gresk drama): Eksamen, høsten 2018 (19.12.2018): Sensorveiledning 

 

Emnebeskrivelse: https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/ifikk/GRE2405/   

 

Course content: The principal objective of the course is to acquiant students with the genre of 

Attic tragedy (compositional structure, character functions, the role of the chorus, the use of 

dialect and meter), with specific reference to one play read in the original and analyzed with 

the aid of relevant secondary literature. In addition, the course serves to solidify the students’ 

skills of reading a text with a complicated history of transmission, calling for the use of 

several commentaries as well as for extensive attention to the critical apparatus. 

 

In Fall 2018, the course was taught by Boris Maslov. The play chosen for reading and 

analysis was Sophocles’ Oedipus Tyrannos. An important aspect of the class was the 

discussion of four important works of criticism that made a major contribution to our 

understanding of Greek tragedy in general and Sophocles’s play in particular: Aristotle’s  

Poetics; Olga Freidenberg’s Image and Concept (an excerpt); Claude Lévi-Strauss’s “The 

Structural Study of Myth”; René Girard’s Violence and the Sacred (chapter 3). 

 

The exam consisted of two parts: (1) translation of a passage from Sophocles’s OT and  five 

questions that directly pertain to that passage (four of them asking the students to identify 

verb forms; one, to explain the context of the passage); (2) an essay on a topic that was 

discussed extensively in class.  

 

The maximum number of points that could be earned for the first part of the exam is 40; for 

the second part, 60 points. In grading the first part, 2 points are to be subtracted for each 

substatial mistake (e.g. an important word mistranslated or a construction misunderstood), 1 

point, for relatively minor mistakes (e.g. form of a word misconstrued, a relatively less 

important word omitted). In grading the second part of the exam, the following rubric is 

applied: 

 

1. Essay has an original main idea (max. 20 points) 

2. Essay makes sharp observations on the text of the play (max. 20 points) 

3. Essay refers to secondary literature in an informed way (max. 10 points) 

4. Essay is coherent and well-argued (max. 10 points) 



The total number of points earned for the essay is the sum of points earned for each of the 

four rubrics. 

 

The resulting grade is calculated using the following chart: 

A: 80-100  

B: 65-79 

C: 50-64 

D: 30-49 

E: 29 or less 

 

 

Prof. Boris Maslov, 24.11.2018 


