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1.1 Curriculum 

The course describes current issues in design culture through a series of ten monographic classes on ten 

objects. Each one provides the opportunity to examine wider issues, including design and commitment, 

gender, cultural icons, networks, and others.  

 

1.2 Teaching 

The classes are a combination of lectures and seminars, with formal presentations by the tutor and group 

discussion of the literature. They also include object-based learning when the actual object of study can be 

brought to the classroom and examined in a direct fashion, through methods such as script analysis and the 

likes.  Three classes are completely dedicated respectively to a writing workshop, students’ presentations, 

and on-site studio visits.  

 

1.3 Resources 

The course makes use of a regular classroom in GM and the audiovisual technical means provided. Students 

are actively required to use the library and its on-line subscriptions to scholarly journals. The use of Fronter 

is required to access documents and submit assignments, as is the blogging platform included in Vortex.  

 

1.4 Examination 

The course is assessed via final essay of standard length (7-10 pages). Students work on the essay throughout 

the course, for it is meant to be a case study of an eleventh object, similar in structure and critical scope to 

those that form the very course. The other compulsory assignments include writing four blog posts on the 

course blog, participation to the writing workshop, and give a formal presentation at the end of the course.  

 

2. Learning objectives 

The course description provides the following list of learning objectives: to acquire a proficient 

understanding of design as cultural product; to analyze objects as expressions of design culture; to apply 

relevant theories and methods in object analysis; to write a critical essay about design; to make use of novel 

media in a professional context 

 

3. Relevance of the course description 

The course was assessed midway through anonymous feedback forms on the seventh week of the teaching to 

ensure the participants were experience the kind of teaching they expected. The result was positive, with an 

average rating in the top 20% of the scale provided. The dropout rate was relatively low, with only one 

student attending the first session and not returning. On the other hand, of the students who registered in the 

first place, only about 50% actually appeared at the first meeting.  

 

4. Changes since the last periodic evaluation 

N/A 

 

5. Suggestions for improvement 

The course received a remarkable deal of attention from outside IFIKK, with students taking it as single 

course, or others hailing from other UiO schools such as information science or anthropology. This could be 

encouraged through advertising. Also, one possible teaching activity, based on the very nature of the course, 

could be a small exhibition curated by the students with the actual eleventh objects or posters of them.  
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