<
.
] s X
\

N R <y
Egyptianand Tunisian

EverydayWorlds

An updateonthe project

In 2016—How it feltto live in the Arab
World fiveyearsafterthe Ar @r i 1

edited by
STEPHAN GUTH DZELENA CHITI DZALBRECHT HOFHEINZ

5

Journalof Arabic and Islamic Studiesd17 (2017): 455-508



Contents

INTRODUCTION FROM i SSUED TO M MRRAYSO ...ooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereseeneeseeennnen . 4D T
by Stephan Guth and Albrecht Hofheinz

Sample entries

UUMIMIYYA s 463
by Eva Marie Haland

BABY IMILK ...t 466
by Albrecht Hofheinz

CLASH....ooveeveiessevsseeeessese s ssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssssnsssssssnssssssnnenssnnn 6 1O
by Elena Chiti

CONVERSIONS........oooviireiieeiieeees s ssseses s 474
by Monika Lindbekk

CROWDFUNDING..........ooiviereeserieenssseeesiesesssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssesssssssssssnsssnsssssnssnnnss s 2 D

by Teresa Pepe

DIE R JA e 482
by Myriam Achour Kalleland Mariem Guellouz

DUAL IDENTITIES/ MASKING .....oovooovieeeeeeeeee s sosasss s 484
by Stephan Guth

FATHER FIGURES.........cooiiiiiiinieiiienceseeesesssenssseesssesesssesis s 492
by Mihaila Yordanova

PSYCHIATRISTS ..o 499
by Maren BuvarpAardal

SATIRE (IN YOUTUBE CHANNELS) ......ootiiimiiieiie e sessss e 502
by Mohab Mohamed

Journalof Arabic and Islamic Studiesd17 (2017): 455-508



Introduction: From il s s u e $r rtaoy s 0

STEPHAN GUTH and ALBRECHTHOFHEINZ (University of Oslo)

The followingdossier spcial is theoutcome of a workshop, held in November 2017 at the
Department of Culture Studies and Oriental Languages (IKOS), University of Oslo, to
di scuss first drafts of entries on the #fAarrayso
2016. The workshop formed pasf a 3year research project, funded by The Research
Council of Norway (Norges forskningsrad, NFR) and IKOS, entite@016—How it felt
to live in the Arab World five years after the “A
The pr oj ec twassotakean analyticdlfereeyear snapshotof life in two
countries of the Arab world that had been of particular importance in the context of the so
cal |l ed A AdxEngypta®punisiad gnilto introduceinto Middle East Studies an
unconventional, innovative approach how postrevolutionay everydayworlds were
experienced or o6feltdé: we use fictioem (in the wi
ma , etc.) and soci al media O6buzzdmoginbl i shed or p
mateunderstanding ahe contemporary Arab worlahd the peopléving there"
The projectods five ndathemoneyaar snapshb theofgcusom | features
the experience of everydayorlds, the use of data from several spheres of cultural produ
tion, t hehe dneaat etroi aill estpetak f or -conceieeddad by not i mp
Iytical categories, and the presentation of our findings in the form of alphabetically a
ranged entries, suggesting a dmear reading guided by numerous crosferences the
ensemble bwhich adds up to a kind of rhizome through which the user will, it is hoped, be
able to find his/her own, individual access to these everyaaidsd these features are

inspired byHans UlrichGUMBRECHTGS € mi n a | ffessay i n hiudyt ori cal Si mu
In 1926: Living at the Edge of Timié his book provided the model for what our project
group was and stildl is eager to acihuneve: an appr

right intod and move around ithe everydayworlds of the year in questipto pick up its
peculiar Stimmungwithout too much analytical intervention or interference from the part
of those who collected the material. The latter idea seemed particularly important to the

designers of thén 2016project since our target year, unk e Gumbr echt 6s 1926, wa s
still is, not separated from the present by several decades but belongs to a more or less
contiguous present. This fact is also mirrored i
some among the contributors: as researchershe contemporary Middle East they

werel/ ar e, on the one hand, observersy-and anal yst
daywor |l ds studied as fAobjectso, while on the other

int hese worl ds, a c ermned with, angolved snuabd betle forméd by and n ¢
forming these worlds.
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Stephan GutivZAlbrecht Hofheinz

Work on the project began in October 2015. Dur i
consisted mainly in collecting relevant materihd in assigning preliminary keywords to
the datato facilitate search and processing. Towards the end of 2016, in a workshop in
November, a first attempt was made to Abundl ed g
under a number of overarching headings that would have the potential of becaming e
tries/lemmata in the future publication. These efforts, which were documented in a special
dossier of theJournal of Arabic and Islamic Studiéise same yearcontinued and inteis
fied during the current year, 20Xiassden regul ar me
ated researchers discussed the collected data in
approach and the publication of the research results in the form of a dictionancycb-
pedialike monograph, as the prinersion of a correspondingelsite. The main challenge
consisted in narrowing down the long list of 02e750keywords and issues observead
transforming them into a new |ist of terms deemec
into the world of 2016 and, hence, entrieshia future publication.

As i n Gumhi926 thehentries of ouin 2016 t oo, are of three types
(French:dispositifg, binary fcodes 0, Le nsdepdacherd dosthec ol | apsedo.
sake of convenience, the description of these categories as given in the Introduction to last
y e alivihg2016dossier:

Arraysar e wa y s arfifatts, voles, antt activities influence bodie8 b ec ause

t hese fales,tandfactidtiess|.,.] reguire the human bodies to enter igto sp

cific spatial and functional relations to the everysap r | ds t h°&grin-i nhabi t . o
stance, for the year 1926 Gumbrecht identified the following arrays (my selection):

Artifacts:  Airplanes| Assembly Lineq Automobiles| Bars| Elevators| Gomina|
Gramophone¢$League of Nation$ Movie Palace$ Mummies| Ocean
Liners | Railroads| Revues| Roof Gardeng Telephones| Wireless
Communication

Roles Americans in Pari$ Employeeg Engineerg Hunger Artists| Repot-
ers| Stars

Activities Boxing | Bullfighting | Cremation| Dancing| Endurancg Jazz| Moun-
taineering| Murder| Six-Day Raceg Strikes

What Gumbrecht callsodesare clusters of arrayghat coexist and overlap in a
space of simultaneitg nd At end to generate discourses whic
fusion into [...Jalternative options “dor example:

Codes Action vsImpotence| Authenticity vs Artificiality | Centervs Periphery
| Immanencers Transcendencglndividuality vs Collectivity | Male vs
Female| Presentvs Past| Silencevs Noise | Sobrietyvs Exuberancq
Uncertaintyvs Reality

Since suctbinary codesi p r o principles of ordemithin the unstructured sinhu
taneity ofeverydaywor | d s, one might, o0 accorming to Gumbr
ceptof cul ture’ for the’ensemble of such codes.

Jalg A17 (2017: 45746z



Introductiofronfissuest A r i ay s 0

When the codes lose their -garadoxifying function, Gumbrecht calls theuol-

lapsed codes Col | apsed c paltiewarly visilebecausesagreai ar e
of malfunction and entropythey attract specific discursive attentioand, often,
specificemotional energy'dHere are the collapsed codes the author identified for

his target year:

Pagq 459
Codes Collapsed Action = Impotece (Tragedy) | Authenticity = Atrtificiality (Life) | od

Center = Periphery (Infinitudeg)) Immanence = Transcendence
(Death)| Individuality = Collectivity (Leader) Male = Female
(Gender Trouble)Present = Past (Eternity)

Our discussions regarding whichrays, codes, and codes collapsed should be considered

most characteristic for Egyptian and Tunisian everydayds of 2016 are certainly not

yet concluded. As of erB017, we are operating with a list that took shape over the course

of our regular meetiys and further crystallized during the workshop held in November

2017, which was dedicated exclusively to the dis
contains the following entries:

ARRAYS( Aiarti facts, activiti es , [NBoentries coht@ined t hat affecHt
in the present volume are highlighted in bold here]

? Al (s parodic technique) Friends

U mmi YBgytian Arabic) Garbage z i b/@luana ma
Apartment wanted Gated communities / Compounds
Ashiwpayat Gyms

Baby milk High school exams

Celebrities The Honourable Citizen a4l-Mu w a1
Clash/ Polarisation a-shartf

Conspiracy theories I'n I sl amé

Conversions K a m{informal random checkpoints)
Court trials LGBT

Crowdfunding M&n 1 s h  m(ightangriorhuption)
Dancing: see Y Mu Memorial days / Commemoration
Dérja (Tunisian Arabic) Migration

Disappearances Mobile phones

Disasters The Mother of the HeroUmm alb a t
Dollar crisis Music (incl. Dancing)

Downtown New Cafés

Dual identities / Masking Prison

Father Figures The Police(man) Criminal

Football Psychiatrists

Francophonie Red Sea Islands

Jalg A17 (2017 457-46z2



Stephan GutivZAlbrecht Hofheinz

Satire (incl.a d a b ana@l XduTube Transitional Justice
channels; possibly to be divided in|  Tricking the System / Tricked by th
two or more individual arrays) System

Self-censoring Tuk-tuk

Self-help (incl. exploring the selfua Uber

Pagd 46( - .

thenticity, selfformation, sekhelp Val entineds Day
I|'teratur('a) . The Voicefrom Above(omnipresent

Social media (Facebook, Twitter) propaganda discourses)

Suicide _ Z a h hGrowd (probably includings-

The Suspect Foreigner phyxia/Suffocation

Tickling Giants /7 i khdab t

As for theCODES, i.e., those ndfctlaursd etrc @dn arratagy sdi € chaur s
transform [their] conf usandoas suchmpmwde pr i. n¢i mlleder nati
of order within the unstructured simultaneity of everydag r | dnsoontingto what
maybeconceivedofas fAcul t ur e &Q6), csrgpelimmdrylist egmpriges the

following pairsQu e st i on mar kwheréyedsillare paricularty an dauken

additional workshop in spring 2028ill be dedicated to further discussion and clagfic

tion, both with regard to appropriate terminology doéssigning phenomerandissues

observed to the termagreed uponln someinstancesthe reader will find additional
information after avertical linefi | o , indicating alterPa@ati ve names u
thesesare alsausedto remind us of a number of issues/phenomenarttagti b el ongd t o

the code in question

AffluencevsDestitution Individuality vs Collectivity (incl.
BeautifulvsUgly (incl. Cleanpurevs APublic moralso
Dirty-filthy, Culture [as Humanism] vsconstraint, individual freedows

vsBarbarism|re nc hant me a-ma s | a B emagotismvs
dtruism/ sol i dari tvy,

Culturevs Politics | HealthywsUn-
healthy (dehumanisation)

CentervsPeriphery(incl. City vs Com-
pound, A s h ww wsCenter;

gemeis chaf t 60, drdres
sporsibility, etc.)
Male vsFemale/ ManvsWoman

ProvincesvsBig cities, esp. the Normality vsHeroism

Capital) Pastvs Presen{Continuityvs Change)
Egypt/Tunisiavs Barra PrivatevsPublic (taxi; new cafes; as a
Egyptvs Tunisia space where public and private i

tersect; street)
[?] RightvsWrong (moral normativity,
may i s-aefh)kida
Securityvs Fear| Stability vs Freedom/
Democracy
SuperiorityvsInferiority | Victoryvs

Freedonvs Constraint
HopevsDespair

[?] IdeavsPractice(Letterkulesprind-
plesvsAppl i cati on,
| a wsNbnimplementation)

Individual vs Collective/Community,

Jalg A17 (2017: 45746z



Introductiofronfissuest A r i ay s 0

Defeat the country?06, F
iThe Sys8T heo P@d.pl vsselfcensoring, Ran)
Deep state) Wa t esGhurba
TruevsFalse Youngvs Settled
VoicevsSilence( A Wh o has Pagd 461
What was said aboutéhCode8 still work in progres8 holds true perhaps even more so
for the CODES COLLAPSED, i.e., thosethat have lost theide-paradoxifying function and
are now fiparticularly visible because, as areas
specific discursive attenti ofseeaode, p506f t e n, speci f

There remaireven more open questions here than in the case of the Codes, and the list we

shallend up with in ouin 2016publication later in 2018 will mirror our opinion on how

deep the Revolutions reallalv e s hatt ered Egyptians®é and Tuni si ar
really speak of ficol | aps e dpgaradoxfyng Binctiocandl es t hat ha\
point to areas of malfunction? In some cases, it looks as if, in spite of the Revolutions,

people in 2016till conceive of their worlds with categories that act so different from

earlier onesOften, codes stillappear toprovide meaningful options rather than having

become meaningless, fAneut r ahbwevweecdllapsebcpdse ach ot her .
mayindeedh av e gener at endttem expressinew canfigusationsfand ways of

perceptionHere is the list thakeflects ourcurrent state of discussion (eB617):

[?] Hope = DespalHell (Dystopia)(i k t ;ifrustgabion; apocalyps@pocalyptic -
scriptions of the end of the city, both in novels and in television shows; envinenme

tal dystopias: earthquakes, desertification; horror fiction; Trump; global wan: deh
manisation; upholding humanity)Future = No Future (Dystopid).It seems to be

quite clear that we are dealing with a collapsed code here, but we are still undecided
on whether it should be merged with, or be kept apart from, the following:

Past = Present (Stucklb | ocked energy/ dreams/ hope; as in sc
cul tur al pr oduiktitaibg abst;af & c tciamibstt sldeav e but I ca
ma z n Gapphyxiat ar 1 q kasdafisi njrelatedslsoddlattan =

Ghurbg frustration /i h bs&nse of defeat, see VictaryDefeat; political demab

lizati o n Afwe withdrew from politicso; al so rela
iAction = I mpotence (Tragedy) 0.

Normality = Heroism (Survivingjthe Ordinary citizen as Hero; Managing / maste

ing everyday life) | Lack of Resources = Resourcefulneds { )i NBaWe may be

dealing with a secular(ized?) version of #fAmart
is fiDefeat = Superiority (Citizen heroism)o ol
heroism)bo

Security = Fear | Order = Chaos (Police State)
[?] State = Peopl (Patriotism)
Wa t a®Ghurba(Alienation)

Jalg A17 (2017 457-46z2
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Stephan GutivZAlbrecht Hofheinz

We also have a brief list dSSUES, i.e., topics/phenomena that appear important but
where we have not yet come to a conclusion on how to deal with them withinrthe A
rays/Codes/Codes Collapsed framework (suchAzwma Dream/Imagination vs Reality;
Environment, nature and pollution; Escapi@et out of hereSuez Canal Further discs-
sionswill determineéhow to deal with these phenomena.
In its current state, our list of arrays, codes, and codes collapsed provides a preliminary
snapshot of our discussions that we are publishing herectovamt our work in progress.
We hope that the entries presented below may inspire others to join in the creation of the
fiencyc!| oowd flt talivearfthetrab Worldfie years after the 6Arab

© Stephan Gutk. Albrecht Hofheinz
Dept. d Culture Studies and Oriental Languages, University of Oslo / Norway
¢ stephan.guth@ikos.uio.nolpeechthofheinz@ikos.uio.ng@
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ummi yya

(..) bridging the biggap that has emerged between our language of today and the
essential worksu mma h &udtub) afl literature, the heritage and the language
and style they were written in (...) for the language not to be a monopoly for those
who studied it and understand(i..) so that it is possible for a twelve or thirteen,

or even younger boy or girl, to read one of the essential works and understand
what is being said (...) that it is natural and happens in any language (...) persona
ly I think that no awakening/reval/renaissancen(a h)dvill take place in the A

ab countries unless we know how to understand our forefathers firdfla@lr r 9
2016: 78)"

Thesepoints are listed as motivations for why the Egyptian scholar, translator and nove

i st NUSotohinl®83Fb.choosesolAd BHMaamrRi s e aAbial
ghuf(rfi@mhe Epi stl e of Foaminiv@graclar@iabic). hiso Egypti an
most likely the only translation published this year fréns & (standard Arabic) to

a mmi .y\Hpwever, use ofa mmi in widting is not rare: billboards decorating sl

ings and roadsides are often@mmi ,ywhich is alsdrequently used on social media [

u Social Medid; Egyptians receive text messages from their telephone companies in

a mmia { yMobile Phoneg, and books are being published that are written fully or

partly in @ mmi ,\oryiraa mix betweera mmi gngdfas & Many of them belong to the

adab genrdeth Batire], suchaGhayr ormashi(IA Unip'ulbl i shabl ep) by Sh:
As ad, or even sellfielp booksY[ Self-help] such adl-K h urang-nas ¢ A Ou't of the
Boxo) by Egypt ivammad Bk & Pdychiatrisis Mu Weummad | br U
homoésMboblblab( MAwe dt heart Wamni e@mdo n fse sl saiboen sl de)d. As
many writers before him, he raises the dilemma of which variety to write in:

I have grown up but I have not really grown u
a mmi pextaof u s..hldow that it is better if the book is all inu s thu@l

prefer to express myself i mmi ,y was born and raised in a country which

speaks in a varietyighga) which is different from the official varietyighga) that

is written in books and in education. | learned in one way and lived in andthe

cannot define my identity c¢closer to any of t h
meéa variety cl oagdanda earietyycloserriot ngy lhdae and  (
way of |l ifeéfor this reason | decided to comp

(1 br Ob6o1D). 2

Moreover, the Egyptian president [Father figures] gives formal speeches i@ m

miyyaand uses several linguistic features that are not associated with the pregtige re

isterof Ummi yvya. On Oct ober Asa7pe Sarcasm Foaigigstis a o Kk page

meme involving an image from a news broadcast showif§@ls § comme mor ati ng t he
439 anniversary of the October War together with the Sudanese Presitteat at

Journalof Arabic and Islamic StudiesA17 (2017): 463-465
© Eva Marie Haland, IKOS, University of Oslo / Norway



Eva Marie Haland

B a s B @Comnfemorationg. The captionreads d d T hdatdw@a Ma s, whiddi s r
l'iterally means AGive it a O6Long live Egypt.
letters Tinstead ofthecorresB d mocki ng the presidenatods dweak
tion or mocking of specific pronunciations is often found wheermmi s written. On
November 1, a meme peston the same Facebook page targets certain women who

Page 46¢ speak in a flity/childish/spoiled manneiThis time it is an image from the moviAsal
iswid( AiBl ack Honeyp) from 2010. Thest, caled gi nal scene
Malr 6 (i . e., AEgyptianodo), who has returned to Eg
States, hisfriend S@ad, and Mer v ajgtd, itsh ei nw ol nodas@eprigmaryt h . Mer v at
school teacher oEnglishand Mdr @ i s provoked by her faulty Engl
[l for Iv/, /bl for Ip/ etc. The author of the meme turns the focus over to Egyptian
a mmi ,yaddimg the following caption:

dT hi yyhiabbhdHa!dbiDmatthahita wa Tydn IS rtthat s he
you love!! She sayma t amdthahl a ,nSad d)! o

0

)
6 p

Ma t igdvariantoma s(ilii t . , Ait gothahlog ofzal a fthe feffio . k. p) , and
nine form for isado) . The post generates comment
treating the same topic. Ord these is an image from a different mqvie which a

woman is portrayed as sayisphat | | a k k ihlt @n & a @hésrweaula, acording

to the conventions, be writtemishhad | | ak kildan & af@iainé&m not going to
tell you, I am angry with youo). Y e b-, this part.

guistic feautured those of flirty/childish/spoiled/lower class won@nvhich are imne-
diately recognized as communicating a social meaning. Suchimgsaare often linked
to certain speech groups or strata of societyAffluence vs Destitution], or a specific
person or character [Celebrities].

Related Entries

Arrays:Celebrities;Commemorations; Father figurddpbile PhonesPsychiatrist;Satire
Self-help; Social MediaDZCodesAffluence vsDestitution

References

Print

akMaar r o, -AAHX0O16.R| s algatu f/arknslated by N. a6 O miAl-@@U h i r-Kutub Al
KhUn.

Muvdammad | brvM@ah o mba®H@bdba: DUr Dawwi n.

Mudammad ~ OKOBuraagidasQOhira: DOr TiyO.

Shar ad 20666hayr qgraghiakQUhii'rla: DUOr TI1y0U.

Memes

Muvammad Dur g hAsavbe Sarcasm Sooigfyctaber 6, 2016shttps://www.facebook.
com/asa7bess/photos/a.268637064801.58209.263629920398785/1285512081543892®%- (r
trieved October 27, 2017).
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Mu ¥ a mnila dpdsting onAsa7be Sarcasm Societyovember 1, 2016, <https://www.facebook.
com/asa7bess/photos/a.263636427064801.58209.263629920398785/1310753782358@55>
trieved October 27, 2017).

N.N., posting onAsa7be Sarcasm SocietMovember 1, 2016, <https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?fbid=1171521389596682&set=p.1171521389596682> (retrieved October 27, 2017).
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Baby Milk

On Septembee, the hashtagilaban_al a s kelptodeson socialmedia[V Social Media].
It is temptingto translatethis as#cop_milkto reflectthe wordplay,in Arabic, onlaban al-
a s foélcrr noipl &ndEgyptian expressiondenoting the unimaginableand impossible.
Birds are not mammals after all. Most peoplearesurprisedto learnthaté b i md B(tked
literal renderingof labanal- a s J r@ally doesexis® both al-A h r antiWikipediaattest
to this unheardof naturalphenomenonAnd ordinarycitizensarejust asstunnedo learnof
thed a r MY | (&ndtherattemptto translatdabanal- a s R thatthe Egyptianmilitary is
readyto provide in orderto defusec i t i angemvisedsubsidisednfantformulasuddenly
turnsall but out of reachfor averageEgyptianfamilies. The army has30 million canisters
of toddlermilk storedin their barracks2Vhy? Whatfor? Apparently,then a t i faramodss
institution really doeswant to make sureit can steerits subjectsfrom the cradleto the
grave.And fi 2y@arsfromn o wagneof thefirst tweetspredicts theywill yell atyou, fiyou
dareinsult the army that taught you and suckledyou? #Badr_International_Schodfla-
ban_al a s 0 This tweetcombinesreferenceo the toddlermilk affair with a stab at the
schoolthe military establisheda yearagoto attractwell-paying youngsterg20,000EGP
for akindergarterplace)awayfrom privateinternaional schoolsandto providethemfithe
weaponf educatiomecessaryor their future endeavors Badr Schoolis facing a bak-
lashasit embarksonits secondyear,with peopleobjectingtothemi | i termgaggniesn
yet anothersocioeconomicector.While critical voicesquestionboth the motivesandthe
ability of the military to managewvhatshouldbe civilian affairs, otherstakelessissuewith
that. A T hmditary is running all of Egypt, why would | be concernedaboutit runninga
s ¢ h o says& motherof two kids there.Many do believethat the productsand services
the military deliversreally arebetterthanwhatothershaveto offer. Yet this belief becomes
the object of derision as well. fiThey say that Badr Schoolis whiter than white, @bla
F U h ¢he wildly popuar Egyptian muppetcharacter tweetson Aug. 29. Why? i Th e y
constantlysweepthe floor therewith the G e n e detefgéntCananyoneobjectto using
General( Max Clean,Max Fresld Yo secure,asthe commercialpromisesaniit Ul t i mat e
cleanh o u s[¢éSatite] It is not easyto ascertainvho at any one momenthasthe upper
handin this war of words.For manyd teachersand parentsat Badr School,driversfilling
gasattheWa  a npiatyioficaetrol stations consumerduying fruit andeggs,noodlesand
refrigerdors producedin military-ownedfarms and factories,the sick placingtheir hopes
on drugsand medicalequipmentimported by the military, and for countlessother® the
military represent@ force servingthe nationratherthanindividual private interests Pro-
testsagainsthemi | i tote argtlieseforeoftenregardedasbeingtheresultof a conspi-
acy directedfrom abroad,and thus B a d scbo®lprincipal revealsin an interview with
MadaMasrthat

Thereds a fortune teller in America whose pro
that in one of the Arab countries there Vi a president who pretends to represent

Journalof Arabic and Islamic Studiesd17 (2017): 466-469
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Il slam, though he is far from it [a reference

president who comes next would unite the Arab region and destroy the American
economy. That president will have a name made upvofrepeated syllables [he
means Sisi].{ Conspiracy Theories Y Superiority vs Inferiority , Y Suspect Fo-

eigner]
. . . - Paged 467
It isin suchaclimatethatthe babymilk crisis erupts Whenwomenon August31 suddenly

and without prior warning find they no longer can buy infant formula at the subsidised
price of 5-17 EGP but are being referredto the openmarketwherethe costof a caniger
quickly risesto 60-70 EGP, they are shockedand pour their angerinto streetdemonsta-
tions catchingmediaattertion. The womenand their families find themselvesonfronted
with a fait accompliasno onehaspreparedhemfor the HealthMinist r ydtreetighten-
ing the criteria for being able to obtain subsidisedmilk [YA T hSy s t esmd hRzo-
p | JeThe Ministry, for its part,is merelytrying to helpfi s t teesubsidyhaemorrhagé
to contributeto the overallfiscal consolidationthatthe IMF requiresto approveits biggest
ever Middle Eastloan (12bn USD over 3 years,4 timesasmuchasS i spredexessors
daredto askfor) [V Dollar Crisis]. This granderorderof thingsis lost, however,on court-
less women who complain that they now no longer know how to feed their babies
[V Affluence vs Destitution]. At this point, thearmyis thereto savethem.To counterwhat
it describesas fimonopolisticpracticesby pharmaceuticat o mp a fandeviéhout men-
tioning thatthe main companyinvolved is the stateownedEgyptianPharmaceutical rad-
ing), the Armed Forcespromiseto deliver 30 million canistersof baby milkd half of
E g y panriua demand to be sold at pharmaciesfor fi n more than 30 E G P[§ The
Voice from Above]. A few observergoint out that this is twice the expenseancurredfor
importing the milk, meaninga net profit of 450 million EGP i f atiny crisis createdin
justoned a ¥coincidentally,this correspond€xactlyto the amount,c. 51 million USD,
thatthe Ministry of Healthclaimsit usesperyearfor supplyinginfant formula) [V Tricked
by the Systenj. But suchnit-picking cannotdeterthe authorities.Soon,fleets of trucks
bearingthe messagdi D o pd&y morethan30 p o u n dppedardn streetsand newspaper
pagesandfi F r alnaci eantsterdabelledii L o livg E g y p with regards,The Armed
F o r chi thadsshelves A pernicketytweepnotes that thesearmy-brandedmilk canisters
beara productiondategoing backa month beforethe outbreakof the shortaggV True vs
Falsd, butfurtherspeculation®n who createdhe emergencyaredrownedby socialmedia
outrageat anotherscandalousspectof the issue.For the Ministry of Health follows the
armyin the attemptto defusethe crisis, softeningits decreeto give accesdo the subsdised
substitutenot only in casesvherethe motheris completelyunableto breastfeedbut also
where she doesnot produceenoughmo t h mitk @fsher own. To preventabuseof the
system,womennow haveto undergoa breastexaminationbefore being handedout the
subsidisedormula. While the bannedMuslim Brotherhoodriesto exploit theissuein their
broadcastérom abroad,claiming that the regimeis forcing womento undergobreastex-
aminationsin publicd a claim strongly denied by the authoritie® other commentators
draw parallelsto thea r mablisrpracticeof carryingouté v i r ¢ ie soh fengalede-
monstratorsAs if to corfirm that a patriarchalmindsetdominatedby a view of woman
primarily asreproductivesexualbodiesthat needto be containedand controlled,still runs
deep,a memberof parliamentpublicly declaresthe sameday the babymilk affair breaks,
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Albrecht Hofheinz

his oppositionto a legislative amendmenharsheninghe punishmentfor performingfe-
malegenitalmutilation.E g y pfit méesaffer from sexualweakn e s heexplains.fi F ¢the
sakeof equality betweenmenand women,womenshouldthereforebe circumcisedto re-
ducetheirsexiald e s i[YMale sFemald

Suchan 6 e x t rfenmukation is no longer a matter of consensusn Egypt (even
thoughit canstill frequentlybe encounterean social media); neitheris the sameparlia-
me n t a call ta imtdducevirginity testsfor girls wantingto enteruniversity. Neverthe
less:sexualharassmenandgendered/iolenceremainrampantand constituteanimportant
frameworkfor how womenaretreatedandhaveto comportthemselvesJusthow important
is indicatedby the way the affair is framedwhenit becomesa buzzissueon socialmedia,
to the extentthatit is pickedup by the Arabic HuffPostunderthe headlinefiMedical Exam-
ination of the Mothersof Egyptonthe Streed Criticism of the political economyof things
is drownedout by moral outrage;andthis moral outrageis lessaboutthe statesubjecting
itsc i t i bodiestshdimiliation,butovertheallegedlypublic breastexaminationsi.e.the
public exposureof wo me rbddies that are supposedto remain hidden from view
[V Mother of the Hero]. Smallwonderthatthe 8haméof breastfeedingn publicis oneof
the mainreasongor why 60% of Egyptianwomenrely oninfantformulain thefirst place.
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Clash

Al-a d all i@’ a 1A J ufertail dwdsthe sloganof a hugebannerin a cartoondrawn

by Andeel. However the Egyptiansrallied underit seemto havedifferentviews of what

fi a Ishodldinclude. Everyonehashis or her own exceptionto therule. i E x cveom-t

e n anld mansays.i Ex cneys t e p dagsdveidedgirl. i Ex cchildmmo | est er s, o
a weepingchild begs.And the exclusiongoeson: fi e x criechppte o p fi @ x ct&xip t

dr i v@enthelefapolicemanin uniformadds i e x ctheferroristsonsofawh or e, 0
while stealinga glanceat a beardedmanwearinga gallabyyah.i Ex cteep tn f i del s, 0
repliesthe latter. The black uniform andthe white gallabiyyah, placednextto oneanoh-

er, attractattentionasif pointingto a clashwithin the clash:while the restof the society

seemdo engagen a chaoticbattle of everyoneagainsteveryone the policemanandthe

Islamist fight against each other. [V Male vs Female Y Affluence vs Destitution;

U Security vsFear; Y Security = Fear (Police State); YV In Islam...]

In the English translationof thec a r t captiodsghe policemanis calleda fi p-
| i ¢ e nvhile thébeardedmanis labelledanfi e x t r dirkixg tr &tra tsgntan u f
only be foughtthroughc u | t repeated@saythe organisersof the 47" edition of the
CairoBook-Fair.” Its sloganthis yearis al-Th a q & f-raul w a j (afihCau lortthe froet-

I i n’embere,culture standsfor the s t a seeudassmand the frontline for the war
againstextremism’ The meaningis constantlyexplainedduring the panel discussions
hostedby the Book-Fair.fi C u | is thekeytod e mo c rstatesl a b Abdal-F a t,t U
authorof essayon Islamismandformerco-directorof al-A h r Gentrefor Political and
StrategicStudies i A ndgémocracyhasto flourish in spite of thepeoplewho are con-
vinced that a religious expertiseprovidesthe key to hold thet r u The audienceap-
plauds.fi C u | is thercenvictionthatthere is no such thing as absoltute u tohfirns

Sad d@ a w fpgofpssorat Cairo University andformer SecretaryGeneralof the Supreme
Councilof Culture i T r is bllwaysrelative. That is why the Muslim Brotherhoodhad
tobed e f e a[t la slamd..; Y Victory vsDefea]

All the Egyptiansrecall the summerof 2013 whenthe Muslim Brotherhoodwas de-
feated,after massivedemonstrationghat led to the removal of presidentMorsi by the
army of generalSisi on July 3. Yet, the recollectiondoesnot awakenin everyonethe
samefeeling. While institutional voicescelebrateit asa victory of democracyand cul-
ture, the membersof the defeatedparty seeit asan unjusttakeover.That summer,they
organiseda huge sit-in protestin Rabaaal-Adawiya ( R Uabal Adawiyya) Square,in
northeastrn Cairo, which was violently dispersedby the police on August 14, with at
least817 peoplekilled. i O this daythreeyearsago,my 21-yearold sisterwasmurdered
in cold blood. | knewthenthat! no longerbelongh e r readsa postby a 28-yearold
man® Blogger and activist Alaa Abdel Fattah( A | UAbd al-F a t)talSo+tecalls 2013,
sayingit wasthe beginningof i goisonouspolarisationbetweena rabidly militarised
pseudesecularstatismand a viciously sectariarparanoidform of | s | a miVSmao .
Police(man)criminal ]

Journalof Arabic and Islamic StudiesA17 (2017): 470-473
© Elena Chitj Dept.of Culture Studies & Oriental LanguageKQS), University of Oslo / Norway
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Themoviel s h t (Eshta@bkk Clash, too, is setin the summerof 2013, within a po-
lice truck where pro-Morsi and anti-Morsi demonstratorsare put togetherafter being
arrestedV Prison]. The cameraneverleavesthe truck, which comesto containa sample
of the Egyptianpopulation:menand womenof different generationssocial classesand
political affiliations, who usuallyopposesachotherin daily life. Mutual understandings
only possiblewithin the narrowspaceof the truck, thanksto theintimacytheyareforced
to. The director, MohamedDiab ( Mu ¥ a nDriayd(shysClashis a call for mutual
understandingbeyondthe internal divide of the Egyptian society: fi lwant peopleto
watchmy movie without askingwhatsidel belongt o° Héclaimsto be neitherwith the
Muslim Brotherhoodnor with the army, but with the peoplewho standagainstpolarisa-
tion. He explainshow difficult it wasto take this standin Egypt: he could hardly find
Egyptian investors, afraid of a political subject, and had to turn to Europeanco-
producers.

Europe warmly welcomesClash the only Egyptian film screenedat Festival de
CannesThere,on the red carpet,EgyptianMuslim preachemand TV starMoez Masoud
(Muizz Masl dppseswith the cast,revealingthrougha tweethis financial participation
in the production.His followers thank him, talking abouta Muslim commitmentfor the
sakeof Egypt.fi T hig theright path(il-t a rilis @ h fadady writes, echoingthetitle of
a successfulTV showin which Masoudteacheshow to deal with life in the Islamic
way"’ [VIn Islam...; Y Self-Help]. On the other sideEgyptianinstitutional voicesmari-
festtheir indignation.The TV showA n Bla s(r iamE gy p t bra tatéownedNile
TV channel,depictsDiab asfollows: i Mo h a Biabds a young man who graduated
from a faculty of commerceandworkedfor foreignbanksand,in this period,he preseit
ed himselfasa political activist( € )In.2005,he suddenlyswitchedto cinemastudiesat
New York Academyo andin 2010, with his movie on sexualharassmentje startedfi -
ing a distortedpicture (s 0 mashawwahp ®f Egypt.’ The extent of his contacts with

foreign institutions is emphasized to make him look like a suspicious individual who

favours antiEgyptian interest$Y The SuspectForeigner].

In Egypt, manycinemagefuseto screernthe movie anda Faceboolkcampaigd Id am
h aqgnmdkt s H sfh t (i fbRAkpypuoright to watch Clashd)d is launchedin re-
sponse MohamedDiab publisheson his Facebookpagethe photoof a letter of solidaii-
ty, signedby Hollywood starTom Hanks:fi F eAmericansseeEgyptasbeinganything
morethanterroristsand pyramids.Your film CLASH will go greatlengthsto enlighten
many. &nd he addsin Arabic: A D a ndragg) heroof JamesB 0 n dnéwes also sent

me a similar letter, which meansthe oppositeof staining the reputationof Egy pt 0

[V Social Medig. Whenthe movieis finally screenedthe Egyptianaudiencediscoverst
containsan initial warning that closelyrecallsinstitutional propagandafi A f theJune
30" revolution, the Muslim Brotherhoocbrovokedbloody clashego preventthe peaceful
transitionof p o w ¢UrTlde Voice from Above]. Theresponsibilityfor violenceis shifted
ontothe Muslim Brotherhoodwhile the othersideis associateavith peace.

An articletitted i M O Uarifu-hu TomH a n KWhéat Tom Hanksignores)states that
the positive depictionof the policemen,throughoutthe movie, is a deliberatedistortion
of reality. It canbe mistakenfor real by Hollywood, not by an Egyptianeyethat sawthe
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police in action.” Another article provocatively asks fi Ma man nashtabiki d h an ? o

(With whomdo we clashthen? It alsocriticizesthe positiverepresentationf the police,
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exemplified by the officer kindly advisinga lady not to join the demonstrationsfi Do e s
sucha police officer not existin reality? Of coursehe does,but whenyou releasea work

in which everythingbecomesa symbol, the presenceof a similar model naturally turns
into a propagandistiattemptof cleaningup the image of the whole category.Beforea
cancerousody, do not askme to notice the whitenessof thet e e 't Fol thie authorof

the article thereis no suchthing asa call to overcomepolarisationin the movie, only the
recommendatiomo stop protestingand choosethe stability grantedby the police: A Wh a t
doesdistinguishthe narrative of this movie from the narrativeof thepr opaghenda ? 0
endsup asking.And the clashover Clashgoeson, revealingnot only the divide between
supportersof the Muslim Brotherhoodand supportersof the state,but also betweenthe
latter and the peoplewho, consideringit a police state,would not chant(anymore)the
sloganfiThe police andthe peoplehandin h a n {# Thi Police(man) criminal ; Y True

vsFalse U Security = Fear (Police State), YiTheSy s t esiiibeP e o gl e 0

Related Entries

Arrays:In Islant The Police(man) criminal; Prison; Setfelp; Social Media; The Suspect
Foreigner; The Voice from AbovBZ odes:Affluence vs Destitution; Malevs Female;
SecurityvsFe ar ; A T hvel t Shyes t Peenoops Fads@; VictorywsiDefeatDZ odes
collapsedSecurity = Fear (Police State)
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Faraj, SOt ysamo it slihiwlza2edis July 31, 2016:<http://www.za2ed18.
comip B-p BHT3-Bhe 8l g IFMoK >3 T X ©
fi oMasterribly wr o @& griderslook backat the Arab springfive yearso n Th&Guardian January

23, 2016: <https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/jan/23/asphingfive-yearsonwriters:
look-backs.

il shtf praikfiod tma HrdK DB 6 a n naéAsH r.,®ay 13, 2016:<http://gate ahram.
org.eg/News/978271.aspx

MasoudMoez[Mu izz MasT d https://twitter.com/moezmasoud/status/7309102814429%1649

MidJdat , A+ ma drifu-h @ MUT o mU Hvpsatasabiad July 30, 2016: <http://
www.masralarabia. col/b F/307-GOF¢ ¢ A B30705F -B-ii T-a FEthIxerka AYF T3 | F

Sotinel, Thomas.fi Clha aprésle bus 678, le fourgonde p o | i Le dMonde May 12, 2016:
<http://www.lemonde.fr/festivatle-cannes/article/2016/05/12/claapresle-bus678-le-fourgon
depolice_4917875766360.htmb.

fiTaj chumaat-dk h wOn 45 & a \MAskfhi bodadah Rebruary 14, 2016: 6.
al-Th a q & T-tau w a j. RobndTablediscussionCairo Book-Fair, Main Hall, Januan?29,2016.
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fi T oHanksandDaniel Craig ExpressTheir Love for EgyptianMovie 6 E s h t eSboagEpire
July 26, 2016:<http://scoopempire.com/eshtebim-hanksdanietcraigs.

fi AYy awmién  idrGegtQUh i ikailt BIES.ha MNawg January27, 2016: <http://www.
shorouknews.com/news/view.aspx?cdate=27012016&id=fe4428B845faafaa
745f748240b%.
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Conversions

On August4, Mu ¥4 a mrha @ @rzEgyptianin his early thirties, appearsn a video up-
loadedto YouTube [V Social media] looking pale but composed.In a well-rehearsed
statementhe publicly blessesthe ProphetMu ¥ a mrmasfidt foemostamongAl | ah 6 s
c r e a fndalso épellsout the s h a h & lalamic proclamationof faith. With this,

4 i gdJuntd then Egypts 6 b ersown convertfrom | s | whodad become Christian

and taken the name Bi&9 revertsto Islam The video ends a ningearlong struggle

with courts and other authorities to be legally recognized as a Chri®iack (n 2007, he

had filed a lawsuit to try to changehis religious identity as shownon his ID card from
fiMusl| i mod t alnth€vdeoj-sitgiBanmdgidesto his family and sayshe will
neveragainspeakio the media:

I wantnothingfrom this video. | haveno desires] will not appearagainin the me-
dia. | will not appearagainpublicly. [ € ] saythis out of my completefree will. |
amunderno pressuregrom anyone.l am not beingheld by any agency,noram|
underanypressir e of any ki[hFdeedorAvs@bnstrangt 6 s i t .

Religious conversionis a multi-facetedphenomenorwith personal,cultural, social, and
religiousimplications.Mu v a mma d Ustopydighlights someof the more quotidian

aspectsof conversionsnamely how the Egyptian stateinsertsitself into religious life.

Changingo n erdigion in official identity papersis not so straightforwardn practiceand

in law. While the staterecognizesconversionto Islam from anotherreligion, conversion

from Islam to another religion is not officially recognized. While his public reversion to

Islam in August isnot coveredextensivelyin Egyptian newspapers, echaasthe contro-

versysparkedby his actof requestingegal recognitionfor conversionto Christianity con-

tinuetor ever ber at e. I n 2008, a court had di smissed h
Muslim, could not have his cegarsion recognized because thios ul d amouat t o fAapost
s y 0 r ()i addahdreforecontradictpublic order and moraldn a program aired during
RamadaﬁshaykhalAzharA% mad aglyi b el aborates, defining the b
that apostates should not be punished by death. As noted by the hegdlofhah rd-s Co

mittee in an interview tal-S a b @ April 12:

Godacknowledgeshe freedomof humango choosea religion or belief without co-
ercion( é )Apostasy(ridda), however,is a majorsin (min al-k a lrjasit signals
diskelief in God and his Holy Book.

This definition of Islam hasthe effect of authorizinginterventionin the domainof belief
[V Private vs Public; YIn Islam...]. Due to social stigmaand legal obstaclesassociated
with conversionfrom Islamto otherreligions,the numberof individualswho seekofficial
recognitionof suchconversionss very small. Some,suchasMu + a mrta dj, (e in
fear for their lives. Possibilitiesof tricking the systemhroughforgery of ID documents
exposepeopleto therisk of prosecutiorfV StatevsPeople Y Tricking the systeni.
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But how to converto Islam?In principle, it suffices to pronounce ttghatada. In prac-
tice, however,things arenot so straightforward.An investigativearticle titled fiwant to
convert?Meetmel a t offersanaccouniof this process. The femalejournalistbeginsher
adventureinto the labyrinth of Egyptian bureaucracyby recountinghow she entersthe
premisesf al-Azhar. Mashyakhat al-Azharis housedn a bulky concretebuilding located
nextto a busyintersection.nside the building, shereachesan office on the groundfloor
carryingthesignfi An no un oféskerafartE gy p t (I B&nad-18lam li’ [-Misriyyin).
Theresheencounterdive employeesfour menandonewoman all in their earlytwenties,
with a mandateto overseethe registrationof convertsto Islam. In this connectionthey
seekto ascertainwhetherpotential convertsindeedbelievein God and his Prophetand
freely consento convert.Accordingto the youngemployeesthe following documentsare
requiredin supportofc h a n g i maigion:n e 6 s

1. A certificateof approval granted by thidlufti of Egyptto ensure hisacceptancef
her entranceinto Islam that sheis not underage andthe presenceof two Muslim
withesses

2. A written approvalfrom the Ministry of Interior

Pagd 475

When the author says that she has difficulties procuring the necessary documentd-{especia

ly the validation from the Ministry of Interior), she is advised to pay a visit-tvalh ar 6 s

Fatwa committee which is situated to the right of the entrance to Ambsgue. On the
wall is a signsayingthat pronouncementf fatwasis not conditionedby paymentof a fee.
In a Kafkaesquewist, anemployeeat al-A z h aFat@aCouwncil gives her the address af
smallmosquein the semirural areaof Shubf) -Khhymafor the sake ofpeeihg up con-
versionproceduresAt the mosquesheis welcomed by &dusbandandwife who volunteer
to teachprospectiveconvertsabout therituals and obligationsof Islam The wife assures
her that theyreceiveno profit for doing this. The author of the article subsequentigits
the coupleat their homewheresheis initiated into the Islamic way of life, theharactes-
tics of the Prophetandthe angels alongwith the ritual of prayer.The initiation ceremony
takesplaceinside a small living room decoratedwith Quranicversesandis accompanied
by low Quranicmusicplaying on theradio. In the bestsellingnovel F 1g a lubtha ibriyya
(difficult to render, but t dynthe dunisianauther
Kh 1 4 @ mdAd episodeof conversionis usedto make the readerexperiencethe true
spirit of Islam. Situatedagainstthe backdropof multi-confessionalSouthLebanon the
bookoffersa glanceat relationsbetweenChristians Jews,andMuslims duringmomentsof
personalandpolitical upheavall n 1 9 9 4 nAevbesidantiiseaeli resistance, gets
injured during a military mi s slemmon. bladhai

nT

nd

he

t

Lebanese Jew, accommodates him and his companion and treats their wolinda.& a n d
Nad”™ fal/l in Il ove and subsequently Admad

the objection of Nad”6s mother who is
Nadaattemptgo convertA ¥ mdodludaismputinsteaddevelopsaninterestin Islam after
A - maardyuesfor the rationality of his religion. K h T # a ma ook depictsdifferent
stagedn the conversionprocessTheseinclude openingoneselfto new options;meetinga
personwho embodieghereligiousvision (A 1 my fthding ahome(in Islam,depictedasa
homefor the homelesslikenedto warmtea);and committingoneselfto anIslamic way of
life, embodiedin Nada slonningof the hijab [VIn Islam..]. The processis compelling
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and transformative but hardly smoothand seamlessNadais disownedby her orthodox
Jewishmotherdue to hemwearingthe headscarfSufferingon accountof her conversionto
Islam, Nadais portrayedasa fimartyr of true belieb. While the novel on the surfacseeks
to advancea vision of religioustolerancejt is markedby powerhierardy. In line with the
apologeticstanceadoptedby muchliteratureon the Islamic way to selfhelp [V In Islam,

Page 47¢ U Self-help], the novelis consistenin portrayinglslam assuperiorcompared tatherreli-
gions, embodiedin the adoptionof Islamicidentity and modeof dressby a young Jewish
woman[Y Superiority vsInferiority ].

Kh 1 ¥ a md# igealized portrayal of Islamic tolerancestandsin contrastto the ac-
countsof inter-religiousconflict foundin newspapersTheinvestigativegjournalistfrom al-
S a b shédgurtherlight on the dynamicsof conversionwhen, on aotherday, shevisits a
Coptic churchin Shubt) al-Khayma. She tells the security guard that she is a Muslim
womanwho wishesto changeherreligion to Christianity After the sermonsheis granted
a meetingwith the priestaftertalking with the securityguard.Patiently,the priesttells her
that

Only God careswhatstirsin p e o pHea&té.¥sou do not haveto be a Christianon
paperto be oneof us.Our churchis opento you in casewish to comehereandwor-
ship.Butl ¢ a rdpyou with morethanthat.[V Dual Identities / Masking]

The investigativejournalist also tries her luck witlihe headof the Jewishcommunity.
After broachingthe subjectof her prospectiveconversionfrom Islamto Judaismthe jour-
nalistis metwith the following reply: iYou are going to bring about a disaster on mé (
ha-tw a dndfi da §a) ! wiereuponthe phoneis closed The brusqueresponsehasto be
seenagainstthe backgroundof the precariousstatusof the Jewishcommunityin Egypt.
Sincethe establishmenof the stateof Israelin 1948, manyEgyptianJewswereexpelledor
compelledin other waysto leave the country. Once a thriving community, the Jewsin
Egypthavebeenreducedo six elderlywomen,reportsEgyptindependenin July.’

While historically, conversions to Islam were welcomed, there are indications that they
nowadaysare increasingly deemed a threat to national securityheg tend to be
associated with sectarian tension aodflict [V Security vs Fear]. OnJanuary29,Nu j 0 m
misriyya repors thatthe” u mprson administrationhad to separateéMuslim Brotherhood
supportersafter they forced three Christian prisonersto convert’ The storiesthat attract
most mediaattention however revolve aroundfemaleconvertsto Islam.OnMay 7,1 | a f
(Elaph) newspapeusesthetermi s e ¢ tce ri i@mato diyya) to describea seriesof
incidentsin which Coptic girls in UpperEgypthaveallegedlyconvertedto Islam.In June,
an eighteenyearold Coptic girl disappear$rom a village in UpperEgypt after reportedly
convertingto Islam. In anothewillage a rumourspreadghata Christianwomanhaseloped
with a young man namedfisland.” Demonstrationerupt outsidethe local police station
wheremalememberof thelocal Copticcommunitydemandhatthe girl bereturnedto her
family. Onthe otherside the local Muslim populationaccuseshe police of colluding with
the Coptic Churchto preventsuchconversionsSubsequentigomemenarearrestedvhile
othersare dispersedln responsdo theseemotionaldemonstrationsthe headof the local
securitydirectorateissuesa statementhatthe womanin questionis not heldin police cus-
tody, butis on atrain to Cairoto announcéher conversiorto Islamat atAzhar. The eight-
eenyearold girl appeardn a videoclip on YouTube [V Social media].” The video shows

Jalg A17 (2017: 47447¢



ARRAYSDZConversions

her wearinga black hijab andgiving a furtive smile while announcingher beliefin Islam.

Her declarationis lessrehearsedhanthatof Mu 4 a mma d) Unzttge packgroundthe

voice of amancanbe heardrecitingthe shalada, which sherepeatsafter him. Shroudedn
mystery,this episode as othes like it, gives ample roorfor speculationdid thewoman in
questionconvertwillingly or was shen fact kidnappedandforcedto adoptlslant? [V True

vs Falsd The factthatwomen dcenversiorelicits suchanxietycan probably be explained Pagd 477
by commonassumptiongboutw o me relatienswith menwho areneithertheir husbands

nor belongto their families and religious communities particularlyin the governorate®f
UpperEgypt. Expressingear andanxietyoverthis andothersimilar incidents someCopts

try to createan associatioraimedat handlingwhat they view asthe growing phenomenon

of forceddisappearanceandkidnappingbut theyfail to obtainthe official permitrequired

[V Disappearancs]. Returning to the article ial-S a b arhapproval from the Ministry of
Interior validating the conversion and change of name in ID card is noteworthy among the
documents required for conversion to Islam. This signals that a closer monitoring of the
boundaries between religious identities ltame to be viewedsnecessar stepto prevent
further sectarian tension and agonism, as refleateal statement by the head off/az h ar 6 s
FatwaCommittee:

According to God, the believer is free to believe and the disbeliever to disbelieve.
However, in cases where conversion leadfitha on account of social disapproval,

the issue is referred to national security agencies and the judiciary for the sake of
protecting the individual and nation

Conversions may put society at riskfaha, fi temptadidn, sedition, civil strif® the
word reminds of the big schism early Islamic history that led to the Su8tia split and
has become almost synonymous with civil war ever simckght of this and other barriers
facing converts attempting to change religious membership religion cadds,the author
of the articlewonderswhether the principle dfeedomof religionthat is found irthe 2014
constitutionis notjustfii n k oorh iplalgpwearag, as the popular Egyptian proverb
says P Idea vs Practicg.

Related Entries

Arrays: DisappearanceDual Identities/ Masking; In Islam..; Self-help, Social medig
Tricking the systemDZ odes:ldeavs Practice;Privatevs Public; Securityvs Fear;Statevs
People SuperiorityvsInferiority; TruevsFalse
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Crowdfunding

Meet RabihaandHiba, two womenartisansworking with Aatik who togetherwove
this carpet.They, alongwith six otherwomen,wantto keepworking togetheéd and
theyneedyour helpin orderto becomea self-sustainableooperativeThus,for eve-
ryoneabroadwho h a s doidatedyet, pleasevisit the page:<link>. For everyonen
Tunisiawho cannotcontributeonline, pleaseaskyour family and friendsabroadto
contributeto Aatikd srowdfundingcampaignor contactAatikd seamand we will

help you make a donation.Hurry, beautiful people,there are only 2 daysleft to
#weavearevolutioh

Emmaand Sophie,foundersof the Tunisianstartup companyAatik, sharethis poston
Facebookin mid-December2016 [V Social Media]. Their objectiveis to keepalive the
weavingtradition of the village of al- A r T, a few hoursfrom Tunis, by establishinga
workshopmanagedexclusivelyby women.For this, they ask peopleliving abroadandin
Tunisia, to donatea small sumof money.The postincludesa picture of RabihaandHiba
proudly holding a blue-colouredcarpetand showingtheir thumbsup, in a sign of confi-
dence And in fact, only oneweeklater,they announcen another~acebookpost:i Welid
it! We obtained111% of the planned budget (345Q@r&s). We arereadyfor a new year
endowedwith weaving,creativityandwomenp o we r . 0

The campaign launched by theomenbehindAatik is not an isolated case. g\gnifi-
cantnumberof artisans,musicianswriters, social workersand youngentrepreneurfrom
EgyptandTunisiaresortto crowdfundingto realizetheir professionablreamgV Young vs
Settled. They havegreatambitionsand creativeideas the main obstaclethey faceis ac-
cessto funding, particularlywhenfirms areat an early stage Bankssimply do not wantto
taketherisk. Administrativestepsfor review andapprovaltakea lot of time andareoften
discouragingCrowdfundingwebsitesjnstead areeasyto accesgV Tricking the systend.
Theyallow anyoneto createa pagewhere they describéhe ideaof a project,give anest-
matedbudgetand schedulefor its realization,and ask friends, family, like-mindedpeople
and other potentidhvestorsto contributeby donatinga small amountof moneywithin a
fixed deadline.Not only internationalcrowdfundingwebsites, like Kickgarter or Indie-
goga which world-renownedartists like theTunisiansinger Emel Mathlouthy (i m Udl-
Ma t h) [V Geleljities] resortto, are used; but increasingly algwabic crowdfunding
websitesappeay andthey aim at financinglocal projects,like zoomal(D h 0 MaT h e
wh o has ,GoBundyor AffikWity, whoseoffices arein Tunis, or Yomken(Yumkin
fi listp o s s)i amdSkeé&ra(from S h a fikia RShare an idea )basedn Egypt.

Different websiteshave different policies. But usually, if the projectis successfully
funded,the websitekeepsa small percentagef the total moneydonated(5% for zooma)
or 10% for Yomkenfor example).If the plannedamountis not reachedwithin the given

time, the websitemay adopttwo fundingoptions:ii adrih o t h (like zpoema), or fi k eite p

a | In.the former, pledgedmoneyis only collectedif the fundraisinggoal is met, othe-
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wise the moneyis returnedto the backerslin the latter, the fundsare collectedwhetherthe
projectgoalis metor not.

In exchangefor their support,backerscanbe rewardedin severalways,dependingon
the sumof moneyallocated.For example,the oneswho i s u p @Roontof artin Ca-
r @ @ musicvenuethatrisksbeingshutdowndueto thefinancialcrisisin Egypt[Y Dollar
Crisis]o will obtainhonorarymembershimccesdo thevenue discountson concerttickets
and beveragesand a photo on stagewith a music band performingthere. The oneswho
supportthe establishmenbf a canteenfor a primary school located on the Island of
Qarma (Kerkennal in Tunisiawill geta boattour of theisland,a mealservedin the can-
teenwith the schoolpupils, andtheir nameand picture recordedn the schoolannals.But
morein general,donorsarerewardedwith the feeling that they candetermine which po-
ject will be realized, and thuwakea difference[V Freedom vs Constraint, Y Individual
vs Collective]. EmelMathlouthyuses these words to als&r supportergo helpherproduce
hernewalbum:

If you believethata womancanbe anindependentreativeanda free artist, please
help. If you believethatlabelsa r ethe®rly oneswho shoulddecidewhathasar-
tistic value,andwhatyou listento, pleasecomealongon this journey...Music is in
darger of being silenced.

While the campaigntakesplaceonline, the projectsadvertisedon thesewebsitesare often
conceivedand launchedin the new cafés[VY New @fég or in trendy co-working spaces
situatedin CairoandTunis. For example Aatik wasenvisionedat Co-gite, a sharedwork-
ing environmentwhich consistsof a deluxevilla equipped with a swimming poahdgar-
den locatedin the poshareaof Le Lacin Tunis[Y Gated communities/Compound$. The
placeis managedy a Tunisianbusinessmamwho wantsto offer young Tunisianentrepe-
neursthe possibility of brainstormingaswell astaking a napor watchinga movie toget-
er,onthe modelof Americanstartup companiesln Cairo,someof theseco-working spac-
es consistof big flats whereyoung entrepreneursnay work shoulderto shoulderwith a
translatoror agraphicdesigner.

Thanksto crowdfunding,a numberof projectsin Egyptand Tunisiaactually do getif
nanced amongthema dystopicplay entitledFirst Draft, setbetweena staticpresentanda
future markedby an environmentakatastrophgY Hope = Despair / Hell (Dystopia)]; a
two-week summercamp gatheringmore than sixty youngsterdrom Arab countrieson a
journeyof learningandself-expressiornV Self-help]; the productionof hundredvideoson
marriage,pregnancychildbirth, parenting,healthand more in both English and Arabic,
accessibldor free on the Internet[V Baby milk]; the establishmenof a Tunisiancompany
namedAudiolabythat producesfree and paid audiobooks podcastsand audio storiesfor
children a projectfor print on demandallowing emergingauthorsto decidethe number
andformat of the bookstheywantto publishwithout havingto dealwith commercialpub-
lishing companiesa movie on high-speedcar accidentsin Egypt; the restorationof the
R a s hHngtdugefor TunisianMusic (originally establishedn Tunisin 1924),with theaim
of devotingpartof the building to a co-working spaceandturningits physicallibrary into a
digital openaccessarchive.Among the projectsthat do not makeit: the creationof a 3D
TunisianTV comedy,andane-commercesite for Egyptiantextiles.
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Crowdfundingis widespreadbut it facesseveralchallengesthe biggestbeingthat e-
commercds not fully establishedn the Arab world. Many Tunisianand Egyptiancitizens
do nothaveaccesdo acreditcardin theirhomecountry,sofundraiserseedto rely mainly
on their fellow countrymenliving abroad[Y Migration ]. Inside the country,however,one
canalsousemoneytransferagencieslike WesternUnion, or organizegroupmeetups.The
women ofAatik, for instance, hold a number of roundtable discussions in December at Pagd 481
Cogitoo where they illustrate their propect and invi
ject. The Roonin Cairo publiskes a video on their Facebook page to invite people to visit
their venue and register as members to the association.

Related Entries

Arrays:Celebrities Dollar crisis Music, New Cafés SocialMedia Tricking the SystenDz
Codes:Individual(ity) vs Community/Collectiv(e/ity);Youngvs Settled itTheSy s t v\s mo
fit B e o pOZedascollapsedNormality = Heroism(Surviving), Hope= Despair/ Hell
(Dystopia)
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Dérja

In 2016, Tunisian TV stations for the first time in their history begin to dub Turkish soap
operasn Tunisian (i.e., the Arabic variety spoken in Tunisigntil then, in Tunisia
Turkish films used to be broadcast with translations in Lebanese or Syrian Afakic.

first dubbing attempt is made in th&/ seriesQl bBRomm& M The Pomegranate

S e e d a m¢glodramatic story about an unmarried loaslass surrogate mother who
falls in love with the main hero, the father of the child she is hired to carry to term
[V Affluence vs Destitution], with typical soapopera ingredients, like jealousy, rivalry
among womenandvengeance.
The choice of Tunisiars initially perceived negativelpy some in the audience, but
appreciated thereaftefhe series is broadcast on the private television chadestma
TV. Like other television and radio channelgssmarV relies on the use of the Tunisian
language, even in its news broadcast.
Severalsocial events marthe spread of Tunisian in the public sphere through diffe
ent mediaAzyz Amami, a cyberactivist in his early thirtiesho had participated in se
eral demonstrations before the Revolutionyw commits to support the diffusion ofu¥
nisian by translating philosophical and literanfassics(Gramsci, Barthes, Plato, etc.)
into Tunisian[V U mmi Y. WMiting in Tunisian on social networks is also thriving
[V Social medid. In addition, the newspap®tedina starts to publish in Tunisian to
bette represent the medina of Tumnidere its head office is locate@he association
DERJA obtains an authorisation to start its activities and promotes recognition of- Tunis
an as official language through a process of standardisation and normalisation.
Annavgamusi ¢ band who define themsel wes as
| eases a song zah lyyaeld lyridsZcartespaont to a fpoerf written in
Tunisian by Abd atR a + ek U f ajcommunist poet who died in the early 1930s.
Theword he createdz a b O b ¢omes drom the termzzebh an 6indecent,
word that literally means fdApeniso and can
kinds of authoritarianism in Tunisian socidtyn politics, academia,and religion
[V Satire; Y Culture vsPolitics|.
Due to lack of official recognition and absence from school curriculag tha is of-
ten placed in a marginal or at least ambivalent position.

Related Entries

Arrays: 0 mmi y vy a; S o c i aDzZzCornes Afffluance vsPastitutioneCulture vs
Politics.
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Dual identities / Masking

Traditional roles and identitiesare being challengedn 2016, or threatenedAccordingly,
much of the y e a culbugal productionfeaturesprotagonistswho (haveto) play several
rolesatonetime, or live doublelives, and/oraretorn betweerconflicting identities.

This maybe dueto pure economicnecessitywhich forcesthe poorinto taking multiple
jobs [V Dollar crisisl/azmal. Many documentarigsas well as fictional representations
focus particularly on womenwho are strugglingto earna living for themselvesand their
families. In doing so, they take over mary traditionally male responsibilitiesV Male vs
Femald. In the Tunisian documentaryLes commercantesand the Egyptian movie
N a w w asucawomenarethe wives of husbandsvho cannotfind a job or earntoo little
for the family to survive;in the EgyptiandocumentaryAbadanlam nakuna t f &fiWa
Have NeverB e e n )Kthedvendanportrayed(N U d )} hasseparatedrom her former
husbandecausde hadalwaysbeaterherandspentall his moneyondrugs N a w va@nd
N U daibgth live in slum quarters[V a s h iwyJ}; WHile the Tunisianwomenare lower
middle classfrom the South[Y Center vs Periphery]. All of themdo their utmostto fulfil
their doublerolesasmothersandhousewivesn the onehandandasworking women,and
sometimegamily heads on the otherWhile N a w vai$ solucky to havefoundajob asa
housemaidwith a rich family in one of New Ca i rgatédscommunities[V Gated
communities Y Affluence vs Destitution], N U daitojls asa knife and scissorsgrinder,a
professionshelearnedfrom herfather But shedoesnot earnenoughto spareher children
the duty of assistingher by taking oddjobsto makeendsmeet,a fact that forcesalsothe
childreninto doublelives: they cannotbe just children, but also haveto contributeto the
f a mi ihcgndedy working as drummes in weddingband, casualworkers at building
places,or parkingattendarg ( s a asNsQ d i gldestson, K h a | kilchen handsin ko-
s h aestaurargor tuk-tuk drivers (asherotherson,N 1) {U Tuk-tuk], or by having to marry
at the early ageof fifteen (asher daughter) However,althoughtheir jobs give N U daiand
N a w valales and positionsthat resembletraditionally 6 ma rokedand positions, the

women are neither particularly fond, nor proud, of their 6 e ma n ¢ © foa themo n

working outsidethe houseis simply an economicimperative.In contrast,the Tunisian

tradeswomerwe meetin Les commergcanteseemto experiencetheir 6 s e cl oi nvamts 6

only asdictatedby necessityput alsoasan opportunityandan enrichmentThe succes®f
their enterprised aresultof their inventivenessindcreativity[Vi b t ]d kadgiventhem
courageandselfconfidenceanda morepositive outlook on life, mirrorednot only in their
colourful dressedut alsoin the merryatmospher®n thelittle vanthattakesthemto their
working place.To havetwo jobs andleadtwo lives demandsa lot of energy,yes;butit is
alsorewarding:you developqualitiesand aspectf your self that otherwisewould have
remainechidden,andyou gainthe freedomto actuallylive this self.

In this, the lower middle classcommercantefom the Tunisiansoutharenot muchdif-
ferentfrom thes h a ppartrayedin al-H u & (fiThe Pitd), who aretheatreenthusiastand
dreamof beingable,oneday, to createa play of their own However,beforethis may be-
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comepossiblé if at alld they haveto masterthe challengesof everyday life in a poor
Tunisianvillage andto meetthe expectationsheir families placedin them.Yet, whatthey
cando alreadynow s to try to combine atleastpartly, busineswith self-fulfilment: dres-
ing asclownsor jugglersand performingentertainingsketcheson the street,or actingas
Kitty dancersonc h i | dirtleday$,a giving puppetplays,they canearnsomemoney
andatthesametime é b e ctohme ms ééconesstors.

Interestinglyenoughit is alsoonly in disguise behindthe maskof suchcostumesthat
they dareto expresgshemselvedreely and comprehensivelyfi i pantomime we play [ul-
timately] what we are,our own experiencesour lives, ours u f f eThe rmagkof @ fic-
tional identity providesalsootherswith the preciousprotectionthey obviouslyneedto dare

to 6 bteh e ms eThewexistedtialcrisis experiencedy K h U Ithe protagonistof Ak h i r

a 'y y a-ma dai(fiThe Last Daysof the Cityo), is without doubtto a large extentthe au-
t h oT U wal-8ad d, 6ven crisis, a crisis thatalsoparalyzeshis creativity; but insteadof

assessing with the help of anautobiographicatiocumentaryal-Sad dreatesi K h Ulari d o ,

Pagd 485

alter egq an 6 a v a Fealing@lienatedand homelessjike it r a mu g &,s hagsor i d1 n

calledin S a wlts h a(fiThe Voice of the Stregt/ C 1 o ¢ lahdN i h asgiaak(fiHap-
pily Ever Afterd)d , not knowingin which directionyou shouldgo [V Stuck], makesyou
feel weakandvulnerable;in contrastthe maskof fiction empowersandprotectsyou, pro-
videsimmunity: the alter egois you, but it is alsonot you, it is somebodyelse. The whole
genreof dystopianfiction that continuesto flourish in 2016 a prominentrepresentative,
MudJamRad @t a (iMedcury), evengetsshortlistedfor the InternationalPrize of
Arabic Fictiond profits from this function of fiction: behindthe maskof animaginedfu-
ture, the presentsituationcan be powerfully criticized [V Dystopia] while the authorscan-
not be accusedf attackingthe regimeor portrayingthe currentstateof affairs directly or

too shamelesslyln manysatirical YouTubechannelstoo, the YouTubersputonadé ma s k 6

whenthey chooseto appearasseriousnewspresentersscientific consultantspr talk show
masterspr whenthey let cartooncharactersor muppetsplay 6 t y p rolesdrbndthe po-
licemanto the jealousfiancée,from the poor witty s h atb the Presidenhimself;in A |
Mi zawa-l b r a(fAli, ihe Goat,and Ibrahimd), a key role is playedevenby a goat It

seemsto make good sensethat the English word maskand the Arabic wordfor 6 s a t i

sukhriyyah perhapsare etymologicallyrelated. However,to take on anotheridentity also
allows you to imagine,if only for a shorttime, a happierreality: In Ha rj rasf & y (filryn
Hot Summers), theold gentlemarS h a wsqff@ringfrom incurablecancercanposefor a
few momentsin the role of the bridegroomof young pretty Du U, vibrant with life; we
know thatthis is only ephemerd S h a w agedvil soonbe replacedthanks toAdobe
Photeshop, by that of the true bridegroom,who justc o u | rdakedt in time to the photo
sessiorbecausef heavytraffic [Vz a Omyat, the picturesof DuU andS h a wakénpn
this occasionjmaginethe gapsof a fragmentedsocietyasbridgeableall differencesgven
that of life and death,asreconcilablé a short momentof humanityand happinessn an
elseall too hectic, inhumanepresent,full of constraintsthat force too many roles upon
everybodyand makeit almostimpossibleto changeo n elife sindidentity [V Freedom vs
Constraint]. Anotherfantasticvision comeswith the shortmovie Qi n al-b b i Kindil
(AThe Jellyfishd) in which a youngwoman,after being harassedndkilled by a group of
men, metamorphoseBto a terrible medusawho takesrevengeon a societythat madeit
possiblefor sucha crime to be committedagainsther. Although an Algerian production,it
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makesuseof a techniquethatis very similar to formsof 6 ma s kdestripédabove,that
also Egyptiansand Tunisiansoften haverecourseto, andit also appliesit to a similarly
sensitivetopic that continuesto be a hot issuein Egyptaswell asTunisia[V Male vs Fe-
male].

Not future visions but representationsf a deplorablepresentreality are the hidden

Page 48¢ identities and/or double lives that we meetin a number of productionsdealing with

marginalized,oppressedpr threatenedsocial groups, mostly minorities. Christiansand
LGBT arethe mostobviouscasesn point.In | s h t (fiCkastdy, a nursehurriesto cover
the crosstatoothat identifiesthe manshetreatsasa Cop® the atmospherén the packed
police van into which they have been forced together with many others and which
symbolizessocietyin a nutshell,is loadedwith tensionto sucha degreethat shefearsthat
the situationmight explode,andthe C o p tiféék® in danger,f the religiousfanaticswith
whom they haveto sharethis tight spacewould learn of theifellow ¢ i t i @hestiah s
identity [V Clash]. In Ma w| /@& Masted / AThe Preachead), the unorthodox,free-
mindedimam+ Ut is approachedy a rich andinfluential contractorwho is closeto the
inner circle aroundthe Presidenthisw i f lerdiherv u s ahgsnonvertedto Christianity,
anincidentthatis classifiedastopfi mi | $ ¢ @ rSgandais imminent,anda stateaffair
may eruptif it should becomeknown that4 u s angtonly is an apostatebut also has
withdrawnconsiderablemountsofd publicd moneyanddonatedit to the Coptic Church;
4 u s a yondessionand adoption of the Christian namefi B u~ randghais his new
identity, haveto be concealedrom the public [V Conversiong.

Thefactthatgayandlesbianpeoplestill haveto conceatheir sexualorientationandare
unableto live their true identitiesin the openbut haveto resortto a parallel,secrethidden
secondife astheonly wayto 6 bteh e ms dslshowrsaddin mostcasesalsoimplicitly
criticized, in not a few productions,both documentaryand fictional. In the documentary
TravestiesTunisiantransvestitefrom Galestravelto Sousseandit is only there,masked
not only in their crossdressedut alsoprotectedoy the 6 ma sflarfonymityasforeigners,
thatthey canreally beginto live. No wonderthat after longer periodsof suppressiontheir
true identity virtually explodes:their dancingin a club takeson almost ecstatictraits
[V Dancing / Music]. Yet, comparedto little N T whom we meetin Abadanlam nakun
at f athewnstll appearalmostprivileged. Growing up in a slum as the secondson of
singlemotherN U dai(wshom metabove),N T mevergetsthe chanceto be just a kid; from
an early age, he hasto earnmoneyto contributeto thef a mi ihcgniesand he endsup
doing this as a child prostitute. In this way he becomesa homosexuahimsel® which
makeslife evenmore difficult for him, giventhe persistencef s 0 ¢ i @scriynihaionof
homosexualityas @Gabnormab (s h a d.hrdelpsychologicalpressureupon him becomesall
the more difficult to bearas N U daiand his elder brother K h a lcomdemnhis leanings,
K h abeipgbesidehimselfwith ragebecauséethinksN 1 is dragginghisandthef ami | y 6 s
honourthroughthe mud At the end of the documentarythe boy hasdisappearedwith no-
body knowing anythingabouthis whereabouts[V Disappearance$ As for K h a, Ihedtdlls
the film directoron the phonethathe, too, is leavingnowd to join the IS force because
hehascometo a pointwherefi kitherhave to die myselfor kill others.

Li ke Khal gl , many adol escent men take this step
their old identities behind to start ndiwesd as true Muslims. Very often, their motivation
is similar to Khal ol és, even i7yeatoH ei rMuframdi | i es 6 =
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inZahr at (Thael aFbl o we r), fooihstarkce, & the soroof a middikass couple

who haves epar at ed; he despises, and is ashamed of
artisto, a |l ooser, an intellectual, and a dri K
boy/young man the orientation he needs; therefor
ideology and ends up as a jihadist fighter in SyH®isappearance} as thousands of

others like him. (The issue has already been dealt with for some years now, for example iffage 487

the documentar€¢omdame a | of 2044 lout has lost nothing of its actualityhich

is why it is chosen as one of the top five Tunisian documentary shorts to be shown on

Arabic film festivals in 201p . Not the parentsé separation or i v
having been raped by a brutal policeman during the Revolutdrhg Policeman

criminal ] is the traumatic ex@lkadwa themgndast turns Mus
| " agB®erni ng , Happbeoawt the same age as Khal gl and Mt

away from the Tunisian capital, he tries to forget the humiliation he uféered, but he
cannot. Thus, his moth&rike so many other mothers, fathers, friends, in other
production® notices that the boy withdraws from this world, observes him changing,
becoming calm and shy, not relating to his familiar surroundings any loimgal. these
films, the mutation of the disoriented youth from sensitive boys to desperate killers or
suicide bombers is shown as a slow process of transition from one identity to another, with
the characters for some time leading two parallel lives. Taatreatment would perhaps
have helped them to come to terms with what they have gone thré®glydhiatrists].
But they are too ashamed of their weakness in a society that expects them to be strong, not
il i ke WSupetiarity vsinferiority / Emasculaton, Y Male vsFemald.

In manyrespectshowever,the reasonswvhy also otheryouth areliving doublelives
are quite similar to thoseof the Christians,LGBT, and the traumatized Most of these
othersarerebel® againsta patriarchalsocialand political orderthatthey experienceas
repressive At a certain point in their lives, they becomedropouts,though very often
continuingto keepappearancesn S a walts h a/rCil o ¢ hanbthetmotherof one of
the rappersportrayedknows that her son hasa secondidentity asa singerof politically
critical street music; they have to fear the police, so father better does not know
[V Father figures]. Old menin a café to whomthe group givesa demonstratiorof their
music find it A -Ar a @iacibd the youth were betraying Arab identity (which,
accordingto the old men, is epitomisedonly by Umm Ku | t bri Abd akWa h h Ub)
[V Past vs Present Y Youth vs Settled. The wish to avoidconflict with the family
and/or the political regiménas beenthe reasonalso for the protagonistsof Yallah!
Undergroundand Alah a | h g thA peinej ' o Uegyeex(fiAs | OpenMy E Yy, e s 0
both producedalreadyin 2015 but shownon film festivalsin 2016asstill 6 v a fepred 6
sentationsof currentrealities. In her one life, 18-yearold F a r thel heroineof Ala
h a |l & w,tista high schoolstudentwhoseapplicationfor medicalschoolhasjust been
acceptedln her secondlife, sheis a highly gifted interpreterof daring, politically and
socially critical lyricsd out of a desire,asthe youngdirectorputsit in aninterview,fi t o
live life to thef u I[VISé@lffulfilment], a desirethatis opposedo i f a npressyreand
anomnipresenpolices t a’tF e r @wikldes,her desiresand passionsthe whole of her
personalityclasheswith whatis presentedsan essentiallyant-humansystemof norms,
taboos,andauthoritarianclaimsto powerthat preventsher fromunfolding her personait
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ty, heridentity [V Freedom vs Constraint, Y Individual vs Collectivity]. Shecanlive
herselfonly in secretjn hersecondife, behindthe maskof herfirst life.

It is dangerous to be yoursel f. When the author
tional activities she is detained and tortured. This is also what the rapgels ofc tare Ar t
afraid of, while Christians and LGBT mainly (though not only, t€onversiong fear

Page 48¢ Islamist aggression and the influence of sglpointed guardians of public morals on the
people PIn Islam..., Y The Honourable\Noble citizen/ al-Mu w 0~ isnh aja $hdme
and fear of societybs contempt or ridicule keep t
with their traumata and their weakness, while at least some of those who suffer fsem exi
tential <c¢crises or creative Offfittbot enced seek prote

Yet othersseekrefugein emigrationandtry to build a new secondife for themselves
abroadpftenin the West[Y Emigration]. But therethey eitherfacethe problemof howto
remainthemselvesvhile havingto adaptto a foreign culture and integrateinto a foreign
society(Zaynabtakrah al-thalj / fizeinebHatesthe Snowd). Or the pasttheywishedto get
rid of, or atleastforget, catchesup andpowerfully returnson them.Thus,althoughS U mi y a
in Corpsétranger afteranadventuroudlight, hassomehowd ma id todranceandbegun
to find out how to survivein Lyon asafi s apnasp i & refsgéewithout papers;shere-
ceivesmysteriousphonecalls, meetsa young manwho knew her brother, re-establishes
contactwith her motherin Tunisia,etcd andwhatevershedoes,shestill feelsasif living
in aforeignbody (asthetitle hasit): the 6 ma sflhér new (non)identity canhardly pre-
ventthe spectersf herformerlife from reappearing@ndbreakingthrough.

Eventhoughknowledgeaboutproblemsof this kind is quite commord it wasalready
in 2009thatk h U b-K 8 a nopganjzechisnovelS a f N &M o a Wik asasurvey
of migranttrajectorie® emigrationis neverthelessandin spite of all odds,still oftenim-
aginedasa viable solutionnot only by the manypolitical andeconomicrefugeesvho keep
trying to reachthe West,but alsoby thosewho probablymight survive,somehowat home
without emigratingbut who are unwilling to sacrificetheir bestyearsto a societythey no
longercanrelateto. But the decisionto leaveo n efdrmser life behindalsoneedscourage
andthereadines$o makea big effortd qualitiesnoneof which the protagonisbofNh i b b i k ,
H a d Hédi (Al LoveYou, Hedio) possesse®eepinside himself,the 25-yearold Tunisian
hasalreadydroppedout: neitherhis job nor the traditions,idealsandvaluesheld up by his
parents provide him any more with a feeling of belonging or a meaning in life
[V Alienation/ghurba]. But althoughhe is well awareof this, andeventhoughhe actually
getsa concretechanceto begina new lifed togetherwith beautiful, sel-confident,inde-
pendentR § (the namemeansd g a z adsdciatdulith freedomin the Arabic tradition),
whom he hasfallen in love with andwith whom he hagxperiencedreedomand his true
sel® in the end, he doesnot show up at the airport wherethe two had agreedto meetto
leavethe country for good. He decidesto stay behind and with this gives preferenceto
what seemgo be saferand easier lessrisky, notwithstandinghat this meansthat he will
fall backinto his former doublelife: he will follow tradition andmarryK h a d’ ¢h¢ girl,
his parentshave selectedfor him (and whom he neitherloves nor haskissedonce),and
keepworking in a boring job, while he will without doubtstill dreamof R § (vho truly
loved him andwith whom he hadfulfilling sex).Behindthe maskof the establishedaver-
age,6 a r r inarriedimiddle-classemployeeH U dvijl probablygo on to live a second
life, allowing himto i blei ms aenly in 8ecret,perhapsfor somedaysin the year at a
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remoteplacewherenobodyknowshim, like the touristresortwherehehasmetR0 ni Re
enactingthe old plot of a youngmantorn betweentwo women,onerepresentingradition,
the otherfreedom naturalnessndauthenticity the movie presentghe powerful parableof
anationat the crossroadstendingto persistin datedpatternswhile it would with all likeli-
hoodbenefitfrom a more courageouspproachthat daresto takethe risk of making steps
beyondthe pavedwaysof well-tried Tradition. Page 489

As the example of HUdO makes clear, the dédmaskéo
those who wear it, it also can do wrong or harm others, and it may also cover a feeling of
guilt. Thecondidb ns HUd o | i aredificult, 8o he &ctuallys a wictimy Howey-
er, out of weakness and love of comfort and security, he betrays not only himself but also
RQ m, and he is dishones tée @opsétrangetandBiadwapar ent s and
h a yexplore the samambiguity: the protagonists are not only innocent victims there, but
also offenders who have done wromg.Corps étranger it turns out that SOmi
good reason to flee to France: her brother, who had become an Islamist,rteadtstan-
pose on her his vision of how girls should behave according to the sharigsfam...].
But did she have the right to indicate his whereabouts to the police? Her treachery may
have been the reason for his sudden disappearance and incarcaratitater, torture and
death. The three protagonists@h a d w a, tot), have/become guilty in the past: During
the days of the Revolution, they had suffered violence and injustice from the police; ho
ever, when Zaynab saved licermas whp was frapimgrhimishiee c |l aws of
used an iron bar and beat the man extremely heavi
kicked him halfdead; and neither he nor Zaynab nor Elyssa tried to help the wounded man
but fled in panic. The policeman survivedt lomly with severe physical and mental hand
caps: he will be a cripple, dependent on aid for the rest of his life. Here, Garps
étranger the whole story is revealed only gradually, in pieces, after the three revolutionary
youth had pusdoandhbegum meskhdiél d dreerw i 6 pest for
sel ves. Five years after the revolution, however
them and forcing them to come to terms with the tragic truth: violence had created-counter
violence and turnethnocent victims into guilty offender¥ [nnocencevsGuilt].

However, time seems ripe not only for suckassessments. In many cases, the use of
masks and hiding in new identities is less ambiguous, the fact of their actual abuse unco
troversial. Thusal-Sa | a t-mamaka’/ La Vallée du Se( AiPr ayer and Battleo [/
Vall ey of Salto), a documentary that portrays t he
threats from religious fanati@sapparently some h a Wr@rbthe neighbourhood who call
with suppressed caller I3 leaves little doubt that it is the anonymous callers who commit
a crime; the Christians themselves are completely innocent. Football hooligans, too,
wearing the notorious Guy Fawkes masks, are mostly seen as mere offenders, and so are
the police who put on crudéboking, terrifying masks not only as a weapon to threaten the
people, but also to be able, behind the mask of anonymity, to commit crimes against them

[V The Policeman criminal . I't is this maskingtomdkaita i nspired Mi
characteristic feature of life in Egypt in his dystopian vision of the near future. It is quite
significant that his noveUt a( iMer cur y o) , in which horrible crin

snipers wearing masks and where, moreover, masks hgue b®replace the human face
in general, is shortlisted for the International Prize of Arabic Fiction in 2016 as a powerful
comment on the present. I n many respects, Omaskir
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what those in power are doing all the tirtieey disguise their true, criminal identities with

the help of an official discourse of benign benefaction and working for the benefit of the

nation P True vsFalse U Father figures; Y The voice from abové. But there are myriad

initiatives that make ithei r t ask t o r e vUsSaclal medigdd Safirelr ut h behi nd?d
Moreover, a number of movies stage the mechanisms of hiding as well as the processes of

revealing. In botiMa w | and &eNile Hilton Incident for example, the circles close to

the EgyptianPresident are shown to commit crimes, systematically suppress the truth and

fabricate fake versions, while those who investigate and disclose and in this way play the

roles of detectives are the filmsd indisputable h
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Father Figures

On January29, the FaceboolgroupS u whla sZram@d mPi ct ures from Egypt in

D a y astsa photoof Gamal Abdel NasseiGa m@bd al-N U ), inthe companyof a
young bride and a sheikh. The cgption tells a moving story. The girl on the photois an
orphan.Shewas aboutto get marriedbut did not havea fatheror an uncleto actas her
guardianduring the ceremony.Fearingthe judgmentof her future h u s b afamiydtke
girl wrote to Nasselin desperationexplainingher situation.The presidensoonshowed up
at herdoorstep bringing alongthe sheikhof al-Azharto tie the knot. As onecommentator

pointsout, the photois actuallydepicting Aw U~ thefdaughterof sheikh Abd al-Ra v mU n

T U, gn herweddingday. But thatdoesnot stopthe Faceboolcrowd from engagingn one
of their typical quarrels,which often occurwhenthe nameof Abdel Nassers mentioned.
For many,thefictional storycaptureghe essencef the formerpresidentlt showshim asa
guardian,i datherto all orphanspoor and deprivedEgyptianpeopled Or maybejust a
leaderwho hasfulfilled his legal obligations,as one anonymoussoul points out, quoting
the Prophetictradition (h a d)ifit This@tanservesasa guardianto all thosewho haveno
g u ar dYilnalnsol g.nié the otherhalf, however,Nasselis synonymouswith fi t g-r
nyadopppr efsts o o thdéfeatindThe Six-Day War, 6 aant h efi asatpd,s tim
the absencef debate after 246 commentso consensuss reachedn the questionof who
Abdel Nassereally was It is the complexrelationshipwith the FatherFigure who repre-
sentsboth benevolenguidanceandstrict authority,which evokesadmirationaswell asthe
desireto rebel.

Occasionallyboth,as A w U~ Abdfal-R a 9 mikdawsvery well. Thefirst patt o f
a- Ohi r ¢ 6Esg ytpviddesdPhayaohs screenedy BBC Arabic on the anniversary
of the 2011 Revolution[V Memorial dayg, showsthe scholarandjournalisttalking about
Nassed death:

I was chattingwith my brotherabout Abdel Nasserand the repressionWe were
sayingthat he had no option but to be patientfor at leasttwenty more yearssince
Abdel Nassewasyoung.He wasonly 51. We were criticizing Abdel Nasseb se-
gime, the Partyandits corruptionandthe SecurityState.Thenl wenthome.Later,
my brothercalledandhisvoicewas very str amsgreng MUl i
Heansweredfi T lPeesidentsd e a é | threwthereceiverandlostit. It washor-
rible, horrible, horrible. Until todayl d o ntténk | haveever mournedanyone,in-
cluding my father and mother,as muchas| mournedAbdel Nasse® No one has
theright to orphananertire nation.

Decadesfter his death,the legacyof the presidents still a hot topic, andthereis still an
apparenheedto talk aboutthe events. Abd al-R a ¥ m enfnentsalsotouchon thelove-
haterelationshipshehaswith Abdel Nasserandthe battle betweenthe consciousandthe
emotional.The Fatherhere,with all his positivesandnegativesis the onewho givesdirec-
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tion. Without him, Egypt hasno clearpathforward, is left without guidanceand care,or-
phaned.

Yet, somego out of their way to showthatthe directionwasactuallynot lost after his
death. OnAugust27, the Faceboolpageal-Ral sAbdal-F a t &l-& I gostsa link to an
article entitledAEI-Sisi and Abdel NasserTwo leaderdightingc o n s p [YCanspiyady
Theorieg. The Americanshavea masterplanaimedat destabilizingEgypt and depriving
the countryof its independencehe article argueqgY The SuspectForeigner]. UnderNas-
ser, they haverefusedto financethe AswanHigh Dam, andhavethenattackedEgypt after
the nationalizatiornof the SuezCanal.Now, O b a maed Bliddle Eastplanis againaimed
atharmingEgyptiansovereigntymakingit dependenon aid. And this is just thefirst part.
Once Egypt hasfallen, the rest of the Middle Eastwill follow. The only difference,the
authorconcedesis thatin the 1960s,Nasse wasonly facingexternalconspiraciesToday,
el-Sisi is battling enemiesfrom outsideand the Muslim Brotherhoodandtheir supporters
from insidethe country.Much like Nasseyrhowever el-Sisiis goingto protectthe country,
ensuringits stability, securityandindependencé’ The Voice from Above, Y Security vs
Chaog. Heis readyto stepin hisp r e d e ¢ sheesandsalely steet the country Past
vsPresent Y Past= Preseni aslong asthe peopleandthe political forcesarebehindhim.

But el-Sisi embodes not just a continuationof Nasse 6Olegacy, he is an upgrade.ln
December2016,the following anecdotds postedon Khayraj n alé r (dThe Best Sb
diers an Eartho)

GamalAbdel Nassebuilt the High Dam andso heis a leader.Every day, we hear
aboutthe projectsel-Sisi hascompletedor is going to complete but thatis normal
and no one saysa word. Theseare the words of my motherwho is satisfiedwith
you, Mr. Presideh

The current presidentdoes not receive enoughpraisefor his achievementshis accan-
plishmentsaremerelyreported without elevatingel-Sisi to the high statusthatthe ordinary

Pagd 493

citizen thinks he deservesas the story suggestsemphasizingpnthep r e s i gbputat 6 s

appealHowever,itisnotjustN a s slegecytkat he surpasses. @arch9, the Facdook
groupMa dilrg a mia-bil-g a ffifiEgy pt f or and chahgestsstaus

We havea presidentwhosegreatnessandglory are equalto that of Ahmed Urabi,
whosecourageequalsthatof GamalAbdel Nasserwho is intelligentlike Sadatand
who hastrue Muslim morals.His nameis Mr. Abdel Fattatel-Sisi.

Next to the text is a photoof the president]Jooking shyly awayfrom the camera.The post
is pointingout thevirtuesof the leader presentinghim asanembodimenbf the bestqual-
tiesof manyof the paternaffiguresfrom therecentpasd theultimateFatherFigure.

Mere admirationis not enoughhowever. he Fatheralsorequiresobedienceandfaith
in Him. He promisesstability andsecurityy on the condition that id authorityis respet
ed.In April, the announcenentthatthe two ReadSeaislandsof T ¢ rabidd a n Wil e
transferredo SaudiArabiaimmediatelypromptsa wave of protestgV Red Sealslands].
But some Facebookusers react in a very different way (#aFS 9-$ @ yair nv [géh-
Sisi_protectshis land, #adamq a r A4S ts f#l_supportel-Si s dedisoony #
athiq_ f ajraQ al-S 0§ [#lQtrust_in President el-Sisi]). And the proclamatiorof trustgoes

Everybodyod)

beyondthe usageof the folk taxonomy markp. OnApril 23, the Facdook groupMa s r
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lil-g a mia-bil-g a millustratesthe hashtag#al-S$ g y iam M (o#H-Sisi protectshis
landd with animage presumablyshowingscenesrom the 2011 Revolutiord a building
and a truck in flame$ with a captionreading Thy[ie., it he r evodwantonari es o]
this Egypd Y Downtown]. Immediatelybelow, anothempictureshowsa recentlyrenovated
motorway and a photo of a newly built residential block in New Ismailia City
Page 49: [V As h Y ¥, Bubtlybrandedwith fiAnd we, who arewith presidentel-Sisi, are build-

ing this Egypt ®he messagés clear:stick with the Fatherwho will guideEgyptto gred-
nessandp r o s p eor follewyfidend on the pathto disasterand destructionV Security
vs Chaoq. Yet, the presidenis notjust a guardiananda leader He is alsocaringandcom-
passionatefiHow cananyonebelievethat theseeyescan sell the land® asksa Facebook
postfrom April 2016 rhetorically, showingtwo mirroring imagesof el-Sisi in tears,se@-
ratedby alargered heart.Trustel-Sisi by supportingthe hashtagin recognitionof the fact
that he hassacrificedhis life and peaceof mind to protectthe countryt In the comment
section,emotionsrun high. fll love you, Mr. PresidentYour tearsarepreciousto us oWef
love you becauss/ou arean officer, we love you becaussg/ou area presidentwe love you
becausgou aretough,we love youbecausgouareme r c iof ul é

An officer, a presidentan army man.He could neverbetrayhis country. After all, the
army is thereto protectthe land, not sell it. El-Sisi knows best, The Fatherhasa plan for
the future of Egypt, he just needsa bit of trustand supportfrom the Egyptianpeopleand
everythingwill be goodagain.He is a manof the people a man of the army, and he has
neverforgottenhis dutiesto Egypt, suggests postsharedon the Facebook pageéullun a
r i jalsshu r talemi s r ang the@ commentsbelow it. Proudly carrying the hashtag
#adamq a r @HSJ 5 §-sugpdrl-Sisio -secisions ,)the postalso featuresa remarla-
ble displayof affection.To theright thereis a photoof el-Sisiin afull military uniformand
sunglassestaring at the horizon, a faint smile on his lips. To the left: a heavily armed
group of soldiers,posingin front of the Egyptianflag. The president,n civilian clothes,
standingin the middle, embraceghe soldierkneelingin from of him. Oneword, written in
largeLatin charactersfloats overthetwo images Boba(i.e., Arabicb a B a a. A signof
respectindaffection,theepithethintsatthep r e s i fdtleeryappesalputit alsopointsto
anotherfunction of his. He is to be obeyedand loved, his authority unquestionedhis fa-
therly advice alwgs followed P The State= The Peopld.

As the paternaladviceoftencomesin largequantitiesthatis not always an easy task.

fi Wh a thi$ rubbish song you put on? oDor you have any other clothes? 0
fiSweatawaynow, asyou did nothingat schoo] oYoufreprayingfive timesaday
and when | was your age,| was praying seventimes a dayo, fiyou are now 20.
When!| wasyour age,| wasmorelike 22, oYouii mom backin the day. Oh, how
shechasedned Y Young vsSettled.

Thesearejust a few of the memesfeatuing in a Youm7article The sarcastidinesimitate
the mannein which fathersoften talk to their sons,while also mockingtheir know-it-all
attitudeandtendencyto exaggerateRegardles®f time andplace,Egyptianfathershavea
certainway of talking to their children, which inevitably showstheir affinity to overstate
the virtues of the past,comparingits style, musicandeducationto that of today. Fromall
memeghe samefaceis staringback:a portrait of a slightly scepticallylooking4 u s Mud
b U r Eh&political andthe biologicalpaternalfigure handin hand.ls heanembodimenbf
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all Egyptianfathersor a personwhoseauthoritywasultimatelyrejecte® It is perhapsa bit
of both, with the oustedpresidentepresentingll membersf theMu b U geaekatiorand
their complicated yet standardrelationshipwith their offspring [V Pastvs Present U Past
= Preseni.

And complicatedhis relationshipis. TheAtlantic celebrateshefifth anniversaryof the
JanuaryRevolutionwith an article bearingthe rathergloomytitle A RevolutionDevours Paged 495
Its Childrend which follows the life of five Egyptian familieswho have closerelatives
detainedon political chargeqV Disappearancek Heavily appropriatedor a foreign aud-
ence the piecedelvesinto the storiesof the five families, all trying to copewith the ab-
senceof their loved ones.Most of it revolvesaroundthe daily strugglesthelong queuesat
the prison, the weekly 20-minuteslong visitations, the pain of (not) knowing what the
future holds[Y Prison]. Inevitably, someof the conversationsnovetowardsthe reasorfor
the detention,revealinga generationaklash.fi T hgerserationwantsto live their life, in
theirownstyle & NT r diatletto feel thatsheand A 4 m @elongto oneteam,andthat
we belongto a differentteam & H ifathertold him thenthatthe c o u n tyauth Wwese
foolish, that the deepstaté would prevail decallsthe mother of the detainedactivist
A+ ma d m® ahepastfew yearshaveput arift betweenthe family membersvho disa-
greeonwhattheright pathfor Egypt i s, e s patherpuhblitly syppoatddt er Ad madods
hiss o nafrestby the Muslim Brotherhoodin 2012.Despitenow sharinga commonene-
my, the family remainsdivided by a deepsenseof mistrust.However,not just politics but
alsothe absencef it could createa gapbetweerfamily membersTwo years ago ni April
2014, 21-yearold Mu 4 a mrhand aeccordingto his friends a memberof the April 6
Youth Movement,had beerarrestedfollowing a protestat the University of Alexandria.
His father,a retired military officer, now hasa different storyto tell. i Warenot allowed
to getinvolvedin politics, & Md d o rhaveanyopinionsonall that Ble hasnot visited
his sonin prisonyet.fi No t s wnongwith Egyptd Muvd a mnbasd madd$ifieWwWe 6 r e
not a politically interestedamily, we d o niketpolitics, wed o nedenhknow what April 6
is.0 The guidelinesfor the f a mi politidalsand social conductare set. Having failed to
follow the adviceto respectthe authority of the paternalfigure, the sonshave beenpun-
ishedby both the actualand the figurative fathers.[V True vs False Y Voice vs Silence
U Past= Preseni

Not thattherelationshipis anysimpleratthe otherend

Whenyou meeta malefriend while y o u @ith gour parentssomewhereand you
guys makethat awkward eye contactthat meansDO NOT DO CHEEK KISSES,
DO NOT DO HUGS; only stiff handshakesare allowed. In fact, if you can limit
touchingaltogetherall the better.Babais watching

statesnumberthreeonthelist of i F i f Egyp®an girl problem® postedon Cairoscene
Betweenhavingto askthef a t hpermigsi®nto go awayfor the weekendand havingto
justify thatin front of foreignfriends,thelife of the Egyptiangirl is tough.Questionsaabout
marriage commentsaboutcookingskills, andconstanimonitoringof their whereaboutare
just part of the things girls haveto endurefrom their parents.All coupledwith havingto
pretendto abideby ruleswith which they clearly disagreei T Huek do | carewhat the
bawwa bhinks?é Apparentlye v e r y lprmduy dbrcernin life is to scrutinisey o ur s 0,
bellowsthe authordefiantly [V VVoice vs Silence Y Young vs Settled. A showcasef the
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double lives children often live becauseof their parents,torn betweencomplianceand
rebellion,both respectingand challengingthe authority of the FatherFigureandthe social
systemit represent§V Dual identities/ Masking, Y True vsFalsg.

And they arequestioling the rationalebehindthe variousrulesof civility. Blogging for
Ma d a ,Mibag Af @ifved her take on the issue.Soonit will be Ramadaragain,the
month of soapwatchingmarathonsand endlessawkwardsocial eventsthat areimpossible
to avoid, | f tmaals,for instance,accompanieddy painfully long forced conversations
with peoplewith whom you have nothingin common.And it is not just Ramadanthat
bringsout the worst of socialobligations.Being forcedto attendweddingsand funeralsof
distantrelativesand acquaintancesvthom you barelyknow also createshis feeling of un-
necesaryintrusionin p e o pgemanaspacgV Freedomvs Constraint, Y Individuality
vs Collectivity]. The case,of course,is not againstall socialgatheringsRather,the prob-
lem is with social obligationsthat only servethe purposeof maintainingappearanceand
upholdingarchaicsocialrules.l s it fime to stopclinging to a lifestyle thatcontradictsts
original intention of creating deep and meaningfulrelationships?0r, to paraphrasehe
words of Cairo rock ban@airokee:

Thereare traditionsthat becomedefectsand needto be changed Freedommeans
changehow to express yourseal your choiceandnot somebodye | s Ehihgsare
not going well. The old manis trying to bring the pastback, while controlling the
present[V Past= Presen]. The whole societyis united againstchange,but they
¢ a na&eawaythevoiceof thepeople.

An unruly cry againstall thosewho try to restrictfreedomandimposetheir own ideason
therest[Val-Mu w U~ isrh aJaAdl thosewho control life, all old men,all FatherFig-
ures.

fi bnglive Egyp® Longlive Egyp® Longlive Egypto explodesthe conferencehall
asel-Sisi preparego give the concludingspeectof the First National Youth Conferencefi |
amvery happyto be amongmy sonsanddaughtersthe youth of Egypt, beginsthe pres-
dent. The lastfew dayshavedemonstratedhe continues/elaboratabatthe youngpeople
of Egyptarecapableandenthusiasti@andthatthroughreceivingpropertraining,adviceand
guidancetheycanbecomea driving force of Egyptof tomorrow.The countryis young,and
the youthrepresentsationalwealth,which shouldbe developedandinvestedin. The gov-
ernmentwill work towardsreviewingthe statusof the detainedyoungpeople(applause!),
developingtraining progammes discussingamendmentin the ProtestLaw and ensuring
the continuationof E g y pcultéral and historical identity. The youth population el-Sisi
goes onhasbeensomewhatneglectedard marginalised But Egypt belongsto everyone
andonly thosewho wantto do harmhaveno placehere.He, the Presidentyill work with
all youngpeoplebecause fatherlovesall his childrenand he hopesthat one day one of
the youngEgyptianswill takehis place.i L o livggEgyp® Longlive Egypg Longlive
Egypt ©oncludegheprotector providerandsupporterthefatherof the youthof Egypt.

El-Sisi will work with all youngpeople?But whereis this youth he is talking about?,
Egyptiansask themselven Twitter, after the hashtagWhereis the youth? explodesyet
againonthe platform fiBehindbarsor buriedin their graves) the answercomesfif el-Sisi
held his conferencen prison,therewould havebeena largerattendance,jokesone Egyp-
tian, asmanyotherssharepicturesof the youngpeopledetained sentencear killed since
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2013 [V DisappearancesV Prison, Y Young vs Settled. fi lhavea messagdory o u é 0 ,
saysa drawingof anoverweightEgyptianofficial, ashe pokeshis headthroughthe barred
doorof a prisoncell, with thewordsfiEgyptianyouthd nextto it, i Y catethe hopeandthe
futureof E g y [M/iSatire]. The Egyptianyouth needsactions not words, it is time for real
change not empty promises.The young Egyptiansare fed up with the fiFathed discourse
andthe wordsthat fail to deliverin practice.Acting like analmighty figure of authorityis Paged 497
no longerenoughtherole of the fatherleaderis becomingobsolete.
fiThe Egyptianyouth are childrenonly to their parents) rails Umar al-H U drgm the
virtual pagesof al-Ma s r iYawma IAgain, this critiques thenotion of the i Fat her
P r e s i whiehrhasbeenharmingEgyptfor decadesThe youngarenotthepr esi dent 6s
children, they are citizenswith rights and obligations.They demandfreedomand dignity
and el-Sisi addressinghem as his sonsand daughterds just aninsult. Treatingthem as
childrenwho needpresidentialadviceis not goingto solvethe youthcrisis. Thec ount r y 6 s
restrainttowardsthe peoplehasbeengreatduringthe lastfew years,statesel-Sisi, to avoid
the currentstateof tension.How come?Is he forgetting that the stateis the stateof the
people?Is he forgetting the greatselfrestraintpeoplehadto imposeon themselvesvhen
dealingwith the actionsof the regime?[Y Baby milk, Y Dollar crisis]. The angry moo-
logue continuesThe peoplehave not wreckedthe Egyptianeconomy,they havenot ig-
noredthe problemsin the securityservicesuntil the crimescommittedby policemenocau-
py half of the incident pagein al-Ahram, they did not transferthe two islandsto Saudi
Arabia P The Police(man) criminal, Y Red Sealslands, Y Tricked by the systenj. The
peopledid notkill Giulio Regeniandtheydid notimprisonA ¥ &aal N U dodhis comicsand
Islam Behery|( s | BUdayr )dor hisideas[V Prison]. Egyptneedsa statethatrespectghe
constitutionand therightsandthe freedomof its people.The Egyptianswanta presideniof
amodernsecularstateand not a father,a leaderor acaliph.AI-HO0d § f i nal remar k bring
the tirade to an abrupt stop, leaving the reader suddenly aware of the emotional charge of
the words and the power of the silence that folldwis not just arejectionof el-Sisi but of
the entire notion of the FatherFigure, in al its complexity, and the social and political
systenmbuilt aroundit.
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Psychiatrists

AHI, we Sleedomgeg We are the support teanm how can we
tion pops up directly when you enter the webS&tezlong.comOn the other side of the
screen, professionglsychiatrists are ready to help those who seek help online to handle
their mental illness. Only one year after the launch of the online psychiatry platform,
14.000 people all across the Arab world get treatment in sessions conducted via chat or
video calls Half of these clients are from Egypt.
Millions of Egyptian® an estimated sixth of the whole population of over 96 mi
lond suffer from mental disorder withowearching or receiving treatment for theiyps
chological problems, neither from the 6.000 psytists that are there in the country
there (1 per 15.000!), nor through digital platforms. The huge discrepancy between ps
chological suffering and actual treatment is often explained by the societal taboak regar
ing mental health disorders. The foundeiStiezlongells journalists that he believes the
guaranteed anonymity and decreased risk of being socially stigmatized are key to the
success of his website.
But it is not only online that psychiatrists appear, they also play a role in various
forms of pgular culture.In the literature scene, several psychological-Belp books
gain popularity § Self-help]. A little stand at the Cairo International Book Fair of Rebr
ary is dedicated to the General Secretariat of Mental Health, a governmental organ that
has recently launched a campaign to raise awareness about mental diseases. On the book
fair, psychiatrists distribute pamphlets to pasgsrsvho dare to stop by their stand. On a
more grassoot level, a psychiatrist and professor fromval n'y U 6 s of Madicind t y
gains popularity among Egyptians. Through the regular postings on his Facebook page
and in his bestselling seffelp books written in colloquial EgyptiartY i mmi y,y a
Mudammad ~ OUhU encourages his readrpeopleet o anal yze
Only then will they be able to see what role they play in these relationships themselves,
and only then will they discover their true and false selVd3ujal identities]. His book
I-Khuramgna¢ § Out of the Box0) Ibleicnogmefiss oocniea |lo fb ot ohkes ob €
the year, and he also attracts large numbers of people to the dozens of lectures he gives
in the countryds biggest <cities. The book signin
thoroughly documented with pictures on the Facélpages of these events, revealing a
majority of female attendees.
One topic often repeated by the popular psychiatrist is the view that oppression of a
childbds psychol ogi cal needs will |, i-op a | ater st a
p e r s o ntd Bealtmim a negative way. A wofstise scenario in which the mentally ill
person commits crimes is portrayed in several Ramadan series. In one ofSthem,d t
Hur(riFree Fall o), several of the main character s
by ngylecting themselves or others.
The charactersdé sessions with the msychiatrist
in the series6 storylines and enable both intern
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positive development of characters is oftedim ne wi th the psychiatristos
character Si hUOm, a woman in her |l atea fifties, ap
trist in order to understand why Malbak Kkill ed he
lems with Malak and other family membersvhabecome apparent for the spectators,
since this scene is in the ninth episode of theeBiBode series. She is skeptical anstsu
picious towards the psychiatrist and only visits him to learn what her daughter has told
him, but not her. The psychiatrisitd s her t hat he is not allowed to
secrets, but he assures her that he had not been
husband. He invites SihUm to come back if she w.
series, Si oébmo seeetiyeupbyahiatrisy, cognplaining about how difficult it
was to raise two children on her own. Using thought experiments, the psychiattist cha
lenges her perception of a society that puts her in a box and defines how she should b
have towards her ddren, namely like a tough father. He tells her that it was she herself
who chose to fit into this miserable box that she thought society put her in: first as a strict
and lone, then a strict and widowed mother. He claims that she has been tough dn hersel
and her daughters in vain and rhetorically asks
result of being negl ect ediagnosis ishttatr hercamxiety d ho o d . Si h
prevented her from feeling anything at all, &noim feeling like a woman in pécular.
She tells the psychiatrist that when a woman does not feel safe anymore, she $tops fee
ing like a woman. She furthermore asserts that society would have condemned her if she
spent her time, as a widowed mother, to look for a new man. The psychidtr, whi |l e
acknowledging that Si hUmés choi-cespecedin no't l ooki nc
society, claims that the widowed women who choose to remarry could raise their chi
dren in a likewise proper manner as the ones who remain alone.

Although socig¢al constraints are acknowledgedSnu g G t, it I3 uprte the indiwvd-
ual to choose whether to obey them or not. The personal does not become political as the
struggle against societal structures is reduced to a fight with oneself, maybe with the
gudance of a psychiatrist. I f SihUm chose to take
thought was her role in society, it was all her fault. By the use of the psychiatrist as a
moral compass in this particular Ramadan series, not turning crazy is seen ameach

every individual 6s own responsibility.
However, the portrayal of the psychiatrist is not always positiv& tinq 0 t, addim r r
Fawg Mus$Shwhafma@Atoove Reproacho), anot her series i

psychiatrist and a mentally disturbed person as points of departure, psychiatrigs are r

peatedly violating the duty of confidentiality as they are discussing their clients with

friends and family o even believed to record the sessions. Whether this lack of work

ethics is a portrayal of reality or believed reality, the audience might in the end feel more

tempted to checking out the more anonymous onli
chair.

Related entries
Arrays: U mmi ay ¥rja;Dual identities Selfhelp.
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Satire (on YouTube channels)

On Monday, January25, hundredsof police troopsguard Tahrir squarein the contextof

the celebratios of Police Day [V Memorial Days/Commemoratior]. Thisy e a Pofice
Day coincideswith the fifth anniversaryof the Egyptianrevolutionof January25. Tough
securitymeasuresn the Egyptiancapitalin anticipaion of any demonstrationsgnakethe

day more representativeof the stateinstitutions than of the peoplé sevolution. In this
atmosphereand among the heavy troops, the young actos A 4 adl MUik and Sh Ud 9
4 u snablpw a numberof condomsto appeaiin the form of balloons writing on themthe
words:fi Fomthe peopleof Egyptto the Police Forceson January25, anddistributethem

to thepolice

After recading a video of the processof blowing the condomswriting the sloganand
distributing the fake baloonsto the police, A 4 aal andS h Upmsithe video on YouTube
[V Social Media] andon their Facebooksite. S h Udubs awha works as correspondent
for the comedyTV showAbla F a h,iwtités on his Facebooksite fin this freezingcold
we decidedto celebratePolice Day. @&bout an hour after publishingthe video, he adds:
fiAs long as neitherdemonstratios are allowed nor oppositioncanbe voiced, you will be
our objectof ridicule. Evenif we die, we will continueto makefun of you. | hopeyou
enjoythee v e ¥ Usdvs Them]. For 6 tnmkefun of y o uSth, Dudedthe Egyptiancollo-
quial verb saffyisiff (which is derived from the StandardArabic saffahdyusaffihué tde-
ride anddepreciatéa personor anopinion) [V 4 mmi Y. Whe word is a distinct marker
of youthlanguageit often goestogetherwith ?allishki?allish é tnakea humoouscom-
menton s.th6 atermthatis takenfrom the football lexicon, whereit describs a ball miss-
ing its target[VY Football]. Missingthetarget i.e., deviationfrom the norm, seemgo stimu-
late laughter:

The only way of celebrating allowed by the stateon Revolution/ Police Day is an ac-
clamatoryappreciationof the security forcestogetherwith them S h Uah@M U | staly
within theselimits [V Dual identities]. In the absencef freedomto publidy expresso n e 6 s
political opinion, ther actionrepresend a 6 s y mbcauhterattaclod throughverbal satire
and humoous stunt a practice that meets withide approval judging from how quickly
their video spreagion social mediaThis expresses frustration owee current marginala
tion of opponents, as comparedtt® activeinvolvementin public affairsandthe diversity
of voicesthathadcharacterizedherevolutiorary dayqY Pastvs Presen]. Egyptiansdraw
onalong historyof combatingsuchfrustrationwith humourandsneer.

Thevideo getsmorethanone million hits in onedayanda flood of commentsin one
ofthem,BUs i m thidosf laftghYeuTdbeshowsandicon for those following in his
footsteps writes: fiwell done S h U @y law and constitution, you did not commit a
crime. ®n social media,a polemicdiscussiorunfolds amongthosewho supportthe idea
of the satirical stuntasa mears of expressingpinion, andthosewho considerit aninsult
to the police [V Tickling Giants/ 3 i ladalj. A few dayslater, a police officer uploadsa
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videoto YouTubeexpressindis disapprovabf the event in his opinion,it lacksthereve-
encethatis dueto the policeforces.

Talk show presenterdAv¥mad M1 sa and Amr Add launcha campaignagainstS h U d 9
andM U | in Which they call for penalisingthem In contrastthe TV comedyshowsAbla
F a h and A b Bl al fzconsiderit a momentof recklessnesthat shouldbe permited for
the sakeof freedomof speechAfter a shortinterval neededfor the creationof new epi- Paged 503
sodes,also YouTubersjoin the debate.On Februaryl, A 1 ndaBuv a uploadsa new
episodeto hisll-Us b fi k T(fffThe Weekin a Bag)), a channelthat presentcommentaes
on the top newsof the week. The title of this episode fil - AskaHfdh kitlb d @ (fiThe sd-
dier hasa religion book on himg), is a parody(? a ) of &sentencehatis commonamong
Egyptianchildren il-shanta fiha kitab d 1 (fiThereis a religion bookin my bagd), usually
saidto preventotherchildrenfrom messingwith o n epéoperty. The metaphomresentsa
satiricalcommenton the meaningof the untouchablesold er thatthe talk showpreseaters,
L a m@-sa d canddUnir A mQg arguefor. In the samevein, Ashrafv a m,d¢h@ popular
YouTuberandcartoonfilm creator,gives his animationfilm the humowoustitle | h ia t G
il-b a | &WWe anethe Balloon Guys), resemblinghetitle of oneof U d imUm 6 movies
(th nki ftil-at 0, BWesarethe Bus G u y)slm the compressedtyle of a cartoonlike
sketch the episodestageghe encountenf two maincharacterg= roles),4 a m U(d BEgyp-
tian youth) anda police officer (= police forces),andtheir conversatiorat one of the noto-
rious checkpoints[VY Check-points/k a nQAs usual,the immediatemotive for the police
officer to stop the youth remainsunclear.As the officer searckesv a mU dpackes, he
noticesa Facebookaccounton the screenof his mobile, which meansthat he may be an
activist. The young manfeelsthe crisis people have been arrested bef ol
use of PFvwhenehe affioek adsofinds aballoonin 1 a m U dackesthis confirms
his suspicionandseemso answerthe questionto which group¥ a m Ubetlangsthe police
officer calls for a patrol to arrestthe young man who fbelongsto thosewho inflate bd-
| o o.nMse@aption below the video statesthat it is a responseio what has come to be
known asthei Gndomlincidend In thefirst weekof Februarypolice searchthe office of
the well-knowncartoonist s | Um , @ling forssbftwarelicences anda permitto usea
Facebookaccountfor the distributionof mediamaterial.SinceG U gsh doesnot havesuch
papersin hand, he is arrested andishcomputersare confiscated.For many followers of
G U@ h Baseboolpageil-Waraga, the missinglicences areonly a pretex® it is his sati-
ical cartoonghatprovokethose in power[V Condom Incident,Y The Systemvs The Peo-
ple,UTickling Giants/3i | | .t adab

In contrastto political satire,reflectionon mediamaterialspresentean local TV chan-
nelsis the centralthemefor the YouTubersHi s hAJfim@and® U1 § A 3@ aubube
show al-T a hadl-sttat 1 (§StrategicAnalysig), is a humorousanalysisof the plot and
the visual designof selectedadvertisementandvideo clip songs,basedon parody,which
replaceshe original lyrics with unrelatedcontent,a techniquewith which A f grarages
to stimulatevivid laughter.In contrast,S azbriedealswith RamadanTV series The mod-
eratorelaborate®n the contradictiongn the narrationanderrorsin scenerecording.After
RamadanbothS U&ndH i s hdEdinatetheir episodeso commentingon TV talk shows
on local channeldqV True vs Falsd. The window by which S U $it§joking with a guest
aboutthe absurdityof herexperienceon TV hasbecomeiconic: throughthe window, fresh
air andfreshideascomein.

Jaig A17 (2017: 502508



Mohab Mohamed

Socialcriticism, especiallyof the Egyptianfamily, is the centralthemefor S h Ui
In the humoroussketchesf his popularYouTubechannel he satirizespatternsof behar-
iour amongsonsandparents Onefrequentstereotypas the strict fatherwho suppressebis
s o nchogesand his aspirationto try out new things [V Father Figures]. S u r Icariéas
ture of the fatherwho preventshis sonfrom watchingvideo clips on TV while he himself

Page 50¢ enjoyswatchingthe samecontentin his room exposegarentsas humanswith shortcan-
ings However despitetheseflaws, life goeson, with a generatiorgapin valuesand per-
ceptiongV Young vs Settled].

Another mode of satirecan be the assemblingof the most circulatedsentencesn the
streetsof Cairoin a creativecollagethat becomeshe script of YouTubeepisodesWith
simple equipmend only a mobile phonecamera]V Mobile Phone$d the A~ fSBalw O r i
(StreetChildren) bandmanage to attracthundredsof thousand®f followersto their satiii-
cal YouTubechannel Six youngactors,mostly under25, togetherperforma type of street
theatre The tallest memberholds the phonecamerato film the videosin a selfie style,
while the band chanttheir satiricaltext. It builds on contradictionsn political and social
expressionsn everydaylife andon TV channelsMu 41 a mnmiaddi ohe,of theband 6 s
memberssays i Wh e do is just a collage of what peopleare sayingin public, rea-
rangedto highlight the paradoxesn our lives that make peoplewonderhow this happens
withoutn o t i TEheséreetis full of [thingsthat provoke]l a u g HntJanuaryphey up-
load their first video, entitled fiB a imCal-Q m O (fiBudsof Faithd), criticising the stagnant
progranming on the Noble Q u r ’Radio station.For almostforty years,programshave
the sameintroduction,topicsandclosure.ln orderto remedythelifelessmonotonythathas
befallenthis radiostaton, U d iguotesthe introductorysentencesf someof the programs
andchans themin a mechanicalvay to parodythe original. In responséo A° fsOH a wUOr i
A z h achdjarA 41 maKda r gcomdemngheir comedyvideo asan insult to Islam [V In
Islam...]. Undeterred, in their second vidéwmey put togethersegmentof patriotic songs
performedbeforebackgroundscensthatevokecontrarymeaningd black or atleastdark,
humour.

Related Entries
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Notes

Dual Identities / Masking (S. Guth)

1 Englishmaskis from Middle Frenchmasqued ¢ o v ¢orhidemigguardthef a 16@), from Italian
maschera from Medieval Latin mascaé ma sgecter,n i g h t mkich & perhapsfrom Arabic
maskharah6 b u f fm@ @ rk ,efrom sa&hira 6 b mocked,r i d i ¢ wktymdrdine.com>(as of

Pagd 50¢ 09Dec2017).

2 Quotedin: <http://www.venicedays.com/FILM.asp?id=9&id_dettaglio=552&lang=eng>.
3 K h a dsgajralitionallslamicnamein reverencdor theP r o p first wife.s

Satire (on YouTube Channels) (M. Mohamed)

1 yivallish, on the other hands the commontermamongEgyptianyouthfor all kinds ofverbalpractices
thatstimulatelaughter like puns,parody andirony.
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