Language Contact and Linguistic Typology

The project will introduce analytic tools for comparing and contrasting different languages,
and for seeing any particular language in a larger linguistic perspective.

About the project

The planned book will be an introduction to the comparative studies of human language
across the planet. It will be concerned with the immense variety among the languages of the
world, as well as common traits that cut across the differences. It will present a number of
analytic tools for comparing and contrasting different languages, and for seeing any particular
language in a larger linguistic perspective.

The book is primarily interested in the following questions:

e How and why do languages resemble?

e How and why do languages differ?

e Why do languages across the world have certain traits in common, such as the
tendency for the subject to precede the object?

e Why are certain features systematically linked to each other, so that, for instance,
languages where the verb precedes the object tend to have prepositions, while
languages where the verb follows the object tend to have postpositions?



