





Face

g lian @ b lianr ‘face’
N
2
BAF
Ho [H] ti-mian ‘body and face; respectability’
g 1do-lian ‘old face’

—

1 mian-zi ‘superficial’

11 lian-mian ‘face’

21

m tou-lian ‘head and face’




Functions of face

* Protective cover
— but with its own emotional content
— protection against shame
— linked to position, pride, self-respect
— can be earned, takes time
— can be given, taken away, had, lost, lacked etc.

e Communicative channel

— not always according to will



Protective cover: lose face

Adjective

— EH# dig-lian
Verb-object expression
—ETHESME dig-le lidn-mian

Embarrassment and shame
Loss of self-respect



Protective cover: lose face

* Takes time to build up, but may be lost quickly
R ERFNEREBET

‘lost my face from all these years’

 May be both individual and collective
EHZIRE RVkE

‘what is lost is the face of the Jia family’



Protective cover: hurt face

Adjective

— {& /% shang-lian

Verb-object expression
— {SiE @ shang lidn-mian

Alternative expression

— F&ERe | ai lian-mian ‘obstruct face’
— AN {FE R bao-bu-zhu lidn ‘unable to protect face’

— ARG IEAF A wo de lian gé zai nali ‘where can |

put my face’

Humiliation



Protective cover: have or lack face

« B you lidn ‘have face’
— high position, honour, self-respect, pride

;2B (M) méilian(mian) ‘lack face’

— low position, shame, shamelessness

— HAREEKREE ‘have such a big face’
— {RiZFEE &R ‘you really have a face’
— 2SR M ‘slaves lacking face’




Protective cover: give face

v RRREE % ‘give face’

E......f&(F) ‘award somebody face’
$8------i2l# ‘give somebody a lack of face’
$5------ BB ({@)fe (52) ‘save face for somebody’

5. B —LER B2 M ‘save body-and-face for
somebody’




Protective face: get/want/leave face

H TH

5’1~)K%[

= H

7 [H

S

) ‘get face’

B, EEirlEmENAE?
‘If outsiders got to know about it, how can you still
want your life and your face?’

F i@ Mt EE ‘Why should | want face’

‘save face’
ﬁbﬁll—gﬁﬁﬂ

‘can’t even leave behind a little trace of face’



Protective cover: exploit face

o fLFee @ ‘lean on somebody’s face’

e JT.----fE ‘show off somebody’s face’
* Respectability, social position

- HEEEAMEE, MFEH—@EF 2EHAFATR
R ?

‘With these people’s face, can’t | ask you for a favour?’




Protecting cover: look to sb.’s face

o B HMUhIMAOZERE ‘looking to Grannie’s old

« FEFEME, BEHFEKK ‘evenif you

don’t look to my face, at least look to the old
lady’




Protective cover: having face to do sth.

- {EEREH AR A ‘what face do | have to see people =
how can | face people’

« {RiIZEREZK ‘you still have the face to ask = you still
have the shamelessness to ask’

s BAEBEER+TMIEF, EFAEMR ‘you have the
face to ask for 50 taels of silver, you really are
shameless’

- BIEA M EEZKEE HF ‘what face do | have to live
[the rest of] my life’

- Mix¥HRMEZMAI R AIE ‘let her raise her head
and face to see people in the future’

« HIEIEE S ‘have head and face to decide things’




Protective cover: ignoring face

o ZIEREA R ‘don’t care about my old face’
« S\EERIBEMEAERAEE T ‘don’t care about my

face outside’

o XEFEATBARBIEE ‘leaning on this face of
mine, with no fear of shame’

« EZEZIF ‘let go of my old face’



Protective cover: thick facial skin

‘have thick facial skin; make the facial skin thick’




Protective cover: other expressions

o & F@FSE ‘can’t pass by on the face’
» f&8 F FAZK ‘can’t go down on the face’
o« f FEEAS 1B X ‘can’t obstruct past the face’



Protective cover: good or pretty face

» HEREZELT ‘This face of mine is quite good’
@ _EA9FF ‘It’s not pretty on the face’

o T EREEAIFE ‘The mansion’s face will not
be pretty’




Protective cover: the feeling face

o f_F ZE 18 ‘embarrassed in the face’
e B ;2R ‘no fun in the face’

e i F32Z & H ‘nofunin the face’



Protecting cover: cover face

] FH+2& i@ ‘cover the face with a

handkerchief’
2 40F3E T @ ‘cover the face with the sleeves’

Fﬁ:—aﬂiﬁ_ﬂ 5 7K ‘cover the face with the hands’
Z 1 T & ‘the wine covered the face’

1 = 8= ‘exploit the face-covering effect
of wine’




Communicative channel
— facial expressions

e Acquired vs. inborn
* Realistic vs. filtered
* Spontaneous vs. volitional



Communicative channel
— change of colour

* Face colour
o Bt T R e
— 78f ‘resentful look’, ZX 4 ‘angry look’, i1

[

Ay

‘embarrassed look’, |7t ‘happy look’




Communicative channel
— change of colour

 Face colour

— Red and purple: embarrassed
« fa4I HoR mE4LH-7~ ‘face red ears red’
o 2T i T @ ‘red and swollen in the face’

o ‘Z2HE T M@ ‘purple and swollen in the face
o« HI4LH-ZA ‘red face and hot ears’

— Red and purple: angry

« HESRAL T Mzt ‘red in the face with pent-up anger’



Communicative channel
— change of colour

 Face colour

— Yellow: anger
« fndPsA e J ‘face turned yellow with anger’

/= /8

o FIEMEUIEAL ‘so angry his face was like gold-leaf’

— Yellow: fear

o IS5 T B ‘so scared her face turned yellow’
 [H L ‘face like the colour of earth’

o EIEE 258 ‘so scared his face lost colour’
— Yellow: natural colour

o th RHpSFs > = =HE 5 ‘without rouge and powder,
with a yellow face’




Communicative channel
— change of colour

* Face colour
— White: anger
* S& H T fi@ ‘so angry their faces turned white’

SR H SRS ‘so angry her face turned white and her
breath began choking’

— Green: anger

« SRISHE4LIA & ‘so angry her eyes turned red and her
face green’



Communicative channel

— change of colour

* Eye colour

— Red with tears

-EE

- IR

=

54l T ‘the rim of the eyes turned red’

SE/SHR4L ‘cried so much her eyes turned red’
o IRAT4THIHE T ‘the eyes turned red and swollen’

Bl

AT > EEREARSE ‘hoth the eyes and the cheeks

turned a little red’

— Red and purple with anger
o iREPALE T ‘the eyes turned red and purple’



Communicative channel
— emission of fluids

 Tears and snivel
o IR)RE7EEEH3R ‘cried out with both tears and snivel’

e Sweat

o &5 —M@ T ‘so distressed your face is filled with sweat’



Communicative channel
— muscular activity

* Laughing and smiling
* 2% xiao ‘laugh; smile’ (3750 occurrences in the novel)
 ZX7H ‘said with a smile’ (2234 occurrences)

) A ) A~

+ S22 (7H) ‘said with a smile’, Z& [t (78) ‘asked with a smile’, &

) A

Z(78) ‘answered with a smile’, =&|0](38) ‘reported with a smile’...
e [1N%7E ‘his mouth smiling’
o IRFIEFED ‘smile with one’s lips pursed together’
« IBFIHREE ‘his brows open and eyes smiling’
o B8 E{LIZEAREE ‘his cheeks only seeming to smile’
o & 1-#15% T —&& ‘laughed through the nose’

EHERA B AA ¢

* =< ‘smiles all over his face’



Communicative channel
— muscular activity

e Staring and glaring §5 deng ¥ zheng £ shu 17 i

— Fear
« TEETNIR B HE ‘so frightened his eyes went wide open’
« HEE14~ ‘eyes staring and mouth gaping’
« MR B ‘raised her eyes’

— Anger

- FOVHRNE EHEHBAY ‘so angry his eyes went wide open’
« HHES[IZE ‘eyes staring and mouth askance’

o [REJEEZt(" ‘stare at them with hatred’
« EIRIEFF ‘her phoenix eyes went wide open’

« T FER{EERIERS2KE A ‘raised her seductive eyes in abuse’




Communicative channel
— muscular activity

* Not looking straight at somebody

— Disrespect or anger
o [FHEt~& ‘not even looking straight at him’
« iR F7 5dtAF4 ‘not even raising the eyelids’
— Fear
o [FARt7RNENFE ‘not even daring to look straight at him’




Communicative channel
— muscular activity

* Frowning

- \ ya
— 21 E zhou méi
‘raise one’s brows in worry, dislike or disgust’

=~ 711 \ 7 .
— 5 cu méi
‘raise one’s brows in worry or strong anger’
= s Vs
— 178 i méi
‘raise one’s brows in anger’




Communicative channel
— muscular activity

* Pout one’s lips 2%I& nU zui
— Pointing out the direction

— Pointing to something in the situation that the
recipient is not aware of

e Sticking one’s tongue out
— -5 tu shé: astonishment; fear

— {5 HE shén shétou: relief at escaping from an
awkward or awful situation



i Chinese fac

s the location of self-respecCt

etow¥ swallennass
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