Information structure and language change
In the last years a substantial body of work was done to demonstrate the influence of
information structure on the ordering of constituents in sentences. For OHG it has been shown
that structures that deviate from the dominant Vend+V2-grammar are motivated by special
information structural effects, such as Focus (e.g. VO-order in subordinate clauses), or by
discourse reasons (V1 vs. V2). Nevertheless, an important question remains: why do these
structures – which are optimal from an information-structural perspective – disappear?
Some of the answers given involved strictly grammatical factors. Thus, Hinterhölzl (2009) put
forth the hypothesis that in OHG the emergence of the definite article is the factor which
finally leads to the preposing of constituents and to the dominance of the OV order. For OE,
Speyer (200?) explains the decrease of topicalization by a phonological principle which says
that two stressed constituents next to each other should be avoided.
This paper addresses the question if information structure itself might also create non-optimal
(or “bad”) information structures. It discusses some data of late OHG which could be
analyzed as unintended bad results of verb focussing. As a consequence speakers try to avoid
these bad structures what leads to the decrease and finally disappearance of grammatical
patterns.
As it is work in progress, the question is whether there are other data that show similar effects
– be it different languages or different phenomena.
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