
Doctoral Research Fellowship in applied linguistics 
 
Job description 
 
A Doctoral Research Fellowship (SKO 1017) in applied linguistics is available at the Section for English language and 
linguistics within the Department of Literature, Area Studies and European Languages, University of Oslo. The Doctoral 
Research Fellowship is funded by the Norwegian Research Council and is associated with the research project 
“MULTIWRITE – Interactions Between First, Second and Third Languages” (project number: 324962 [link to website]). 
 
The languages that a learner knows are all held by the same mind. Yet, language acquisition is largely studied one language 
at a time. In the MULTIWRITE project, we will study the language development of multilingual learners as a whole, and over 
time, in order to understand how their languages interact. We will also investigate how language teaching in schools can 
foster development across languages, and how teachers can collaborate across language subjects to increase pupils' 
learning. We will do this by investigating non-literary written production and teacher feedback in the first (Norwegian), 
second (English) and third (French/German/Spanish) languages over the first year of Norwegian upper secondary school, 
and by exploring teacher collaboration across language subjects.  
 
The doctoral research fellowship is connected to the part of the MULTIWRITE project that focuses on teacher feedback. 
Applicants are invited to submit a project proposal for a doctoral dissertation focusing on how teachers’ feedback influences 
students’ writing and the interaction between their three languages. The candidate’s own project is supposed to complement 
or elaborate on aspects of the larger project of MULTIWRITE. It does not need to involve more than one of the foreign 
languages commonly taught in Norwegian schools – French, German or Spanish. The research fellow will be involved in the 
collection of sets of texts from the same pupils written in Norwegian, English and the chosen foreign language(s). 
 
The successful applicant will be part of the MULTIWRITE project group, which includes one more doctoral and one 
postdoctoral research fellow and has members at different departments of the University of Oslo, the University of Agder, 
the University of Bergen and the University of Exeter, UK. The project has links to the TRAWL research group, which 
consists of researchers building a corpus of pupil texts from Norwegian primary and secondary schools and researching 
different aspects of writing development (https://www.hf.uio.no/ilos/english/research/groups/trawl-tracking-written-learner-
language/). The doctoral research fellow will also be a part of the research community at the Section for English language 
and linguistics at the Department of Literature, Area Studies and European Languages, where there is a focus on corpus 
linguistics, contrastive linguistics and learner language research. The research fellow will be jointly supervised by Associate 
professor Hildegunn Dirdal from the Section for English Language and Linguistics and one of the other project members with 
expertise in language education and teacher training. 
 
Application deadline: 1 November 2021 
Expected start date: 1 March 2022 

 

… 

Qualification requirements 
 

 A Master's degree or equivalent in English/Norwegian/French/German/Spanish linguistics. The Master's degree 
must have been obtained and the final evaluation must be available by the application deadline. 

 Fluent oral and written communication skills in English and Norwegian (or another Scandinavian language) and 
good knowledge of German, French or Spanish. 

 Personal suitability and motivation for the position. 

 The candidate’s submitted research project must be closely connected to the part of the MULTIWRITE project that 
focuses on teacher feedback in pupils’ multilingual language development. 
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