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Periodic Emne Report 
ENG 4310 / 4391: Literary Theory and How to Write a Thesis 
Spring 2014 
Instructor: Rebecca Scherr 
 
1. Gi en vurdering av: 
Pensum (innhold, omfang): 
This was the first time I taught the theory section and used a textbook (Robert Dale Parker, 
Hoe to Interpret Literature) that was an excellent foundational text; the students expressed 
that they liked the book very much. For the thesis writing, which I have taught several times 
before, we do not have a specific “pensum” but base discussion on the students’ own 
research and questions and on reading completed MA theses from UiO. 
 
Undervisning (undervisningsformer, timeantall, spredning over semesteret, obligatoriske 
aktiviteter, kvalifiseringsoppgaver): 
This was a 14 week course in which we had to stuff a lot of information into too little time. 
However, this Spring (2015) will be the last time the course is taught in this way; starting in 
the Fall of 2015 we have decided to have 2 ten-point courses on theory and thesis writing 
separately. This change is a result of student feedback: they want more weeks. 
 
Ressurser og infrastruktur (undervisningsrom, audiovisuelle hjelpemidler, bibliotek-
ressurser m.m.): 
Use of library resources, and especially the expert in English at the library, is a must for this 
course. 
 
Eksamen (eksamensordning, vurderingsform): 
This consisted of a take-home exam for the theory course, and a “mappe” of various papers 
for the theory writing. The students felt all such assignments were relevant. 
 
2. Gir læringsutbytteformuleringene i emnebeskrivelsen en god beskrivelse av hva 
studentene skal kunne etter avlagt eksamen? 
Yes; the student evaluations back this up. 
 
3. Fungerer emnebeskrivelsen tilfredsstillende? Sjekk følgende: 
Statistikk over karakterer, frafall og klager. 
Tilbakemeldinger til lærere og administrasjon. 
Tilbakemeldinger på informasjonen/veiledningen studentene får om emnet. 
Hvordan emnet fungerer i emnegruppene det inngår i. 
Om emnet er riktig plassert med hensyn til nivå/anbefalt semester. 
Om emnet er riktig definert med hensyn til anbefalte/påkrevde forkunnskaper. 
Yes, all is in order. 
 
4. Har du gjort noen endringer siden forrige periodiske evaluering? Hvilke? 
No – I have kept the same curriculum for the theory writing section. This was my first time 
teaching the theory section. 
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5. Forslag til forbedringer.  
As I said, we are phasing out this course and replacing it with two separate courses; we will 
be able to go into much more depth as a result, and the students will feel better prepared 
for their MA thesis. 
 


