
NORAM 2584:  

Went as expected.  Little was different from other times I have taught  

the course.  

 

There were a few complaints about the textbook being difficult to  

understand.  This seems odd as I have asked other semesters what the  

students thought of the book and it has always been well-received  

before.  I will however, check and compare with other textbooks before  

teaching the course again.  

 

There were a couple of students who failed the qualifier.  They had sat  

in the back refusing to participate.  And when asked, repeatedly said  

that they had not read the week's assignments.  In addition to lack of  

subject knowledge, their abilities to write academic English were low  

and they would have had no chance on a school exam.  

 

Grades fell within the normally expected range.  

 

NORAM 4584:  

We had a scheduling issue this semester which resulted in getting only  

one NORAM MA student and the rest LEP students.  The studiekonsulent is now aware  

that EAS 4550 needs to be checked against our heisemner and MA seminars  

when scheduling.  

 

I have changed all my heisemner recently to differentiate more between  

the MA and the BA students.  We had 2 separate meetings for just MA  

students in addition to the ordinary class meetings.  They each had  

individual options for their qualifying essays.  In addition, they chose  

a common topic to explore in depth.  This was then presented to the  

entire class, with each MA student being responsible for a portion.  

Their presentation took one class hour.  They did an excellent job of  

both preparation and presentation.  They told me they were very happy  

with this way of organizing their studies as they got both the  

background from the seminars and the opportunity to work at a higher  

level and follow more specific interests.  

 

 

Overall, the grades were not as good as I expected.  I have met with  

those who struggled.  In general, they expressed insecurity with writing  

essays, exam anxiety, and difficulties prioritizing material.  This fits  

with what I saw.  Most of them struggled to express themselves in  

academic English.  The greatest concern with this is that most of them  

are preparing to teach English in vgs.  

 

 



NORAM 4520  

 

This is a new MA seminar.  I have cut out old seminars and replaced them  

with this one that is designed to reflect my current research project  

each year.  The intent is to combine teaching and research more  

effectively and efficiently.  

 

The design of the course was set to build theoretical and subject  

knowledge as well as basic secondary research skills.  I set roughly  

half of the pensum, using different theorists' interpretations.  The  

students then divided into small groups which chose topics within the  

larger question.  Each group then found readings about that topic that  

the entire class read as pensum.  The group then led the discussion on  

those readings (with my assistance, of course) .  Their reading choices  

were approved by me -- in order to ensure quality and to keep the total  

amount of reading within reason.  Several of the students have expanded  

upon these topics in their own MA theses.  Many of them also attended  

one of two occasions where I presented my own work using these theories  

and I talked about how I was using the theories during the discussions.  

 

We added a meeting to the schedule in order to accommodate the number of  

small groups we had because of the larger than normal enrollment.  

 

As usual, in the beginning of the semester it was difficult to get them  

talking.  But with encouragement (and pushing) from me, they pushed  

themselves to become active participants.  

 

There was a good balance in class numbers between NORAM and LEP students.  

 

Overall, I am very pleased with how this course works and will continue  

with this on an annual basis. 


