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MEVIT2532 – Film history 

 
Take home exam, spring 2022 

 
Monday 9 May at 11:00 – Thursday 12 May at 11:00 

This document consists of five (5) pages and two (2) exam questions. You must answer both 

question A and question B. In question B, you must answer one (1) of three (3) questions. You 

will find the primary source cited in question A on the last pages of the document. 

 

Before you start writing your exam submission, you must ensure that you have read and understood 

the University of Oslo’s information about cheating: 

http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/index.html 

 

You must use a reference style (such as Harvard, MLA, Chicago or APA) throughout your exam 

submission, and in the bibliography/reference list at the end of the submission. Therefore, you must 

also read the University’s guidelines: http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/sources-

citations/  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Exam questions 

Answer exam questions A and B: 

  

A  

Write a critical analysis of this primary source (2 –3 pages). The source is a 1916 review of Lois 

Weber’s film Shoes from the trade journal The Moving Picture World. Your analysis should include 

explanatory notes on the text. This includes identifying key terms and explaining what they mean 

in their historical context. How does the text relate to themes and topics from your readings, 

seminar discussions and lectures? Make sure that you make meaningful connections to the course 

syllabus. Note: There are several reviews on these two pages, but you are only required to discuss 

the review of Shoes.  

 

 

 

http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/index.html
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/sources-citations/
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/sources-citations/
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B 

Answer one of the following three questions (7 – 8 pages). The questions require you to refer to at 

least two readings from the syllabus and to discuss at least two specific scenes to support your 

arguments. One of the readings must be the Film History textbook. 

 

 

1. How does the mise-en-scène in Imitation of Life (Douglas Sirk, 1959) serve to communicate 

important themes, develop characters and organize plot? Discuss how the mise-en-scène 

suggests fundamental values or a particular vision of the world.  

 

2. How do Agnès Varda and Lois Weber communicate the subjectivity of Eva and Cléo in 

Cléo from 5 to 7 (Cléo de 5 à 7, 1962) and Shoes (1916)? What role does female subjectivity 

play in the narrative of each film? 

 

3. How would you describe the place of Fritz Lang’s M (1931) in film history? Is it an 

important part of a specific historical evolution in cinema? How does placing the film in a 

historical context help you understand it better or differently? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Information about the exam 
 
You must submit your exam in English. Exams written in any other language will be marked as 
“not submitted”.  
 
The submitted paper may be up to 10 pages (one page is calculated to 2300 characters without 
spaces). The front page and reference list do not count towards the 10 pages. Use Times New 
Roman font in 12pt. and 1.5 line spacing. 
 
The exam must be submitted as a PDF, or it will not be accepted by Inspera. Your front page 
must include your candidate number, and the name of the file you upload should be your 
candidate number (eg. 1234.pdf ). Do not include your name anywhere on your exam submission. 
 
All students are required to have read and familiarized themselves with the University’s rules 
regarding cheating, found here: http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/  
All submissions will be checked using the University’s plagiarism detection software. 
 

Please see UiO’s web site for more practical information about exams at the University of Oslo: 
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/submissions/ 

 

http://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/cheating/
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/submissions/
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Annie Fee (anna.fee@media.uio.no) can be contacted through e-mail, and will answer 

questions regarding the exam submitted on Monday 9th of May by 12:00. Questions will 

generally be answered by the end of the day. 

The exam results will be published in Studentweb within three weeks. Results will not be given by phone 
or e-mail. 
 
 

mailto:anna.fee@media.uio.no
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