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Master’s programme in Multilingualism at the University of Oslo 

Master i fleirspråklegheit - Master i flerspråklighet - Master programme in 

Multilingualism 

1.  Introduction 

The majority of the world’s population speak two or more languages. Today’s global mobility 

and technological advancements lead to increased cultural and linguistic flows and exchanges, 

giving rise to new opportunities and new challenges. Knowledge about multilingualism at the 

level of both the individual and society is increasingly important in order to enhance the 

opportunities and mitigate the challenges of social diversity and mobility for stakeholders 

ranging from policymakers and education authorities to tech companies and NGOs. As 

stakeholders seek to navigate through these complex times and make constructive decisions, 

there is an urgent need to better understand multilingualism and how it can be cultivated as a 

human capital that increases linguistic and cultural awareness, and as skills and expertise in a 

global market. The goal of the proposed Master’s programme is to fill the pressing need for 

more professionals and scholars with competence in the area of Multilingualism. We intend 

the programme to cater for students who want to use this knowledge in a variety of 

professional roles outside of academia, including social policy, education, and careers 

requiring intercultural communication, as well as for students who want to pursue further 

research in an academic career. The programme offers core modules held in English, and 

elective modules held in English and Norwegian, and includes opportunities for an 

international exchange, a professional internship, and/or a research internship. As such it is 

designed to cater to an international student population with both scholarly and professional 

ambitions. Additionally, this programme builds on an area of scholarly excellence within the 

Department of Linguistics and Scandinavian Studies (ILN), and would enhance the portfolio 

of programmes at the Faculty of Humanities (HF) by offering a new degree closely tied to 

changing social needs. 

 

2.  Strategy in relation to UiO’s academic profile  

This proposed programme builds on areas of expertise within ILN, which have been 

strengthened and extended as part of the Center for Multilingualism in Society across the 

Lifespan – MultiLing (a Centre of Excellence funded by the Research Council of Norway, 

2013-2023), including Sociolinguistics, Psycholinguistics and Applied Linguistics with a 

focus on multilingualism. The MA in Multilingualism would also add to the academic profile 

of the Faculty of Humanities, in particular through its focus on understanding and responding 

to multilingualism as a contemporary challenge and opportunity for society, and for the 

individual. Finally, the programme would also make a contribution to increased 

interdisciplinarity at the University of Oslo, with students encouraged to consider elective 

courses in other Departments and Faculties, and programme staff pursuing expanded links 

with scholars in multiple disciplines, including Psychology, Education, Anthropology, and 

Law.   
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2.1  Quality and comparative advantage  

In recent years, several branches of Linguistics have undergone what has been called a 

‘multilingual turn’, in particular Psycholinguistics, Sociolinguistics and Applied Linguistics.1 

Multilingualism is a growing research field internationally, with several international journals, 

a biennial world congress that attracts between 500 and 900 participants, several research 

centres at prestigious universities in the U.S., South Africa, Switzerland, Australia, and 

Sweden, among others, and a small, but increasing number of study programmes. One of the 

outcomes of the ‘multilingual turn’ has been an increased emphasis on interdisciplinarity, 

bringing together Linguistics, Education, Psychology, Sociolinguistics, Sociology, 

Anthropology, and Law studies to illuminate multilingualism from different angles.2 The 

increased interest in the study of multilingualism reflects the prevalence of multilingualism in 

society and the need for better conceptual and practical tools with which to approach 

multilingual communication in public and private spheres. Today, multilingualism is both an 

object of study and a new interdisciplinary field – Multilingualism.   

In Norway, Multilingualism was established as a discipline at ILN in 20133 and represents a 

strategic area of potential growth in both research and teaching. For the last 8 years, 

MultiLing, a Centre of Excellence at ILN, has contributed significantly to strengthening 

research on Multilingualism in Norway and internationally, with the aim to examine 

multilingualism through an interdisciplinary lens in order to respond to social challenges. 

MultiLing has delivered cutting edge research that addresses challenges of today’s globalised 

society, including multilingual language development and acquisition across the lifespan, 

multilingual ideologies and language policies and multilingual communication practices in 

social contexts ranging from workplaces, to classrooms and courthouses. MultiLing  has been 

recognised internationally as one of the world’s leading research centres on Multilingualism, 

as evidenced by keynote lectures and invited panels at leading international conferences. The 

international evaluation board assessing humanities research in Norway highlighted 

MultiLing as one of the “star research groups” in the field of Humanities and noted that the 

Centre has achieved international prominence.4 We wish to launch the MA programme in 

2022 while the Centre is still operational to take advantage of MultiLing’s network and 

communication channels in launching the programme. The code MULTI will be used for the 

new courses of the MA programme, and will actively recruit among the research networks of 

members and alumni of the MultiLing Centre. Though MultiLing as a Centre financed by the 

Research Council of Norway will not continue after 2023, most of the Core Group of 

researchers will continue to work at ILN, allowing the MA programme to draw on highly 

competent and recognised scholars for teaching and supervision.  

The innovative, interdisciplinary approach that MultiLing embraces combines social and 

cognitive approaches to Multilingualism, and addresses contemporary social challenges 

through research; this approach has also shaped the proposed MA in Multilingualism. The 

                                                             
1 May, S. (2013). The multilingual turn: Implications for SLA, TESOL and bilingual education. London: Routledge. 
2 The Douglas Fir Group. (2016). A Transdisciplinary Framework for SLA in a Multilingual World. The Modern 
Language Journal, 100(S1), 19–47. https://doi.org/10.1111/modl.12301  
3 https://www.hf.uio.no/iln/om/organisasjon/styret/moter/2013-2016/protokoll-2013/referat-09-12-
2013.html  
4 https://www.forskningsradet.no/siteassets/publikasjoner/1254027749624.pdf  

https://doi.org/10.1111/modl.12301
https://www.hf.uio.no/iln/om/organisasjon/styret/moter/2013-2016/protokoll-2013/referat-09-12-2013.html
https://www.hf.uio.no/iln/om/organisasjon/styret/moter/2013-2016/protokoll-2013/referat-09-12-2013.html
https://www.forskningsradet.no/siteassets/publikasjoner/1254027749624.pdf
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curriculum will provide an overview of the history of research into multilingualism, and an 

exploration of current trends and topics, including multilingualism in education and in 

workplaces, development and assessment of language policies, and psycholinguistic and 

neurolinguistics insights into multilingual language development, language processing, and 

language decline. Our students will be introduced to novel methods in the field of 

Multilingualism, such as biographical, visual and multimodal methods, participatory 

fieldwork methods and recent psycholinguistic and experimental methods, including 

behavioural (eye-tracking) and neural imaging (electroencephalography). Through this 

interdisciplinary, yet focused programme, we aim to provide students with the skills to engage 

in experimental/lab research, and/ or applied research in social settings. The programme 

structure allows students to develop a specialisation and conduct original research in either 

social or cognitive aspects of multilingualism, while gaining basic familiarity with both areas. 

Students will be involved in cutting-edge research as part of the MA programme, in particular 

through the Socio-Cognitive Laboratory established through the World-leading funding 

scheme awarded to MultiLing in 20165. The Socio-Cognitive Lab provides facilities for 

running psycholinguistic and sociolinguistic experiments, including eye-tracking, EEG, and 

high quality equipment for recording interviews and social interactions. Students in the MA 

programme will be able to use the facilities to gather data for their own MA projects. 

Additionally, students will have the opportunity to participate in a research internship or 

professional internship in Norway or abroad, and/or conduct applied case study research in 

collaboration with a partner organisation outside of UiO. 

Recently, several universities in Europe have launched BA and MA programmes that, at a 

minimum, include a component focused on multilingualism. However, only a handful of 

currently offered MA programmes in Europe have been designed with a specific focus on 

multilingualism at the core of the programme. We have mapped the MA programmes in 

Europe that either focus on Multilingualism or have Multilingualism as a part of the 

programme in order to ensure that our programme does not overlap extensively with other 

European MA programmes, and to prepare the ground for exchanges via Erasmus.6 In 

comparison to other European MA programmes, our proposed MA programme has three 

distinct advantages:  

(1) it offers a specific focus on Multilingualism, as opposed to being a track or specialisation 

in a Linguistics or English language programme;  

(2) it is truly interdisciplinary as it incorporates Psycholinguistic and Sociolinguistic 

perspectives and encourages elective courses in other Departments; and,  

                                                             
5 Allocated by the Norwegian Government through the National Budget, 
https://www.uio.no/english/research/research-excellence/world-leading-communities/  
6 These programs are: Technical University Dortmund (Competence in German required), Johannes 

Gutenberg University of Mainz, University of Konstanz, National University of Ireland, University of Luxembourg 

(competence in French or German required), University of Groningen, The Arctic University of Norway - 

University of Tromsø, University of Barcelona University of Stockholm, University of Fribourg  (Competence in 

French and German required), University of Exeter Goldsmiths, University of London, University of Reading, 

and The European Master in the Psychology of Global Mobility, Inclusion and Diversity in Society (Global-

MINDS) 
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(3) all of the students will have the option to complete a professional internship and/or to take 

part in hands-on research in laboratory or professional settings, and to access to the Socio-

Cognitive Lab for gathering and processing data for their MA thesis.  

We believe that the unique curricular focus, and the flexible structure that allows for 

concentration and hands-on experience in research and/ or a professional domain will place 

our programme in a very favourable position.  

 

2.2  Need for knowledge and competence in society  

We live in times of intense social, cultural and linguistic change, accelerated by globalisation 

processes, transnational population flows and technological developments, as noted above. 

Understanding of multilingualism and diversity in our contemporary globalised world has a 

high degree of societal relevance and can contribute to solving many of the challenges that 

diversity poses in education, workplaces and public administration.   

The goal of this MA programme is to provide high quality education in Multilingualism that 

will prepare students to engage in professional and academic work and aid them in developing 

knowledge and expertise about the role of diversity in today’s world. The need for 

professionals with expert knowledge of multilingualism and the ability to address challenges 

arising from multilingualism is present in multiple sectors, from the health sector, to 

education. Students completing this programme will gain skills to work in areas including 

communication in multilingual workplaces, development and assessment of language policies, 

multilingual language education and assessment, multilingualism in institutional settings, and 

treatments for multilinguals with language impairments, among other topics.  No other MA 

programmes at the Faculty of Humanities have this specific profile. 

In line with Strategy 2030, the proposed MA programme will integrate research and teaching, 

while keeping societal needs in mind. Strategy 2030 stresses that professional and general 

education should be linked more closely to research activities and working life to motivate 

students to complete their studies.7  All of our students will have the possibility of doing an 

internship and/or a case study project, and will therefore have multiple opportunities to gain 

practical experience in workplaces and/ or laboratories, as detailed further below in the 

programme structure.   

 

2.3  Learning outcomes  

The aim of the MA programme is to meet society’s need for more knowledge on 

multilingualism by training professionals and scholars with competence in the area of 

Multilingualism.  

● Students will acquire advanced knowledge of Multilingualism at the levels of the 

individual and society. They will develop the ability to conduct research on 

                                                             
7 https://www.uio.no/om/strategi/strategi-2030/  

https://www.uio.no/om/strategi/strategi-2030/
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Multilingualism and to contribute to the conceptualisation and management of 

multilingualism in a variety of social domains. 

● Students will have an in-depth understanding of contemporary linguistic, 

communicational and societal consequences of globalisation in the light of immigration, 

post-colonial, decolonial, and transnational socio-political trends.  

● Students will be able to assess and analyse bilingual, multilingual, multi-dialectal, and 

multimodal communication practices, language processing and language acquisition 

from an interdisciplinary perspective, including insights from Linguistics, Education, 

Cognitive and Social Psychology, Psycholinguistics, Neurolinguistics, Sociology and 

Anthropology.  

● Students will be able to apply state-of-the art theoretical knowledge about 

multilingualism in order to design and conduct research that addresses current and 

future challenges of multilingualism at the individual and societal levels. They will be 

able to apply their knowledge and skills in a variety of professional settings.  

  

2.4 Target student population and recruitment potential  

This programme is targeted at both Norwegian and international students with an interest in 

research on multilingualism and/ or the dynamics of multilingualism in social and 

professional domains. Students with backgrounds in Linguistics, Psychology, Education, 

Sociology, Anthropology, and Media Studies, among others, may be attracted to this 

programme. We believe that the cutting-edge approach of the programme, combined with the 

low tuition fees, will attract a competitive group of international applicants, and will also be 

appealing to Norwegian candidates, due to the relevance for future professional 

opportunities.8 We are confident that a focused MA programme in Multilingualism will attract 

many students, given high interest in research on multilingualism among local 

(Norwegian/Scandinavian) and foreign candidates applying for a PhD and/or a Postdoc at 

MultiLing (typically, around 32 applicants for a PhD and 26 for a Postdoc. The Postdoc 

position advertised in 2021 received 61 applications). 

In relation to the recruitment of Norwegian-based students, we believe that this programme 

will attract a different population than those who opt for existing MA programmes at ILN, 

including the programmes in Linguistics, Norwegian as a Second Language, and Rhetorics 

and Communication. Whereas the MA in Linguistics has lately taken a more formal 

theoretical direction, the MA in Norwegian as a Second Language focuses on educational 

issues, and the MA in Rhetorics and Communication focuses on Norwegian language 

communication, this MA programme focuses on language diversity and covers applied 

psycholinguistic and sociolinguistic approaches to communication and language use, while 

additionally encouraging interdisciplinary perspectives from outside of the Department and 

the Faculty. In the past 5 years, 80 students have written MA theses in topics related to 

Multilingualism, Sociolinguistics and/ or Psycholinguistics at UiO,9 indicating a steady 

                                                             
8 The Covid situation may still create some uncertainty in 2021, so we will focus on the European market 
initially, with aims to recruit students through our partnerships in South Africa, USA and elsewhere in the world 
in the future. 
9 Based on data from the DUO repository.  
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interest in this area. Thus, students seeking a more comprehensive approach to the study of 

Multilingualism will find this programme appealing. Specifically, Norwegian students with 

multilingual and multicultural backgrounds may find this programme interesting, and we will 

seek to collaborate with Mangfold i Fokus i Akademia - MIFA10 for recruitment. The 

University of Oslo and Circle U see diversity as a strength,11 and the Faculty of Humanities 

has committed to attracting and supporting students with multicultural backgrounds to a 

greater degree.12 The proposed MA programme in Multilingualism would help support this 

goal.   

Within the Faculty of Humanities, there are currently no programmes with a similar area of 

focus. The discontinued MA on Linguistics and its Applications for a Multilingual Society, 

hosted by the Department of Languages and Area Studies, offered some overlapping topics, 

albeit within a more rigid programme structure, and without the range of disciplinary 

approaches and applied study options that this proposed programme includes. We hope that 

BA students from modern language areas may be interested to explore how the language(s) 

they have focused on fit within a wider multilingual context, and thus may consider our MA 

programme in the future.  

While the topic of social diversity is central in several areas of study at the Faculty of Social 

Sciences, none of their programmes include direct consideration of the role of language. 

Language acquisition has been explored as an area of research within Psychology, but there 

are no study programmes with this focus. Within the Faculty of Education, the topic of 

multilingualism is included as part of teacher training, but is not a central area of focus. We 

anticipate that teacher-training students would be attracted to some of our courses as electives 

in order to complement the introduction to multilingualism that they receive at UV, and that 

Psychology students interested in psycholinguistics may also opt to take some of our courses 

as electives. A recently discontinued MA programme in Comparative and International 

Education, hosted by the Department of Pedagogy, included some topics in the area of 

education and diversity, but again without a direct focus on language. In designing our 

programme, we have taken note of these related English language MA programmes at 

UV/IPed and HF/ILOS that attracted interest for a time, but were not ultimately sustainable. 

We will learn from these lessons, and establish a programme that will be of interest to both 

Norwegian and international students, and that offers a flexible structure to adapt to a range of 

professional goals. 

For admission, students will be required to submit a letter of motivation, and to demonstrate 

the required level of English competence,13 as well as a Bachelor's degree in Humanities, 

Social Sciences or Education with a component that addresses linguistic, social, and/ or 

cultural diversity. Degree programmes of special relevance include Linguistics, Applied 

Linguistics, Modern Languages, Psychology, Education, Anthropology, Sociology, or Media 

Studies, among others. This is an interdisciplinary programme; we anticipate that students 

will arrive with different areas of background knowledge that are relevant to the 

                                                             
10 https://www.uio.no/om/samarbeid/skole/mifa/index.html       
11 https://www.circle-u.eu/about/mission/    
12 https://www.hf.uio.no/om/strategi/handlingsplan-for-likestilling-og-mangfold-20-23/handlingsplan-for-
likestilling-og-mangfold-20-23.html   
13 We will follow the UiO requirements for English as attested by scores in TOEFL, IELTS or Pearson Academic 
tests. https://www.uio.no/english/studies/admission/master/english-proficiency-master.html   

https://www.uio.no/om/samarbeid/skole/mifa/index.html
https://www.circle-u.eu/about/mission/
https://www.hf.uio.no/om/strategi/handlingsplan-for-likestilling-og-mangfold-20-23/handlingsplan-for-likestilling-og-mangfold-20-23.html
https://www.hf.uio.no/om/strategi/handlingsplan-for-likestilling-og-mangfold-20-23/handlingsplan-for-likestilling-og-mangfold-20-23.html
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/admission/master/english-proficiency-master.html


7 
 

interdisciplinary field of multilingualism. As a common background requirement, students 

should have at least a 10 ECTS course in a topic related to multilingualism, bilingualism, 

language contact, language processing, language acquisition, language policy, or social and 

cultural diversity in their BA degree. Students with other qualifications may petition for 

admission and will be considered on a case-by-case basis. If the programme is approved, we 

will work with the Faculty of Humanities to further specify and formalize the admissions 

requirements. 

A draft of the admissions requirements is included with this application.    

 

2.5 Potential for development and cooperation  

The proposed MA programme will build on the innovative research conducted at MultiLing in 

collaboration with our national and international research partners. Former MultiLing staff 

will continue to draw on their international and national networks to both recruit students, and 

to help establish study abroad opportunities, and internships for students in the MA in 

Multilingualism. Teaching will nourish research, in particular after that the Centre period will 

end in 2023, as continued academic collaboration with colleagues of MultiLing’s Core Group 

will prepare the ground for future research proposals, particularly with our partners and 

collaborators in the BRICS+ countries through UTFORSK.  

In addition to the academic basis of the programme, the programme structure will foster 

collaboration with other universities, as well as with civil society organisations through the 

research internships and professional internships that students have the option to pursue. 

Students will also be able to take several elective courses from different Departments (as 

illustrated in further detail in the programme structure below), and we will actively invite 

students from relevant programmes in Language studies, Psychology, Education, and 

Anthropology, among others, to take our courses as electives if space allows, thus supporting 

the development of transdisciplinary teaching research around the topic of linguistic and 

social diversity and fostering links between ILN and other Departments. In this way, 

graduates of the MA in Multilingualism will be well-equipped to use their knowledge in a 

variety of disciplinary and professional settings in Norway and/ or abroad. The programme as 

a whole will contribute to the strategic goals of the Faculty of Humanities to strengthen the 

study-work relationship and social engagement in the Faculty,14 and will additionally help 

ILN meet goals of remaining an internationally visible scholarly environment and providing 

professionally oriented study opportunities.15  

2.5.1 International exchange  

MultiLing’s extensive international research networks will form the basis for exchange 

semesters for our students, in line with ILNs Årsplan 2019-2021: “ILNs forskere har 

internasjonale forskergrupper og/eller nettverk som skal gjøres synlige for studentene ved at 

ILNs utvekslingsavtaler speiler disse nettverkene”.  In the recommended study plan, 

                                                             
14 https://www.hf.uio.no/om/strategi/strategi-2020/   
15https://www.hf.uio.no/iln/om/organisasjon/styret/moter/2017-2020/protokoll-2018/v-sak-7-arsplan-
vedtatt.pdf    

https://www.hf.uio.no/om/strategi/strategi-2020/
https://www.hf.uio.no/iln/om/organisasjon/styret/moter/2017-2020/protokoll-2018/v-sak-7-arsplan-vedtatt.pdf
https://www.hf.uio.no/iln/om/organisasjon/styret/moter/2017-2020/protokoll-2018/v-sak-7-arsplan-vedtatt.pdf
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depending on which thesis option they choose, students may spend their second or third 

semester abroad, and/ or they may spend their second or third semester completing a research 

or professional internship. 

The Department of Linguistics and Scandinavian Studies also has several existing 

international and national exchange agreements, which the MA students in multilingualism 

will be eligible for (e.g., University of Groningen, The University of Tromsø). MultiLing also 

has student exchange opportunities through INTPART (Georgetown University, Stellenbosch 

University, University of Cape Town, University of the Witwatersrand, and University of the 

Western Cape). ERASMUS agreements are to be renewed in 2021, and we will take 

advantage of this opportunity to establish exchange agreements with European universities 

where members of MultiLing’s Scientific Advisory Board, collaborative partners and alumni 

are employed (including Copenhagen University, Lund University, University of Jyväskylä, 

Stockholm University, Åbo Akademi University, University of Freiburg, University of 

Groningen, Erfurt University, University College London, University of Basel, Sorbonne, 

Humboldt University of Berlin, Cyprus University of Technology, and Universität Hamburg, 

Moscow Lomonosov University, Basque Center on Cognition, Brain and Language among 

others).16  If our MA programme is approved, the staff involved in the MA programme will 

apply for further funding from INTPART, UTFORSK, Erasmus+ and Erasmus Global in 

collaboration with our international networks.  

2.5.2 Professional internship and research internship  

As mentioned above (2.1, 2.2), all students will have several options to participate in applied, 

hands-on research. Specifically these include; 1) a 10 ECTS course where students conduct a 

case-study project for a partner organisation outside of UiO; and 2) a 30 ECTS research 

internship; or 3) a 30 ECTS professional internship. Students who want to dedicate an entire 

semester to a research or professional internship will have the opportunity to do so, either 

with partners in Norway or abroad. Students who do not choose to do a full-time internship 

will still have the option to experience working on a project for a civil society organisation in 

which they must apply their academic knowledge to a real-world case study.  

Students in this programme would have several advantages in finding and securing 

internships. We will provide MA students with a list of Norwegian public and private 

workplaces that offer internships, as well as guidelines and protocols for establishing 

internship agreements. We have tentatively contacted potential international collaboration 

partners to start mapping possibilities. One of these is the Secretariat of the European Charter 

for Regional or Minority Languages under the auspices of the Council of Europe, who have 

expressed an interest in collaborating. The Council of Europe’s mission is to promote and 

protect Human rights, Democracy and Rule of Law in Europe, and this collaboration would 

be particularly relevant to the Circle U Knowledge Hub “Democracy”. Potential partners in 

Norway include Språkrådet, the Ministry of E-Health (communication section), and 

Multikulturelt Initiativ Ressursnettverk, an organisation providing programming to immigrant 

communities in Norway.17 Several of MultiLing’s Scientific Advisory Board members have 

                                                             
16 List of collaborators and affiliates: https://www.hf.uio.no/multiling/english/about/collaboration/  
17 http://www.mirnett.org/wp/  

https://www.hf.uio.no/multiling/english/about/collaboration/
http://www.mirnett.org/wp/
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expressed that they would welcome our MA students on research internships as they see this a 

way of maintaining contact and exchange of ideas with the research environment in Oslo. We 

will also reach out to MultiLing’s alumni who now work at universities and public and private 

institutions, primarily in Europe. The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs offers 

internships at the various Norwegian embassies across the world, and we believe that students 

with a background in multilingualism will be attractive candidates for these positions.  

The programme staff and coordinator will continually expand and update the list of 

opportunities, and will also encourage students to seek out new possibilities in contexts where 

they want to develop their experience and networks. Although MA students will be 

responsible for requesting and establishing the internship agreements, the programme will 

provide protocols and guidelines for both the students and the host institution, to ensure a 

positive and mutually beneficial learning experience. The research internship will help to 

ensure that MA students acquire cutting-edge research skills and are competent and 

competitive candidates for a PhD in Multilingualism or related areas (e.g., psycholinguistics, 

second language learning, sociolinguistics, etc.). The professional internship and applied 

learning opportunities will help to ensure the MA students are prepared to apply their 

knowledge to challenges related to multilingualism in the workplace, and are prepared to 

expand their professional networks and enter the job market.  

3. Resources  

The proposed MA programme is designed to take advantage of existing resources present at 

ILN and UiO, in particular the resources that have been strengthened by the MultiLing 

Centre. ILN has hired three permanent faculty positions in Multilingualism (one professor and 

two associate professors) and a fourth position with a psycholinguistic profile will be 

advertised and is expected to be filled in 2021. Two of the Multilingualism staff members 

have expertise in Sociolinguistics, Sociology of Language, Linguistic Anthropology, 

Language Policy and Language Education, and the third staff member has competence in 

Psycholinguistics, Second Language Acquisition and Cognitive Linguistics. After the 

Centre’s period as a CoE comes to an end in May 2023, an additional four permanent staff 

members who have worked as Core Group members at the Centre will have the possibility to 

contribute to teaching and supervision on the MA programme. These staff members will 

contribute with their expertise in digital literacies, language attitudes, urban multilingualism, 

multilingual communication in the workplace, and language diversity in schools. At ILN, 

there is also a general wish for the academic staff to contribute to teaching and supervision 

across “fagområder” to ensure the best possible offerings to our students and exchange of 

ideas. Existing facilities run by ILN, including the Socio-Cognitive Laboratory18 and the Text 

Laboratory,19 will also serve as resources for students in the MA programme. The study plan 

for the programme includes existing courses wherever possible, as well as strategic new 

courses, as outlined below.    

The programme aims to admit up to 15 students each autumn, starting in 2022. The places 

will be allocated from the existing unused MA study places at ILN; of the 140 MA study 

                                                             
18 https://www.hf.uio.no/multiling/english/topics/lab/  
19 https://www.hf.uio.no/iln/english/about/organization/text-laboratory/  

https://www.hf.uio.no/multiling/english/topics/lab/
https://www.hf.uio.no/iln/english/about/organization/text-laboratory/
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places allocated to ILN in 2020-2021, 61 were not used according to the information we have 

received.  

4.   Structure  

This will be a two-year degree, and it is designed to give students maximum flexibility in 

order to meet their personal and professional goals. Students may choose to write a 30 or 60 

ECTS MA thesis, and to conduct a research or professional internship, a semester abroad, or 

more extended coursework (see list of elective courses below). Upon entering the programme 

they will be encouraged to build a study plan that suits their goals based on this range of 

options. The first semester is dedicated to coursework, with a common theoretical course, a 

methods course, and an elective course. The theoretical course is a new course designed for 

the programme, while the methods course will be a revised and updated methods course 

offered in collaboration with the MA programme in Linguistics, based on the existing course 

LING4140.20 Electives may be chosen from a range of courses across the Faculty of 

Humanities, Social Sciences, and Education (see attached overview of elective courses), some 

in English and some in Norwegian. Students who master both English and Norwegian will 

have the greatest selection of possible courses; however, we believe that the selection of 

courses available in English will also provide a quality range of choices for students who are 

not able to take Norwegian electives.   

In the second semester, students will take at least one of two possible specialisation courses in 

which they will develop their research proposal, and two elective courses. Students who plan 

to do a psycholinguistic study will be highly encouraged to take the existing MULTI4110 

course in Statistical Methods for Language Students as an elective in the second semester. 

Students will also have the option to engage in a shorter professionally-oriented project during 

the second semester through enrolment in MULTI2XXX/4XXX Project-based Research in 

Multilingualism, a course which follows the model established by RETKOM4104/2104 and 

involves collaboration with partner institutions outside of ILN.  

Alternatively, students will have the option to study abroad in their second semester, and to 

take course work that is equivalent to one of the required MULTI specialisation courses, or 

other relevant coursework, at their host institution.  

In the second year, students opting for a 30 ECTS thesis will have the opportunity to spend 

one semester conducting an internship in a professional context, or to do a research internship, 

prior to working on a short thesis in their final semester. It is also possible for students to 

spend their third semester taking additional elective coursework at UiO or in exchange abroad 

prior to conducting their thesis. Students opting for a 60 ECTS thesis will spend both 

semesters of the second year conducting a more extensive thesis project, with a group thesis 

seminar in the first semester of the second year. 

                                                             
20 Considering that the MA in Linguistics will be offered bilingually as of autumn 2021, there is interest in 
developing an English-medium methods course to serve the needs of both LING and MULTI MA students. This 
course was originally the product of collaboration across disciplines, and formerly had the code SPR (Språk). If 
the new MA in Multilingualism is approved, we will work with LING to update this course and to consider what 
code will be most appropriate. 

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING4140/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/FLER4110/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/RETKOM4104/


11 
 

The Master's degree consists of: 

● 30 credits of compulsory courses 
● 30 credits of elective courses 
● 60 credits Master's thesis OR 30 credits project (internship) term and 30 credits 

Master's thesis OR 30 credit Master’s thesis and 30 credits elective courses 

4th  semester MULTI4xxx – MA thesis in Multilingualism (60 ECTS)   
                                    OR  

MULTI4xxx – MA thesis in Multilingualism (30 ECTS) 

3rd semester MULTI4xxx – MA thesis in Multilingualism (60 ECTS)  

                                  OR  

NOR4900 – Nordisk prosjektsemester 

                                  OR  

NOR4950 – Forskningsprosjektsemester for lingvistiske og nordiske studier 

                                OR 

30 ECTS course work abroad or at UiO (if 30 ECTS thesis) 

2nd semester 
MULTI4XXX21 Cognitive 

Aspects of Multilingualism 

          OR 

MULTI4XXX Social Aspects of 

Multilingualism 

         OR 

30 ECTS course work abroad 

Elective courses 

 

MULTI2XXX/4XX

X Project-based 

Research in 

Multilingualism 

Elective courses 

     OR 

MULTI4110 – 

Introduction to 

Statistical Analysis for 

Language Students22 

1st semester MULTI4XXX Theoretical 

Foundations of Multilingualism 

LING4140/ 

SPR/MULTI4XXX 

Methods in 

Language Research 

Elective courses 

 10 ECTS credits 10 ECTS credits 10 ECTS credits 

 

The programme as designed involves the creation of four new courses (plus a supervised 

reading option), and the use of numerous existing courses as both required and elective 

courses. The new courses will all be open for students in other programmes, if space allows. 

A brief description of these new courses is included below.  

New courses: 

MULTI4XXX Theoretical Foundations of Multilingualism (14 double hours) 

MULTI4XXX Cognitive Aspects of Multilingualism (10 double hours) 

MULTI4XXX Social Aspects of Multilingualism (10 double hours) 

MULTI2XXX/4XXX Project-based Research in Multilingualism (6 seminar hours) 

                                                             
21 Students must take one of these courses and may also take the other course as an elective course. This will 

provide a theoretical foundation for students who wish to combine cognitive and social approaches in their thesis. 
22 Obligatory for students who wish to use quantitative or experimental methods for their MA thesis (unless they 

can document they have successfully completed an equivalent course). 
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MULTI4XXX Supervised Reading (8 hours) 

Existing courses that will be central to the programme: 

LING4140/ SPR/ MULTI4XXX Methods in Language Research 

MULTI4110 – Introduction to Statistical Analysis for Language Students 

NOR4900 – Nordisk prosjektsemester 

NOR4950 – Forskningsprosjektsemester for lingvistiske og nordiske studier 

See overview below of possible electives courses for a comprehensive list of the use of 

existing teaching resources. 

New courses - description 

MULTI4XXX Theoretical Foundations of Multilingualism  

Overview: This course gives a thorough introduction to theories of multilingualism, from both 

historical and contemporary perspectives. Starting with foundational studies on bilingual 

acquisition and early systematic approaches to multilingualism at the individual and societal 

levels, and language maintenance and shift, we will investigate both psycholinguistic and 

sociolinguistic perspectives in research on multilingualism. When Linguistics emerged as a 

field in the 1920s, the focus was primarily on monolingualism, though advances in Linguistic 

Anthropology, Sociolinguistics, and Language Acquisition brought a stronger focus on, and 

more systematic study of, variation and diversity. The course will shed light on how 

Multilingualism emerged and gradually consolidated as a research field, and identify areas in 

which Sociolinguistics and Psycholinguistics share research interests, such as language 

acquisition, code-switching, and language and emotions.  

Learning outcomes: This course will give students insight into the historical development as 

well as the contemporary status of theories of multilingualism. Students will acquire 

knowledge of a range of theoretical approaches to multilingualism and will be able to discuss 

and assess key questions in research on multilingualism.  

Teaching: 14 double lectures  

Evaluation: Home exam 

MULTI4XXX Cognitive Aspects of Multilingualism 

Overview: This course is aimed at deepening students’ knowledge of the central questions of 

the psycholinguistics of multilingualism. It covers recent and current research on topics such 

as second language phonology, morphology, lexical and sentence processing and acquisition, 

and code-switching, including neural aspects of multilingualism and clinical linguistics (e.g. 

multilingual aphasia). The course gives the basis for developing a research proposal for MA 

thesis work. 

Learning outcomes: After the course, students will have an understanding of central 

perspectives, debates, and key results in several areas of the cognitive aspects  of 

multilingualism. They will also acquire the ability to critically evaluate existing research and 
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to develop research questions related to specific research topics in the psycholinguistics and 

cognitive aspects of multilingualism.  

Background knowledge/ admissions requirements: MULTI4XXX Theoretical Foundations of 

Multilingualism; LING4140/ SPR/ MULTI4XXX Methods in Language Research 

Teaching: 10 double hours  

Evaluation: Research proposal for MA thesis (term paper) 

MULTI4XXX Social Aspects of Multilingualism 

Overview: This course is aimed at deepening students’ knowledge of the central questions of 

the sociolinguistics of multilingualism at both individual and societal levels. The course 

covers recent and current research on topics such as emerging theories of language and 

society, communication in multilingual contexts, multimodality and social semiotics, and 

critical sociolinguistics. Students will also learn about research from closely related fields 

such as Linguistic Anthropology, Sociology, and Education, and will critically consider the 

methodological choices available within the field. The course gives the basis for developing a 

research proposal for MA thesis work. 

Learning outcomes: After the course, students will have a rich understanding of central 

perspectives, debates, and key results in several areas of the sociolinguistics of 

multilingualism. They will also acquire the ability to critically evaluate existing research from 

both theoretical and methodological perspectives and the ability to develop research questions 

within the sociolinguistics of multilingualism. 

Background knowledge/ admissions requirements: MULTI4XXX Theoretical Foundations of 

Multilingualism; LING4140/ SPR/ MULTI4XXX Methods in Language Research  

Teaching: 10 double hours  

Evaluation: Research proposal for MA thesis (term paper)  

New elective course 

MULTI2xxx/ 4xxx Project-based Research in Multilingualism  

Overview: This course gives practical experience in project-based research. Students will 

apply research skills to a real case study related to multilingualism in society. Students will 

work in groups to explore and propose a solution to the case that they will be presented with. 

This may include working with an educational institution, a social service institution, 

international company, or other organisation, in order to better understand and address 

challenges that they experience in relation to multilingualism. This course will be offered to 

both upper-level BA students, and MA students. Students in other study programmes will be 

accepted with the required background knowledge. This course is modelled after 

RETKOM4104/ 2104 and involves collaboration with partner institutions outside of of ILN.   

Learning outcomes: Students will be able to: 

● Apply linguistic theories and methods to solve a practical problem 
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● Plan and execute a short-term research project 
● Present research results orally and in writing to a non-academic audience 

 

Background knowledge/ admissions requirements: LING1109, LING1113 or equivalent23, or 

MULTI4XXX Theoretical Foundations of Multilingualism. Students without the required 

background courses may apply to enrol based on other relevant knowledge and will be 

considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Teaching: Groups are supervised by the course coordinator, with 6 meetings over the course 

of the semester. 

Evaluation: Group poster presentation session and written report 

Existing elective courses24 

AUTUMN SPRING 

ILNMULTI4120 – Linguistics Specialization A25 EUS4010 – Borders, bodies and memories: Textual 

and cultural representation of contemporary 

migration in Europe                                                         

ILNMULTI4130 – Linguistics Specialization B LING1107 - Språktilegnelse/Language Acquisition26 

KFL4050 – Theorising gender equality LING4111 – Fonetikk og fonologi 2 

LING4120 – Lingvistisk fordypningsemne A LING4130 – Lingvistisk fordypningsemne B 

LING4170 – Lingvistisk fordypningsemne D LING4160 – Linguistics Specialization C 

MEVIT4323 – Nordic Immigration Debates from a 

Comparative Perspective 

MEVIT4701 – Screen Technologies 

MEVIT4703 – Screen Politics MITRA4300 – Global Encounters 1850 - 2010 - 

Transnational Movements of People, Ideas and 

Commodities 

NOAS4101 – Andrespråksforskning i faghistorisk lys NOAS4102 – Andrespråkslæring i et sosio-kognitivt 

og sosiokulturelt perspektiv 

                                                             
23 MULTI2xxx/ 4xxx Project-based Research in Multilingualism will be a “heisemne”, so this is the requirement 
for the Bachelor students who will take it as a 2000-level course as they need a basic knowledge of 
multilingualism. 
24 Courses offered in English have an English title, whereas courses offered in Norwegian have a Norwegian 
title. We have reviewed the admission requirements for these courses. The list of elective courses is not 
exhaustive, and students may apply to get other courses approved. 
25 ILNMULTI4120 and ILNMULTI4130 have been offered in close connection with existing research projects at 
ILN. They will continue to be offered on this basis, as teaching resources allow. 
26 There is a dialogue between LING and MULTI “fagområder” to adapt this course into a MULTI2XXX/4XXX 
course, which would be an elective for MA students and continue to serve the needs of upper level BA 
students, as it currently does.  

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING1109/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING1113/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/ILNMULTI4120/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/ilos/EUS4010/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/ILNMULTI4130/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING1107/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/annet/skk/KFL4050/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING4111/
https://uio-my.sharepoint.com/personal/anncli_uio_no/Documents/Skrivebord/LING4120%20%E2%80%93%20Lingvistisk%20fordypningsemne%20A
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING4130/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING4170/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING4160/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/imk/MEVIT4323/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/imk/MEVIT4701/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/imk/MEVIT4703/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iakh/MITRA4300/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/NOAS4101/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/NOAS4102/
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NOR4900 – Nordisk prosjektsemester NOAS4103 – Grammatiske emner i et 

andrespråksperspektiv 

NOR4950 – Forskningsprosjektsemester for 

lingvistiske og nordiske studier 

NOAS4105 – Skriftkyndighet i et 

andrespråksperspektiv: lesing og skriving 

PED4506 – Analyse av sosiale og digitale 

interaksjoner  

NOR4172 – Fordjupingsemne i nordisk 

språkvitskap: sosiolingvistikk 

PSY4505 – Identitet, kultur og kritisk psykologi PED4502 – Sosiale medier og forskningsmetoder 

RETKOM4106 – Praktisk retorikk PSY4206 – Language Acquisition 

RETKOM4111- Retorisk fordypningsemne B RETKOM4123 – Ideer, diskurser og makt: Kritiske 

perspektiver på tekst og samfunn 

RETKOM4112 – Retorisk fordypningsemne C RETKOM4125 – Samtaleanalyse 2 

RETKOM4122 – Samtaleanalyse 1 SPR4110 – Språk og kommunikasjon i det 

flerkulturelle samfunnet 

SOS4510 – Cultural Sociology  

SOSGEO4801 – Social Movements in the Age of 

Migration 

 

 

 

5. Anchoring in strategic plans and support from ILN’s leadership  

Multilingualism was established as a new discipline (fagområde) at ILN when the plan for 

academic positions (Stillingsplan 2014-2016) was approved by the Department Board on the 

9th of December 2013. The four positions in Multilingualism and the proposed MA 

programme in Multilingualism are seen as core elements of the legacy of MultiLing as stated 

in ILN’s response to MultiLing’s midway evaluation report:  

To ensure the legacy of MultiLing, the Department is hiring four new associate 

professors in permanent positions who have their research profile in multilingualism. 

This is done in conjunction with the establishment of multilingualism as a new 

discipline at the Department, with its own new international Master’s degree, which 

has been conceptualized and designed by MultiLing. 

The goals for ILN’s Annual Plan 2021-2023 (Årsplan 2021-2023) include strengthening 

research-based teaching, making our programmes even more relevant to the labour market 

and developing a strategy for international cooperation and student exchange. An 

international MA programme in Multilingualism will contribute to meeting these goals and 

also benefit from ILN’s strategic measures in these areas. The proposed programme in 

Multilingualism is thus firmly anchored in ILN’s strategic plans and objectives and is 

conceptualised as a way to ensure that the strengths developed during the period of the Centre 

will remain and continue to benefit ILN and the Faculty of Humanities in the years to come.  

6. Admission requirements (information for prospective students) 

This study programme starts in August. 

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/NOR4900/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/NOAS4103/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/NOR4950/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/NOAS4105/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/uv/iped/PED4506/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/NOR4172/
https://www.uio.no/om/strategi/likestilling/handlingsplan-likestilling-2018-2020.pdf
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/uv/iped/PED4502/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/RETKOM4106/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/psykologi/PSY4206/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/RETKOM4111/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/RETKOM4123/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/RETKOM4112/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/RETKOM4125/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/RETKOM4122/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/SPR4110/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/iss/SOS4510/
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/iss/SOSGEO4801/
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When to apply  

 EU/EEA/Swiss applicants: from 1 February until 1 March   

 Nordic citizens and applicants with a permanent or renewable residence permit in 

Norway: from 1 February until 15 April  

 Non-EU/EEA applicants: from 1 October until 1 December  

 

How to apply 

 EU/EEA/Swiss applicants: Application procedure 

 Nordic citizens and applicants with a permanent or renewable residence permit in 

Norway: Application procedure 

 Non-EU/EEA applicants: Application procedure 

 

Admission requirements 

Admission to master's degree studies requires: 

 Higher Education Entrance Qualification and a completed bachelor's degree 

comparable to a Norwegian bachelor's degree. Applicants with foreign education, 

please refer to the country list. 

 a specialization defined by the programme 

 a minimum grade average of C (in the Norwegian grading scale) or equivalent from 

the specialization in your degree. 

 a language requirement documented by one of the tests/exams below: 

a) Passed examination in English foundation course (140 hours/5 periods per week) 

with a minimum grade of 4 in Norwegian upper secondary school (or an equivalent 

grade from a Nordic upper secondary school) or passed examination in English from 

second and/or third school year in Norwegian upper secondary school, or 

b) An internationally recognised English language proficiency test. 

Please note that eligible applicants who fulfill the minimum grade requirement will compete 

for a study place. Please see the section on ranking for more information on selection criteria.  

 

Required specialization 

In order to be qualified for admission, you must fulfill the following two requirements: 

1. A bachelor's degree in Humanities, Social Sciences or Education. Degree 

programmes of special relevance include linguistics, applied linguistics, modern 

languages, psychology, education, anthropology, sociology, or media studies, among 

others. 

2. At least 10 ECTS must be courses that address linguistic, social, and/or cultural 

diversity. These credits may be part of the BA degree or additional credits. Examples 

http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admission/master/eu-eea-swiss/index.html
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admission/master/nordic-residing/index.html
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admission/master/nordic-residing/index.html
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admission/master/non-eu-applicants/index.html
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admission/master/country-list.html
https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/grades
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admission/master/english-proficiency-master.html
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of courses from the University of Oslo that meet the 10 ECTS criterion (International 

applicants may take this as a reference point): LING1107, LING1109, LING1113, 

KULH1492, KULH1005, NOAS1100, NOAS2105, PSY2500, PSY2503, 

PSYC1201, SOS2100, SOSANT2210, SOSGEO2800, PED2102,  SNE3110 

  

Documentation 

You have to upload all required documents in UiO's online application portal. 

 

Ranking of applicants 

Applicants are ranked according to their grade average in the specialization of their degree. 

Applicants who cannot be ranked according to their grade average, will be ranked on the basis 

of an individual assessment. 

Applicants normally cannot be admitted to a master's degree programme or study option 

within the same subject area as a previously completed master's degree at the University of 

Oslo. 

Applicants will be ranked on the basis of their academic performance. Their letter of 

motivation is taken into consideration, and emphasis is placed on academic/professional 

motivation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING1107/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING1109/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/LING1113/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/ikos/KULH1492/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/ikos/KULH1005/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/NOAS1100/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/hf/iln/NOAS2105/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/psykologi/PSY2500/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/psykologi/PSY2503/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/psykologi/PSYC1201/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/iss/SOS2100/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/sai/SOSANT2210/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/iss/SOSGEO2800/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/uv/iped/PED2102/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/uv/isp/SNE3110/index.html

